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(Newcastle Jets from AIS) (Melb Victory from Green Gully) (Melb Victory from Preston Lions) (Newcastle Jets from AIS) 


James Robinson Vaughan Coveny Manny Muscat Sash Ognenovski 
(Melb Victory from Richmond Eagles) (Newcastle Jets from South Melb) (W’ton Phoenix from Green Gully) (Qld Roar from Fawkner Blues) 
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Gus Macleod 


MACLEOD’S MILESTONE 


Gus Celebrates 10 Years In Charge 


WHILE clubs are poised to swoop on 
the prized signature of Gus Macleod, 
relegation-threatened Langwarrin 
prepares to celebrate the big man’s 
10th straight season as senior coach 
at Lawton Park. 

It’s a remarkable feat and one 
that may be unparalleled in Victorian 
football in modern times and during his 
tenure he has knocked back offers from 
rival clubs that could have made him 
one of the highest paid coaches outside 
the A-League. 

Macleod has come a long way from the 
wee boy that grew up in the heart of 
Glasgow. Green Gully brought him to 
Australia in 1981 and unleashed a no- 
nonsense central striking powerhouse 
that didn’t take long to make his mark. 
Those present at Olympic Park the day 
Macleod came face to face with Croatia 
hard man Alan Kerr will never forget the 
blood-curdling scream that burst from 
Kerr’s throat as Macleod came within 
fractions of an inch of breaking Kerr’s 
leg. 

But those days are well past. Fast 
forward to 2008 and Macleod is just 

at home discussing the qualities of 

his favourite pinot noir or listening to 
classical music as he is in indulging in 
a football conversation. All this with the 
mandatory fine cigar, of course, and the 
metamorphosis is complete. 
Langwarrin will celebrate Macleod’s 
coaching milestone on Saturday 13 
September at 2pm with a match at its 
home ground between a team repre- 
senting Macleod’s first five years as se- 
nior coach and a side representing his 
second five years. All players involved 
during Macleod’s reign are invited. 


Here, exclusively for Goal! Weekly, Ma- 
cleod’s achievement is acknowledged 
as he goes one-on-one with CRAIG 
MACKENZIE ... 


OK, Gus, you’ve been tapped by a few 
clubs in recent seasons, keen to lure you 
away from Langy. Can you tell us what 
clubs were involved and why have you 
consistently shunned their overtures? 
Well, a couple of seasons back it was 
Kingston City and part of the way through 
the 2007 season it was Dandenong Thun- 
der and Springvale White Eagles. There’s 
been others. Look, it’s no secret that there 
are clubs out there cashed up and ready 

to pay big money to get what they want. I 
could have easily doubled my money with 
Dandenong Thunder but I’d given a com- 
mitment to Langwarrin to coach them and I 
stuck by that. To be honest I don’t know if I 
could coach against Langy anyway. I guess 
I’ve been here that long that I’ve got Langy 
blood now. 


Let’s turn the clock back a bit, just over 
10 years back, and tell us how you ended 
up coaching Langy. 

I was getting a bit brassed off with the Pre- 
mier League with George Cross and I was 
at a barbecue when (club president) Steve 
Wallace contacted me and asked if Id like 
to come down and have a look at Langwar- 
rin. I asked him who Langwarrin was but I 
was just winding him up because we’d been 
down there for practice games. Anyway he 
asked me down to the very last game so I 
fronted up on the Saturday and stood away 
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from everybody even though people knew 

I was down there and the whisper was out. 
With about 20 minutes to go the Lang- 
warrin keeper charged out of the box and 
booted an opponent up the arse. The keeper 
got red-carded. Steve Wallace came up to 
me all apologetic then asked me if I wanted 
a challenge. To be honest with you if you’re 
not with one of the big boys in Premier 
League you’re wasting your time so I ended 
up going to the Seaford Hotel for dinner 
with some of the committee. They asked me 
what I wanted to eat and I said I’d have a 
curry. Anyway they all got their meals and 

I asked them if this lot were away to India 
to make the curry. It turned out that they 
hadn’t even put my order in and Wallace 
was in stitches so that was the way it all 
started. Money wasn’t a problem because 
they simply didn’t have any. 


Was there a lot of restructuring to do to 
the squad given that the side was in the 
old Fourth Division at the time? 

When I held my first training session 
(coaching advisor) Neil Collyer turned 
around to me after a few minutes and said: 
“What the hell have you done?” That’s 
how bad it was. I called the players in and 
said “right, now you’re going to play two- 
touch.” They looked at me then told me that 
they’d never done that before. That gives 
you a fair idea of where we were at. I knew 
I had to get a keeper so my first signing 
was Jason Dastey. Big Shaun Parton was 
my second signing and these two proved 

to be the catalysts. I already had Trent 
Fairclough, Liam Caffrey, Mark Duff, Greg 
Kilner, and Richie Armstrong so I just got 
them all into a routine of getting the ball to 
Kilner who’d lay it back and Caffrey would 
either score or give it back to Kilner. Any- 
way we romped the league in by 16 points. 
And when Division Three was revamped 
we ended up winning that league by about 
12 points. Then we languished in Second 
Division for a period and we just couldn’t 
seem to get up until we won the league in 
2004. 


Have you had serious problems with 
players, to the point where you’ve been 
forced to stamp your authority upon 
them? 

Well, I had a show of strength in my very 


first season here. We’d gone nine games 
undefeated and Trent was suspended for 
this match down at Geelong I think. It may 
have been Corio. Anyway at half-time Trent 
walked into the dressing room and told the 
players that they were a load of crap. I told 
him to get out but he said no and sat down. 
It was my first year and although I admired 
the boy and he respected me I had to make 
a point. I put my head down towards him 
and told him to get out. Now if he’d have 
stuck the head on me then it could been all 
over for both of us but he went out and we 
went on to win the game. He apologised 
and he ended up becoming like a son to me. 


Of the many players at Langwarrin that 
you have coached, are there any that 
stand out, that really made an impression 
upon you? 

I thought you’d ask that so I’ve actually got 
a list here and I’ve got a range of catego- 
ries. The most skilful players I’ve seen 
here are Ben Caffrey and Barry Tulloch. 
The bravest player has to be Greg Kilner 
for all the tackles he took from behind. The 
toughest players have been Mark Duff, 
Trent Fairclough, Steve Chetkuti, Libba 
(Lirim Rasimi) and Richie Armstrong. 

The most beautiful body award goes to a 
guy called Tim Dakos, a big Greek Adonis 
who couldn’t kick his arse. My pretty boy 
award is shared by Barry Tulloch and Chris 
Sweeny and the most athletic player has got 
to be Chris Quinn. He just amazes me at 
times. The best goalscorers have been Liam 
Caffrey, Greg Kilner, Craigie Lewis and 
Caleb Nicholes. The most dedicated player 
has to be Darren McClenaghan. The most 
disappointing players have been Val Mucaj 
and Dimos Sevastiadis. The quickest player 
is Simon O’ Donnell and the player with the 
greatest leadership qualities is Shaun Par- 
ton, who was absolutely immense. And the 
funniest boy I’ve ever come across is Adam 
Poole. You should hear some of the things 
he comes out with in the dressing room. 


What about some of the most memorable 
games? 

The best game I’ve seen from Langwar- 

rin was when we were getting beat 2-0 by 
Kingston and came back to beat them 3-2. 
Kilner scored with a header, a really great 
goal. Another game was when we were get- 
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Two legends of the game — Langy’s Gus Macleod and Rangers’ Hall of Famer Bobby Russell. Photo: SUE MACKIE. 


ting beat 3-0 by Sandringham at Sandring- 
ham and came back to beat them 4-3. And 
winning Division Two at Diamond Valley 

was another one. 


Can you see Langwarrin one day oper- 
ating successfully as a Premier League 
club? 

Well, as you know we are a very well run 
and stable club. The Premier League though 
offers a whole new set of challenges both 
on and off the field. With regards to the 
off-the-field stuff, I’ve said to the club that 
they need to sit down with business-minded 
people and ask themselves what sort of 
business can we get that will fund this club 
without having to rely solely on sponsor- 
ship, gate money or bar money. Southern 
Stars own a car wash business which funds 
their season and there’s no doubt that this 

is the way forward. If we could organise 
something along these business lines it 
would be immense. 


How do you see your coaching career 
ending at Langwarrin? Will you end up 
with a tap on the shoulder? 

Oh no, I won’t be going that way. When 
they plan to hold a meeting with me to tell 
me that my time’s up I’ll know even before 
I go to that meeting. You can be sure of that. 
When the players stop responding to you 
then you know it’s time to go. 


FOOTNOTE: When Langwarrin plays its 
round 22 match this season (at home against 
Westgate) it will be Gus Macleod’s 246th 
game in charge of the senior team. Here’s 
the game breakdown of the great man’s 
reign: 

Play-offs: 5; cup games: 18; league games 
— 1999: 26; 2000: 22; 2001: 22; 2002: 22; 
2003: 22; 2004: 22; 2005: 22; 2006: 22; 
2007: 20; 2008: 22. 


Photo by Sue Mackie 


9 


Weekly 


FULL NAME: Marinos Gasparis 
BIRTHPLACE: Melbourne, Australia 
BIRTH DATE: 11/09/1985 

HEIGHT: 171cm 

WEIGHT: 71kg 

MARRIED: No 

CAR: $15 200sx 


OCCUPATION OUTSIDE OF FOOTBALL: 


Courier 

NICKNAME: Gaspa 

PREVIOUS CLUBS: Bulleen Zebras, 
Sunshine Georgies, Preston Lions 
REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS: 
Playing For Australia U21 
CHILDHOOD FOOTBALL HERO: 
Eric Cantona 

FAVOURITE O/S PLAYER: Kaka 
FAVOURITE FOXTEL CUP PLAYER: 
Tony Sterjovski 

FAVOURITE FORMER SOCCEROO: 
Mark Bosnich 


FAVOURITE CURRENT SOCCEROO: 


Tim Cahill 


MOST MEMORABLE MATCH AS A PLAY- 
ER: 2007 VPL Grand Final Lions v Zebras 


- we won 3-1 


MOST MEMORABLE MATCH AS A FAN: 


Australia vs Uruguay 
‘06 World CupQualifier 
MOST MEMORABLE GOAL YOU’VE 


SCORED: Bulleen vs Altona East in 2003 


FUNNIEST MOMENT IN FOOTBALL: 
Went to kick the ball and missed it 
BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: 

Not playing in a higher level 

WORST INJURY: Osteopubis 

MOST DIFFICULT OPPONENT: 
Daniel Jones 


FAVOURITE AWAY GROUND: Bob Jane 


SUPERSTITIONS: None 

TYPICAL MATCH DAY MEAL: Pasta 
WHAT ARE YOUR STRENGTHS: 
Running at opponent, volleys 

WHAT ARE YOUR WEAKNESSES: 
Winning headers 


FAVOURITE TEAM WHEN GROWING UP: 


Man U 
FAVOURITE OTHER SPORTS:. 
Tennis, Footy 


FAVOURITE OTHER SPORTSPERSON: 


Buddy Franklin 
FAVOURITE FOODS: Mum’s 


FAVOURITE ACTOR/ACTRESS: Jim Carey 


HOBBIES: Gym and Fishing 
FAVOURITE HOLIDAY RESORT: 
Greek Islands 

FAVOURITE NIGHTSPOT: CQ 
IDEAL DATE: Anna Kournikova 
FAVOURITE TV SHOWS: Simpsons 
FAVOURITE MUSIC: House 
FAVOURITE FILM: Scarface 


LAST SOCCER SHIRT YOU BOUGHT: 


Man U 


FUNNIEST RUMOUR YOU’VE HEARD 
ABOUT YOURSELF: It would make the front 


page of GW if | told you! 


BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON CAREER: 


Goran Lozanovski 
BIGGEST DRAG IN SOCCER: 
Being subbed 


FOOTBALL AMBITION: Playing overseas 
WHICH PERSON IN THE WORLD WOULD 


YOU MOST LIKE TO MEET? : 
David Beckham 


YOUR TIP FOR THIS YEAR’S FOXTEL 


CUP: Bergers all the way! 
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Coburg v Pines 7 
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WPL Wrap 12 
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Boo, Katsa & Tsigan 22 & 23 
Interstate 24 
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Goal! Weekly is published every Monday by 
Alimental Enterprises Pty Ltd 
PO Box 142 
Port Melbourne, VIC, 3207 
Phone: 9645-1440 


Printed by 
Streamline Press 
155 Johstone St 
Fitzroy, VIC, 3065 


Distributed by 
All Day Distribution Pty Ltd 
PO Box 42 
North Carlton, VIC, 3054 


News Room: (03) 9645-1440 
Advertising: (03) 9645-1440 


news@goalweekly.com 
mailbag@goalweekly.com 
www.goalweekly.com 


Editor: Costa Koutropoulos 
Art Director: Carlos Ibarra 
Production: Gagandeep Singh, MJ Ali. 


Contributors: 

Nat Adamopoulos, Mark Boric, Richard Bartolo, 
Adrian Ceddia, Bruce Darnell, George Egonidis, 
Andrew Fisher, Jason Gillick, Steven Gray, 
Roy Hay, Markian Jaworsky, Paul Jefferies, 
George Katsamboukas, Eddie Krncevic, 
John Kyrou, Sebastian Kipman, 
George Kouroumalis, Michael Lilikakis, 
Josip Loncaric, Craig MacKenzie, 

Joe Novella,Jeremy O'Neil, Teo Pellizzeri, 
Chris Priftis, Walter Pless, Julius Ross, 


Roger Sleeman, Mike Salter, George Stogiannou, 


Reuben Schembri, Richard Sucksmith, 


Lachlan Taylor, Nick Townsend, Elias Simopoulos, 


Michal Skrodsky, Addy Wetzler, Bruno Zovko, 


Photographers: 
Daniel Flis, Peter Kakalias, Darryl Kennedy, 
John Punshon, Steve Starek. 


‘Therese Duffy, George Stogiannou, Brett Robson, 


Joseph Sirucka 


Goal! Weekly endeavours to be 
as accurate as possible with 

everything it publishes. 

The Fair Trading Act 1999 
requires Goal! Weekly to 

disclaim any belief in the truth or falsity of 
information which is supplied to it and 
which is published in other than editorial content. 


SOCCER MOMEINES 


news@goalweekly.com 


CLUBS DECLARE 


WAR! 


FFV Engulfed in Foxtel Furore 


THE battlelines have been drawn and 
13 Foxtel Cup clubs are threatening 
to embroil the competition sponsor 
and James Merlino, Victorian 
Minister for Sport, Recreation and 
Youth Affairs, in their ugly stoush 
with Football Federation Victoria. 
FFV CEO Mark Rendell spent around 90 
minutes last Wednesday at a meeting with 
the 13 clubs and fielded approximately 
18 questions, many of which centred on 
constitutional matters. 

Once Rendell left the meeting, the clubs 
reached a series of decisions which included 
a backflip on their previous wish to boot 
the AIS out of next year’s competition. 
Nevertheless, the decisions they took 
threaten to derail FFV’s plan to introduce 
a 12-team Foxtel Cup next year and gives 
the AIS just another season in the league. 
These controversial decisions formed the 
main thrust of a letter delivered to Rendell 
last Friday and the clubs have given 
the federation a deadline of Monday 26 
August to respond. 


The major decisions were: 

¢« No relegation from the Foxtel Cup 
this season with two teams promoted 
from Division One, making it a 16-team 
competition next season. 

¢ AIS to be included but only for next season 
with three teams relegated and the AIS 
dumped from the league at season’s end (to 
make it a 12-team competition in 2010). 

¢ If FFV does not agree then the clubs will 
boycott the finals series and the Gold Medal 
award night. 

¢ If FFV does not agree clubs to also stop 


Not happy Jan: FFV CEO Mark Rendell faces a 


revolt from the Foxtel Cup clubs. 


paying fees to FFV and explore avenues for 
the formation of a breakaway competition. 

¢ Clubs to inform the Foxtel organisation of 
the reasons behind their decision and to also 
inform Minister Merlino. 


Not all 13 clubs gave an assurance that 
they would support the decisions outlined 
in the letter. Both Green Gully and South 
Melbourne remained undecided but it’s 
expected that they will join the 11 other 
clubs who are adamant that their voice be 
heard. 

Should the rebel clubs drag the competition 
sponsor and the government minister 


into the dispute then the battle with FFV 
could escalate and gain mainstream media 
coverage, which is potentially damaging to 
the code and could also damage Foxtel’s 
relationship with FFV. 
But it doesn’t end there. Tonight (Monday) 
clubs in State One, Two and Three meet 
and their grievances extend beyond the 
promotion-relegation issue. Many are up 
in arms over the introduction this season 
of fines for juniors and some clubs claim 
that protests lodged over opposition clubs 
fielding ineligible players have yet to be 
dealt with. 
One junior president told me last week that 
he was incensed recently when his 10-year- 
old under—l1s goalkeeper was sent off for 
stepping outside the penalty area and his 
club was fined $100 for the youngster’s 
indiscretion. 
“Children that age cannot under common 
law be held responsible for their actions 
but can be held responsible by Football 
Federation Victoria. It’s a disgrace. I 
wonder how many state and territory 
federations adopt the same system of fines 
for juniors. I wonder how many other sports 
do this.” 
We tried to contact FFV officials last Friday 
afternoon to gain their version of events but 
despite our best efforts we were unable to 
speak to them. We’ll try again this week 
and hopefully we can tell readers what 
the federation’s take on all of this is as we 
believe it is important to give voice to the 
ruling body’s view of what is fast becoming 
all-out rebellion. 
—CRAIG MACKENZIE 


DISCIPLINARY REGULATION REVAMP 


The disciplinary regulations of the 
Hyundai A-League have been revamped 
for the season which started on the 
weekend. 

“The regulations were reviewed because we 
wanted to ensure that football’s disciplinary 
provisions are not only consistent with those of 
the sport internationally, but also with community 
expectations within Australia,’ said Football 
Federation Australia CEO, Ben Buckley. 


The key changes include: 


a the appointment of a three person 
Match Review Panel to review footage of each 
match where players receive a red card (send 


off); 


the appointment of a Disciplinary 
Committee to hear player appeals and direct 
referrals; 


the capacity for FFA to directly refer 
matters to the Disciplinary Committee if the 


referee has made an “obvious error” and the 
matter is contrary to the good image of football; 
O the capacity for players to challenge a 
red card decision on the basis that the referee, 
in possession of all the facts including available 
broadcast footage, has made an error; 

O an increase in the number of 
accumulated yellow cards to 5 before a one 
match suspension is received. For every 3 yellow 
cards after this, the player receives a two match 
suspension; and 

O the opening of hearings of the 
Disciplinary Committee and the subsequent 
Appeals Committee to accredited media for 
reporting purposes and subject to certain 
conditions. 


The new Match Review Panel is to be chaired 
by former referee, Barry Such. Other members 
include former Socceroos, Alan Davidson and 
Jean Paul de Marigny and another former referee, 
Simon Micallef. 


The Disciplinary Committee is to be 
chaired by John Marshall SC with lawyer and 
former Socceroo, Peter Tredinnick, as Deputy 
Chairman. 

FFA’s new disciplinary regulations 
were developed during the off season following 
an analysis of other systems including FIFA’s, 
the Asian Football Confederation’s and other 
football leagues, as well as consultation with legal 
practitioners, former football players, the AFL, 
NRL, referees and the Australian Professional 
Footballers’ Association, Hyundai A-League 
clubs and State member federations. 

“We hope the new set of regulations 
will eliminate many of the inconsistencies that 
existed in the system over the first three years of 
the Hyundai A-League and ensure that players, 
referees, clubs and fans have certainty over the 
disciplinary regulations and process,” Buckley 
said. 
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Melbourne Knights v 
Western Suburbs 
Knights Stadium 

Sun 24 Aug KO 3:00PM 


Richmond v A.I.S 
Kevin Bartlett Reserve 
Sun 24 Aug KO 3:00PM 


Whittlesea Zebras v 
Oakleigh Cannons 
Epping Soccer Stadium 
Sun 24 Aug KO 3:00PM 


Please check the 
FFV website 
for any fixture changes. 
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GREEN GULLY 
CAVALIERS 


FOXTEL 5 


| Round 25 - VPL Match of the Day 


GULLY WRAPS UP 


2-0 MINOR PREMIERSHIP 


MELBOURNE 


KNIGHTS 


This season’s title favourites Green 
Gully and Melbourne Knights squared 
off at Green Gully reserve on a wet and 
windy Saturday evening. 

The Knights made the short trip down 
Sunshine Avenue with plenty of confidence 
after defeating Preston Lions last week, whilst 
Green Gully were looking to claim the minor 
championship with a win. 

Knights coach Chris Taylor had to contempt 
with selection headaches for all the wrong 
reasons, with four first team regulars out injured, 
and top scorer Andrew Barisic suspended after 
collecting his quota of yellow cards. Ivan 
Franjic took the spot of Barisic, however the 
winger was clearly not 100% fit himself. 

Ian Dobson named an unchanged squad that 
had defeated the Suburbs a week earlier. Mile 
Medjedovic took the place of Kristijan Ivesic 
in the starting line up. 

Green Gully created the first chance of the 
game early on, Campbell Banks cross was met 
by Mathew Sanders that drew a fingertip save 
from Knights keeper Anthony Loncaric. 

At the other end Steven Tilovski showed 


why he is being touted as the best keeper in 
the league, saving a point blank shot from Ivan 
Franjic, after some good work from Iosifidis 
and Spiteri had set up the opportunity. 
Tilovski was again called into action to save 
a long rang ebullet from Piorkowski, but the 
Knights playing with only one recognised 


Knights see Red As Gully Leave It late 


forward, created chances few and far between. 
Their task got even harder when Stefan 
Piorkowski was send off after just 28mins. 
Piorkowski reacted angrily to a challenge 
from Andy Vargas, with the young midfielder 
deciding to take action into his own hands, 
directly in front of the official deservedly 
earned him his marching orders. The home 
side could not take advantage of the extra man 
immediately, as the teams went into the break 
deadlocked. 

Green Gully came out with intent in the 
second half, but were met with a resilient 
Knights defence desperate to hold on for at 
least a point. Loncaric grew in confidence and 
comfortably collected the numerous amount of 
crosses the Gully midfielders put into the box. 

However it was the visitors who should have 
opened the scoring, after a counter attack led to 
Joe Spiteri finding the ball at his feet inside the 
box, turning his marker Spiteri was left only 
with the keeper to beat, Tilovski again proving 
his weight in gold, magnificently saved the 
point blank shot. 

Ian Dobson obviously frustrated that his 
team could not take advantage of the extra 
man, brought on Ivesic and Koce Delev to try 
and break the deadlock, but as time ticked past 
the eightieth minute it looked more likely the 
Knights would hold on. Dobson then made his 
last change of the game bringing on younger 
Aziz Behich, and almost immediately Gully 


The man with the golden touch: Green Gully’s lan Dobson (centre) has all but secured yet 
another Minor VPL premiership for the Green Machine from Gully Reserve. In the background 
Knights coach Chris Taylor can still prepare for the real deal with finals football 
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Champagne on Ice: Gully’s Koce Delev and Steve Burton get that winning feeling after 
two goals in the last six minutes essentially eliminated their nearest rivals from the minor 


took the lead. Behichs’ cutback set up the other 
substitute Koce Delev who drove the ball past 
a helpless Loncaric from just inside the area, 
and making Dobson look like a master coach. 

The game was sealed minutes later, when 
Steven Burton curled his free-kick to the back 
post to Mile Medjedovic to apply the finishing 
touches and earn Green Gully the three 
important points. 

Green Gully now extend thier lead to four 
points ahead of the Knights at the top of the 
Foxtel Cup ladder, but the Knights have a game 
in hand when they meet Oakleigh Cannons at 
Knights stadium on Wednesday night (KO 
8:30pm), before they meet Western Suburbs on 
the final day of the season next Sunday also 
at Knights stadium (KO 3:00pm). Should the 
Knights pick up maximum points from thier 
remaining fixtures, Green Gully must defeat 
form Fawkner Blues in thier last game of the 
season at CB Smith Reserve next Sunday (KO 
3:00pm), to claim the minor championship. 
Regardless it looks as though the Cavaliers and 
Knights look set to meet in the first round of the 
finals, and if both teams can field full strength 
teams, fans are assured of a classic encounter. 


For Professional Football Advice Visit “The Soccer Specialists” and Former Socceroos 


Steve Blair & Ange Postecoglou at Team Sports United 


silverware race 


Green Gully Line Up: Tilovski, Burton, Fak, 
Kole Delev, Fleming, Banks, Sanders (Behich 
80’), Ollerton, Medjedovic, Vargas (Ivesic 
67’), Nikolic (Koce Delev 65’). 


Not Used: Ndongo, Adam. 
Goals: Koce Delev 84’, Mile Medjedovic 88’ 


Yellow Cards: Medjedovic, Vargas, Behich. 
Red Cards: None 


Melbourne Knights Line Up: Loncaric, 
Tosifidis, Grbesa, Cumming, Elvin, Timmons, 
Franjic, Piorkowski, Zahra (Kuna _ 87’), 
Kiratzoglou, Spiteri. 


Not Used: Ozdemir, Thompson, Matkovic, 
Murigqi. 


Yellow Cards: None 
Red Cards: Piorkowski 28’ 


MOM: Steven Burton (GG) 
Crowd 500 @ Green Gully Reserve. 
By Andrew Fisher 


Photos by Daniel Flis 
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Altona Magic overturned a two goal 
deficit to claw its way to a pulsating 
2-2 draw with the AIS in Canberra on 
Saturday. 

Esala Masi and Ryan Baldacchino, 
who opened his account for the Magic after 
making a high profile move from former 
Scottish Premier League outfit Gretna FC, 
scored in the last fifteen minutes of play to 
level the scores and set up a grand stand 
finish. 

The result means that the Magic 
will most likely take out third place in the 
Foxtel Cup standings and assure themselves 
a double crack in the finals. 

The AIS, after occupying a top six 
spot for the majority of the season, look 
certain to miss out and will have to be satisfied 
with a respectable midtable position. 

In an open and entertaining affair, 
the AIS raced to a 2-0 lead, somewhat taking 
maximum advantage of the Magic while it 
adjusted itself to the unfamiliar surroundings 
of the capital city’s Field 14. 

A crowd of almost 100 was in 
attendance, most noticeably a number of 
A-league scouts making the most of quality 
VPL action being played closer to Sydney 
than Melbourne. 

Magic coach Vlado Tortevski was 
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SPL Star Snatches Draw In ACT 


wary of finals football ahead and decided to 
rest first team regulars Phil Riccobene and 
Pece Cergovski. 

Magic sneaked back into the match 
when a long ball found Masi, who latched on 
to it near the penalty box and nipped the ball 
over an approaching goalkeeper. 

With their tales up, Magic pushed 
on and were soon rewarded when another 
move involving Masi culminated in the ball 
making its way to Baldacchino, who made 
no mistake from close range to level the 
scores. 

The comeback typified Magic’s 
fighting spirit — an attribute critical in a 
team’s persona when vying for top honours. 
A major drawback for Magic as it heads into 
the finals is having to play three games in 
seven days. As well as enduring the flight 
to Canberra, it now plays Coburg United 
on Wednesday night and then completes its 
2008 fixture list with a tough game at home 
to an inform Preston Lions on the last day of 
the season. 

Asked about his thoughts on the 
draw against the AIS, Tortevski said, “They 
came at us pretty strongly. I was surprised. 
I’m not sure if the A-league scouts being 
here today had anything to do with that, but 
overall it was a good game. First twenty- 


five minutes I think they dominated, but I 
thought we handled them well.” 

Asked if he was happy with the 
result, Tortevski replied, “You’re never 
happy with a draw. At Altona we always go 
into every game to win. We know we’ve got 
the quality to win every game, but it was 
probably a fair result. We weren’t at the 
races for the first forty-five minutes, but no 
excuses.“ 

In regards to finals football and 
an injury list that includes Henry Fa’arado 
and a recently recovered Michael Curcija, 
Tortevski indicated he was determined to 
be well equipped when the Top Six Series 
starts. “We will do everything in our power 
to recover all the players in our squad, so 
we’re strong when we come up against any 
other team in the finals. The grounds this 
year have caused us problems, but the next 
few weeks are going crucial and we just have 
to be careful about how we rest the players. 
My main objective is finals now and that’s 
what we’re already working towards.” 


By Gordon Bennett 
Photo by Darryl Kennedy 


Former Scittish Premier League star Ryan 
Baldacchino made his mark in the Foxtel Cup 

on Saturday by scoring Magic’s equalizer in 
the 2-2 draw with AIS. 
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EAGLES 


Three premiership points proved 
elusive once again for the Oakleigh 
Cannons in their last home match of 
the season on Friday night. 

The home team led Richmond 
Eagles for almost 50 minutes, only to 
surrender their lead in the 86th minute when 
Richmond striker Jesse Krncevic equalized 
from the penalty spot. 

The 1-1 result means the Cannons 
have won just three of their last 12 games, 
and leaves them in a shaky position at the 
foot of the top six. Reigning premier Preston 
Lions could replace the Cannons in the top 
six by the end of the weekend’s matches. 

Friday night’s clash was played 
under trying conditions on a heavy pitch 
through a misty rain. Both teams had 
difficulty playing the ball through the middle 
and there were long periods when the ball 
appeared to be in the air more than on the 
ground. 

The visitors who were missing the 
league’s top scorer Pablo Cardozo, had three 
shots at goal in the first half, none of which 
were on target. The Cannons in contrast, 
produced seven shots at goal all of which 
missed the target with one notable exception. 
In the 37th minute, a defensive error gifted 
possession to diminutive striker Juan Nilo, 
who produced a sizzling 25 metre left foot 
drive beyond the diving Eagles’ keeper, 
Stuart Webster to open the scoring for the 
Cannons. 

The home team should have 
extended their lead early in the second half 
when a goalkeeping howler gifted Cannons 
striker Tex Apostolikas with a chance to strike 
into an empty net. The young marksman 
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Eagles Leave Cannons Teetering 


however, failed to keep his composure, 
hooking his shot wide of the broad target. 

The visitors introduced speedy 
striker Nick Kalambokis in the second half 
to give them greater options in attack and 
began to look the more threatening of the 
two sides. The skilful Richie Cardozo tested 
Cannons’ keeper Adrian Cagalj with a long 
range effort and again mid-way through the 
half bringing out an acrobatic save from 
Cagalj at his near post. The Eagles were 
producing some telling crosses one of which 
gave Krncevic a header which flew narrowly 
wide of the target. 

Cannons coach Stuart Munro 
withdrew striker Nilo and _ introduced 
defender Adam Ewin. He also introduced 
Jonathan Munoz into the game, withdrawing 
attacking midfielder Brandon Vassallo. 
However all his efforts to shore up his 
defence came unstuck in the 86th minute 
when a retreating Oakleigh defence allowed 
Eagles’ midfielder George Goutzioulis to 
advance towards the box and unleash a low 
drive. 

Cannons’ skipper Felix Rosman 
came under the direct line of fire and as the 
ball flew into his midriff, it struck his arm. 
The referee pointed to the spot to the dismay 
of the Oakleigh bench. Krncevic kept his 
nerve to place the ball into the net and give 
his side a share of the points. 

Oakleigh Cannons coach Stuart 
Munro said after the match, “ Disappointed 
in the way the result was influenced. We 
thought it was an unbelievable decision. 
These players have worked ever so hard, but 
you get to the last 2-3 minutes of the game, 
a player turns and has a shot, hits a player 


The Cannons break the deadlock thanks to a Juan Nilo special 


Not happy Jan II: Cannons fans were incensed at the referee’s decision to award a penalty 
to the Eagles with minutes to spare on the clock 


on the arm who is only two or three yards 
away from him. The rule is, it’s supposed to 
be intentional handball. There’s no way he 
could even get out of the way of the ball, 
never mind do anything about it. The ref 
decides to give a penalty kick in the last two 
minutes to decide the fate of the team and 
what’s going to happen today and that’s very 
disappointing. We’ve still got two games left 
to go and we’ll fight all the way to try and get 
maximum points from these two games and 
then we’ll see where we’re at, at the end of 
the season.” 

Richmond Eagles assistant coach 
Robert Marinkovic commented after the 
game, “First half we probably went the wrong 
way about it, knocking a few too many long 
balls. We didn’t try to play the ball. That was 
our main aim after the break, to try to play 
the ball, push the ball around. The Oakleigh 
players I think found it tough to get their legs 
on the ball in the second half. That was the 
main thing, keep the ball and keep knocking 
it around.” 


Cannons: 

A.Cagalj, EF. Rosman, S. Drakos, T. 
Apostolikas (M. Lujic 81’), J. Nilo ( A. 
Ewin 74’), T.:Waterson, B. Vassallo ( J. 
Munoz 84’), B. Damianos, Scott Webster, 
M Foschini. 


Scorer: Nilo 37’ 


Richmond Eagles: 

Stuart Webster, S. Rexhepi (N. Kalambokis 
45’), S. McLuskey ( J. Latinopoulos 75’), 
D. Tsiaras, J. Krncevic, G. Goutzioulis, 
R. Cardozo, M. Catalano( A. Viola 86), Z. 
Cvetkovski, N Bahnsen, M. Kuck 


Scorer: Krneevic , pen 86’ 
Best on Ground : 
George Goutzioulis 


(Eagles) 


Crowd: 400 
Venue: Jack Edwards Reserve 


Not Happy Jan Ill: Stuart Munro‘s 
expression says it all 


By George Stogiannou 
Photo by Peter Kakalias 
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A very wet and puddle filled Knights 
Stadium saw the postponement of 
the round 25 clash between Coburg 
United and Frankston Pines. 

This game was to bea very important 
fixture for both teams but especially more so 
from the visiting team from the Peninsula. 
Frankston Pines currently find themselves 
propping up the table in last spot with only 
seventeen championship points and they find 
themselves four point away from Fawkner in 
second bottom and five from Western Suburbs 
third from bottom. With only two rounds to 
go this was to be their final chance to stave 
off relegation so the fact this game was 
abandoned will cause them great anxiety. 

Coburg United however are safe 
from the threat of relegation and have 
achieved, what I believe they would have 
set out to do, which was consolidate their 
position in the Victorian Premier League. 
Doubtless though this would have been an 
important game for a number of the players 
because Goran Lozanovski will be looking at 
which players to keep and which to move on 
for the next season so some of the players 
would have had another opportunity to show 
the coach that he should include them in his 
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Wet Weather Cancels Match 


plans for the 2009 campaign. 

The Knights stadium pitch was in 
a sorry state with the grandstand side of the 
pitch covered in water and a linesman would 
have needed a canoe to navigate the line had 
the game gone ahead. The pitch was littered 
with puddles and with this the second game 
having been called off in the past few weeks 
the Knights and Coburg United must look to 
remedy the situation with the drainage of the 
ground for the upcoming season. Traditionally 
the stadium has had a very good pitch which 
has tended to drain very well but this season § 
it has really suffered when conditions have 
been wet. 

In the final round of the season next 
weekend North Coburg travel to the Olympic 
Village to take on Heidelberg whilst the 
Frankston Pines entertain South Melbourne. 

Coburg also have a catch up round 
22 match this Wednesday in which they travel / 
to Paisley Park to play the Magic kickoff is \ 
7:30pm . t 


By Reuben Schembri 
Photo by Daniel Flis 
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Some people believe that sophisticated furniture 
shouldn't be sold at such unpretentious prices. 
Anyway, what would they know... 
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In wet and wintery conditions at 
Connor’ Reserve an entertaining 
game took place between second 
from bottom Fawkner Blues and 
Preston Lions . 

This game was very important for 
the Lions to keep there final hopes alive, 
whilst for Fawkner ,unless there is some legal 
battle with the Victorian Federation we can 
say the Blues are looking at First Division 
next year after more than two decades in the 
Victoria’s premier competition . 

In summary, the final result was 
flattering for the Lions and the game was in 
fact far more even , with Preston taking their 
opportunities with precision, and Fawkner 
squandering their many opportunities in 
front of goal. 

The opening goal of the game was realized 
by Chris Greechan with a perfect pass by 
Ricky Chillico to split the Lions defense and 
strike to put the Blues 1-0 after 29 minutes. 

The Blues looked good until Ricky 
Chillico was carried of the ground with an 
injury and the momentum seemed to change. 
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Blues Face First Drop In Twenty Years 


The Lions hit back in the last second period 
of the first half with a corner kick which 
found Kolevski’s head making the score 
1-1 at half time. The Blue would have been 
disappointed to concede so close to the break 
after all its hard work. 

With only a few minutes played 
the in the second ahlf ex-Fawkner captain 
Michael Bosevski from a free -kick stroked 
the ball perfectly into left side of the goals 
and a fully stretched keeper Michael 
Fiorenza was unable to keep the ball out of 
the Fawkner goals. 

By now, Preston were on top of 
the Blues and Micovski come very close to 
scoring again for the Lions. This time hgis 
effort just wide of the goals. Daniel Rocco 
was moved into the centre of the park and 
started to put a number of good passes 
together with Joseph Youseff and the Blues 
were once again looking dangerous. 

The Lions however had other ideas and 
scored again, this time from another set piece. 
A ccorner found Sapazovski totally unmarked 
in the penalty box and he gratefully headed a 
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third goal with some very sloppy defending 
by the Blues. 

The Blues refused to lie down and 
re-commenced its surge of attacks on the 
Lion, first with a Youseff shot brilliantly 
saved by Acevski, and then Greechan. 
Youseff again missing the target with literally 
the goals at his mercy. Opportunities should 
have been capitalized and this in fact was 
the telling difference between the two teams 
today. 

Fawkner keeper Fiorenza made 
a finger tip save in the 80 minute from a 
Preston forward attack. 

In the dying minutes of the match 

the referee awarded a penalty to the Lions, 
when Alibeyi missed his tackle in the penalty 
box . 
Anastasiou took the kick for Preston and 
made no mistake from the spot to make it a 
final score of 4-1 to the Lions and game over 
for the Blues. 

The Blues whilst disappointed with 
the result again fought a very spirited game 
under new coach Carlos Retre 


Prestonlions:Acevski, Bosevski, Sapasovski, 
schwal, Anastasiou, Georgiovski, Toleski, 
Sterjovski, Miskas, Kolevski ,Micovski 


Goals: Kolevski 45, Bosevski 49, Sapazovski 
67, Anastasiou 85, 


Fawkner Blues: Fiorenza, Anifaloyin, 
Rocco, Principato,  Alibeyi, Youssef, 
Chillico), Greechan, Cogger, Zilic, Petralito) 
Bench: Schwalger, Juric, Bazzano, Masic, 
Tuck 


Goals: Greechan 29 


By Richard Bartolo 
Photos by Daniel Flis 


Preston’s Johnny Sapazovski looks like he’s about to pull a “Monkey Magic Scissor Kick” as the Fawkner defence is in disarray and unable to cope with the onslaught 
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, HEIDELBERG 
‘UNITED 


Heidelberg United have staked their 
claims for a finals berth following 
their emphatic 4-1 win over Western 
Suburbs today at Ralph Reserve. 

The ‘Bergers dominated for most 
of the game & might have won by a larger 
margin but for the combination of some fine 
‘keeping by Stjepan Gal for Suburbs and 
some indifferent finishing in front of goal. 
The game was played on a heavy & slippery 
Ralph Reserve, but thankfully for those in 
attendance, the rain held off for the main 
game, which was played in cool & slightly 
overcast conditions. 

Although Heidelberg enjoyed the 
better of the early exchanges, neither side 
really threatened their opponents’ goals in the 
first quarter hour of play. Serkan Oksuz was 
causing the ‘Berger defence some concern 
& Joshua Groenewald likewise was looking 
lively up front for the visitors. 

Heidelberg took the lead via 
skipper Tony Ouliaris after 18 minutes. He 
had made a run across the penalty box & 
was picked out by Alilovic from a dead ball 
situation, and flicked a backward glanced 
header just past the outstretched arms of Gal 
& into the net. The visitors, visibly lifted by 
the goal, now stepped up the pace in search 
of a second, but spurned several chances to 
effectively seal the points before half-time. 

In the space of 15 minutes, first 
Vassiliadis blasted wide after a neat one-two 
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ROUT SUBURBS 
Suburbs In Relegation Strife 


with Aleksovksi; then Groenewald had a 
rasping shot parried over by Gal; a lob-shot 
from Ouliaris from the resultant corner was 
tipped wide by Gal & in perhaps the best 
opportunity, Gasparis shot tamely after a 25- 
metre run with just the ‘keeper to beat. 

With Western Suburbs finding itself 
firmly on the back foot, it relied on counter 
attacks & Igor Kraphko was denied by a 
sprawling Gavalas, before Heidelberg again 
squandered a couple of late chances in the 
first half through Aleksovski & Hockless. 
The home side would have been relieved to 
go into the main break at just a goal down. 

Kenny Murphy’s charges began the 
second half in a much more positive fashion, 
and from a corner just three minutes into the 
second period of play levelled the scores at 
1-1. The ball found its way to unmarked 
defender Eddie Cetkin at the far post, and he 
took aim to slot the ball home despite some 
desperate defending by the ‘Bergers on the 
goal-line. Western Suburbs equaliser saw 
them on top for the only time in the game 
& they may well have taken a shock lead 
shortly after, but Krapkho’s shot drifted well 
wide of the mark. 

Heidelberg, sensing their finals’ 
push being derailed, began to take control 
again & from a Hockless throw-in deep on 
the left, Gasparis found his way past Tsonis 
& neatly shot home past Gal to restore the 
lead for the visitors. 
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Moments later, Kraphko again shot 
wide after a neat one-two with Oksuz, this a 
timely reminder to Heidelberg that there was 
still much work to be done to seal all three 
points. Just after the hour mark, Heidelberg’s 
midfield superiority in class finally broke the 
game open. From another throw in which 
found Aleksovski on the right, the winger 
cut inside, managing to shake off his marker 
& find an umarked run from Alilovic, who 
drilled home a powerful left foot drive from 
15 metres to give Heidelberg a two goal 
cushion. 

At this stage, Western Suburbs 
realising that their season was on the line, 
began to push more players forward in hope 
of salvaging a result. As aconsequence, more 
& more gaps opened up for the ‘Bergers to 
exploit. With less than 10 minutes to play, 
the visitors were awarded a penalty for a foul 
on substitute Chris Reid & it was Hockless 
who duly converted to round out the scoring 
at 4-1. 

Suburbs had one last shot on the 
turn by Sianidis that was well held by 
Gavalas, and the match finished on a comical 
note, with a penalty save by Gal after the 
linesman had spotted a deliberate handball 
by a Suburbs defender following a dubious 
corner awarded to Heidelberg. 

The 4-1 win puts Heidelberg back into the 
top six with one game remaining and puts 
Western Suburbs into needing all things 
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to fall its way to avoid relegation. Next 
Sunday sees Western Suburbs taking on the 
Melbourne Knights at Knights Stadiums, 
whereas Heidelberg United host Coburg 
United at the Olympic Village. 


Final score at Ralph Reserve: Heidelberg 
United 4 (Ouliaris 19’, Gasparis 54’, Alilovic 
64’, Hockless (penalty) 83’) defeated Western 
Suburbs I (Cetkin 48’) 


Man of the Match: 
Denis Alilovic (Heidelberg United) 


Crowd: 600 


Western Suburbs: Gal; Tsonis, Cetkin, Roama 
(Tolios 65’); Kindtner, Cvetanovski, Sianidis, 
I. Razov, Kraphko; Oksuz (Kalogeracos 76’), 
T.Razov (Damianou 66’) 


Yellow Cards: I. Razov, Cvetanovski 
Red Cards: Nil 


Heidelberg United: Gavalas; Vassiliadis, 
Ouliaris, Roberts, Drossos; Aleksovski, Hockless, 
Alilovic, Gasparis (Reid 76’); Groenewald 
(Paton 64’), Tsiorlas (Ameti 82’) 


Yellow Cards: Hockless 
Red Cards: Nil 


By John Fotinos 
Photo by Daniel Flis 
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Western Suburbs Eddie Cetkin hits the back of the net to pull the home side level. Inset: The Bergers have the last laugh after hitting four by the time the afternoon was out. 
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South Melbourne and Whittlesea have 
played out a tough one all draw at Bob 
Jane Stadium this Sunday. 

During a sunny first half in what 
was perfect conditions for football South 
Melbourne got off to the best possible of 
starts. 


After just 10 minutes a South 
Melbourne cross from the left flank found 
the head of Gianni Di Nittis who made no 
mistake to give South the early lead. 

Whittlesea were immediately stung 
into action and almost equalised through 
Goran Talevski minutes later as he ran at the 
South defence, cut right and then cut back 
left forcing a tremendous save for departing 
veteran goalkeeper Dean Anastasiadis. 

However, from then on as the game 
settled down it was South Melbourne who 
began to control proceedings and create the 
better chances. A Hamlet Armenian scissor 
kick forcing another save in one of many first 
half highlights. 

Fernando also began to get involved 
in the game, with a nice run to the edge of the 
box striking just over the crossbar. 

However, it was Whittlesea who 
managed to get onto the score sheet next 
after Steve Martin followed up from a long 
range strike which Anastasiadis should’ve 
saved, knocking in the rebound to level the 
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ENDS IN DRAW 


Legend Hangs Up The Gloves For Good 


scores just before half time. 

The second half was a fairly 
scrappy affair with South Melbourne clearly 
in control, Whittlesea seemingly playing on 
the counter attack. 

However, Talevski seemed to relish 
this position, giving him space to run at the 
South Melbourne defence. As he slipped a 
through ball to Ryan O’Hare who should’ve 
put the Zebras in front, but his poor strike 
was comfortably saved. 

South’s dominance in possession 
began to create some chances, a Hamlet 
Armenian run down the left, sliding the ball 
across the goalface, however, there were no 
teammates to connect to his cross. 

Substitute Goran Zoric even tried to 


get in on the act, running past 2 defenders 


and striking just wide to the right. 


However, time ran out for both — 


teams, South looking the more likely to find 
a winner could not get the killer blow in the 
final third. 

In the end both teams were forced 


to share the spoils, unable to find a winner, | 


perhaps a reflection on the disappointing 
season both teams have had. 


By Mark Murray 
Photos by Peter Kakalias 
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Dean Anastasiadis does what he does best and punches clear for one of the last times 
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Dean Anastasiadis receieves a hero’s send-off by his team-mates at Bob Jane yesterday. The lakeside legend has given outstanding service over the years to the Blue and Whites 


Monday 18 Aug 2008 


12 


The WPL season is all but complete, 
but there is still one place in the finals 
yet to be decided. Two more teams 
secured their positions in the finals 
this weekend in Round 21, with Preston 
Lions and Heidelberg United doing 
enough to claim their places in the 
top five. Box Hill secured the minor 
premiership with a win, and South 
Melbourne, Eltham North and Preston 
Lions all also enjoyed victories. 

Box Hill Inter wrapped up the 
minor premiership this weekend, defeating 
Sandringham 2-0 at Wembley Park on Friday 
night. The home side left it late to secure the 
win, however, with Amanda Lawless and 
Belinda Pacella waiting until the second half 
to find the net. It was Inter’s fifteenth victory 
of the season, and it is now five points clear 
of second-placed Ashburton with one game 
to go. Finishing top of the ladder gives Box 
Hill an easier passage in the finals, as it will 
go directly through to the second round of 
the finals and indeed it could even make the 
Grand Final with just one more victory. For 
Sandringham, the news is less positive, with 
its third defeat in four games moving it outside 
the top five for the first time this season. More 
worryingly, it has only managed to score twice 
in its past seven games, and it must win its final 
game and have other results go its way to make 
the finals. 

Deanna Niceski ran riot for Eltham 
North on Saturday, scoring four goals as her 
team defeated GSL 5-1 at Anderson Park. The 
match was still in the balance at half time, with 
the home side enjoying a narrow 2-1 lead, but 
the second half was all Eltham as it scored a 
further three unanswered goals. Aside from 
Niceski’s four goals, Stephanie Simpson was 
also on target for Eltham, with Mollie Emond 
scoring for the visitor. The win lifts Eltham 
back into the top five, thanks to its superior 
goal difference over Sandringham, with which 
it is level on points. With one game to play, 
the equation for Eltham is simple: a win will 
guarantee it a place in the finals. For GSL, the 
top flight journey is all but over, as it has one 
game to play and is twelve points adrift of the 
next closest team. That said, with a decision 
yet to be made over relegation and promotion, 
who knows where it will play next season! 

Heidelberg United and Ashburton 
may well meet in the first round of the finals, 
and they warmed up for that potential clash 
with a 1-1 draw at Olympic Village on Sunday. 
First blood was to the visiting side, which 
enjoyed a 1-0 half time lead thanks to Christine 
Pfeiffer, but United levelled after the interval 
through Melanie Camilleri, and that was how 
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Ashburton keeper Antoinette Michail gets down to stop Heidelberg’s Belinda Pannella 


WOMENFSPREMIERUEAGUE 


Round Nineteen 


INTER CLINCH MINOR HONOURS 


Bergers and Lions Secure Finals Spots 
* 7 


* 


Plenty to smile about ... Eltham North’s Deanna Niceski (centre) has just scored her fourth goal 
against GSL. Claire Groom is on hand to share the joy 


it finished. Ashburton has now surrendered 
any chance of overtaking Box Hill at the top of 
the ladder, and must settle for second place, of 
which it is assured. Heidelberg is fourth on the 
ladder at present, but could claim third place 
in next week’s final round of the season. It is, 
however, guaranteed a place in the top five 
even if it loses, thanks to a vastly superior goal 
difference over the teams battling it out below 
it. 

South Melbourne finished its season 
in style, with a 5-0 rout of Bendigo Vipers in 
Albert Park on Sunday. Laura Spiranovic gave 
the home side the advantage in the first half, 
but it was after the interval that South really 
turned on the style, scoring a further four goals 
without reply. Aimee Benton scored a brace, 
with Lara Kezer also netting twice. South has 
now won three of its last four matches, and it 
climbs above Keilor Park on the ladder and 
into ninth place. It was Bendigo’s equal worst 
defeat of the season, and it is suffering a real dip 
in form as the season ends, conceding thirteen 
goals in its last three games, all without scoring 
a goal. It remains seventh on the ladder, as it 
has for much of the season. 

A second-half resurgence from 
Preston Lions secured it a place in the finals, as 
it defeated Casey Comets 3-2 at Casey Stadium 
on Sunday. The home side led into the interval, 
with goals from Marcelina Alegria and Talia 
Silivestros giving it a 2-1 advantage. However, 
Preston fought back after the break, scoring 


two unanswered goals to snatch the victory and 
guarantee itself a position in the finals. Goals 
from Sarah Sumner (2) and Sarah Lovett were 
key for Preston. The win propels Preston into 
third place on the ladder, four points clear of 
sixth place, and guaranteed to finish no lower 
than fourth. Casey remains eighth on the ladder, 
although it can climb to seventh with victory in 
its final match of the season. 

Next weekend marks the end of the 
regular WPL season, with one place in the 
finals still yet to be determined, and all matches 
taking place at the same time, 3pm on Sunday. 
At Ashburton Park, Ashburton hosts Box Hill 
Inter in a battle between the top two sides in 
the competition, while at Comets Stadium, 
Sandringham will be fighting for a place in 
the finals in a must-win game against Casey 
Comets. 

Eltham North travels to BT Connor 
Reserve to face Preston Lions, in a game that 
Eltham must win to secure its place in the top 
five, while at Latrobe City Sports Club, the 
bottom two teams, GSL and Keilor Park play 
for pride alone. And Moama Sports Club is the 
venue for the final match of the round, when 
Bendigo Vipers take on Heidelberg United. 
South Melbourne’s season is already complete, 
and it enjoys the bye. 


By Niki Cook 
Photos by John Punshon 
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Gippsalnd’s Stephanie Tanti gives Sarah Gooney 
(Eltham North) plenty of opposition 
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Goal! Weekly 


WPL ROUND 19 RESULTS 


Box Hill Inter 2 (A Lawless B Pacella) 
Sandringham 0, Eltham North 5 (D 
Niceski 4 S Simpson) GSL 1 (M Emond), 
Heidelberg Utd 1 (MCamilleri) Ashburton 
1 (C Pfeiffer), South Melbourne 5 (A 
Benton 2 T Vrettakos 2 L Spiranovic) 
Bendigo Vipers 0, Casey Comets 2 (M 
Alegria T Silivestros) Preston Lions 3 (S 
Lovett S Sumner 2) 


WPL STANDINGS 


PWODL FA PT 
1915 2 2 551247 
1912 6 1 421742 
1912 0 7 27 23 36 
1911 2 6 522735 


Box Hill Inter 
Ashburton 
Preston Lions 
Heidelberg Utd 


Eltham North 1910 2 7 45 26 32 
Sandringham 19955 211932 
Bendigo Vipers 19559 12 3420 


19 5 311 273518 
20 5 213 324517 
19 4 411 3046 16 
19 1117 1574 4 


Casey Comets 
South Melbourne 
Keilor Park 

GSL 


UPCOMING FIXTURES 


Ashburton v Box Hill Inter 
Ashburton Park 
Sun 24 Aug KO 3:00PM 


Casey Comets v Sandringham 
Comets Stadium 
Sun 24 Aug KO 3:00PM 


Preston Lions v Eltham North 
BT Connor Reserve 
Sun 24 Aug KO 3:00PM 


GSL v Keilor Park WSC 
Latrobe City Sports Club 
Sun 24 Aug KO 3:00PM 


Bye v South Melbourne 
Gardiners Creek Reserve 
Sun 24 Aug KO 3:00PM 


Bendigo Vipers v Heidelberg Utd 
Moama Sports Club 
Sun 24 Aug KO 3:00PM 


*Eastern Lions has withdrawn from 
the WPL. 


WPL RESERVES RESULTS 


Box Hill Inter 3 Sandringham 2, Eltham North 
0 GSL 1, Heidelberg Utd 0 Ashburton 0, South 
Melbourne 0 Bendigo Vipers 4, Casey Comets 
2 Preston Lions 2 


WPL RESERVES STANDINGS 


PWDLF A PT 


Ashburton 1917 117011 52 
Box Hill Inter 1916 2 15614 50 
Sandringham 1912 2 56425 38 
Heidelberg Utd 19° 9° 7 3-35.21 32 
Keilor Park 19 8 5 6 3625 28 
Casey Comets 19 73 9 3444 24 
Bendigo Vipers 19 7 1112936 22 
GSL 19 3 4121446 13 
Preston Lions 19 2 5122051 11 
Eltham North 19 2 5121350 11 
South Melbourne 20 3 3142775 11 
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Goal! Weekly 


The wait is over. The ‘Greatest Show 
On Earth’ - The English Premier 
League - returned to action this 
weekend as its followers — over half 
a billion people in 202 countries — 
tuned in to the most watched sporting 
league in the World. 

And it didn’t disappoint. The seemingly 
endless months of the off-season finally 
came to an end as newly promoted clubs, 
refurbished teams and title aspirants hit the 
immaculate turf across England. 

To add to the excitement in Europe, 
Germany’s Bundesliga kicked off and France 
and Scotland’s respective leagues continued 
in their second week of action. 


Goal! Weekly’s Julius Ross checks out the 
key highlights of the European weekend. 


ONE HULL OF A DAY IN ENGLAND 
Hull City began their first ever foray into 
England’s top-tier competition in their 104- 
year history with a passionate and historic 
victory, with a dramatic late winner on the 
opening weekend of the 2008/09 English 
Premier League season. 

The Kingston Communications Stadium 
were sent into raptures in the 81st minute 
when the Tigers completed a sensational 
comeback over Fulham, with substitute 
Caleb Folan slotting home the winner for a 
2-1 victory. 

Newly promoted Stoke City experienced a 
more grueling return to their first Premier 
League campaign in 23 years, with Bolton 
showing no mercy for the newcomers, 
smashing in three goals in 11 first-half 
minutes. 

Stoke’s Ricardo Fuller managed to pull a 
consolation goal back for the away side in the 
90th minute, but the Potters were ultimately 
given a reality check of the difficulties the 
side will face in the coming season in the top 
flight. 

Arsenal took only four minutes to re- 
commence the goal scoring inthe Premiership 
in their lunchtime kick-off against Coca-Cola 
Championship winners West Bromwich 
Albion, courtesy of a debut goal from Samir 
Nasri. 

The £12 million dollar ex-Marseille man 
side-footed home early in the first half, 
but Arsenal failed to convert continued 
pressure, 62% possession and 28 shots into 
an extended lead. 

Tottenham’s £45 million summer spending 
spree failed to produce the goods against 
Middlesbrough at the Riverside Stadium, 
where the London club’s new signings were 
unsuccessful in producing an opening day 
victory; Spurs succumbing to a 2-1 defeat. 
Dean Ashton opened his West Ham account 
for the new season, the blond topped striker 


EUROPEAN WRAP 


OPEN SEASON 


PREMIER LEAGUE RETURNS 


Hull In Wonderland, Stokes Baptism Of Fire 


hitting two goals in a gutsy win over a 
determined Wigan side. 

The Hammers had to hold on against a 
Lactic fight-back, but although Amr Zaki 
pulled one back for Steve Bruce’s men, they 
were unable to convert 27 shots into more 
than one goal. 

Ex-Manchester United and Liverpool star 
Paul Ince secured three points in his first 
competitive match as manager of Blackburn, 
thanks to a winner from defender Andre 
Ooijer four minutes into injury time against 
Everton. 

Rovers’ 3-2 victory echoed the type of grit 
and determination their manager showed on 
pitch during his playing days. 

In the final match of the afternoon, an 
opportunistic strike from prolific Spanish 
goal scorer Fernando Torres gave Liverpool 
all three points against Roy Keane’s 
transformed Sunderland side with a 1-0 
victory. 

Torres started where he left off last year by 
powering home a sensational finish from 25- 
yards to hand Rafa Benitez’s side a perfect 
start to the season. 

Title favourites Manchester United and 
Chelsea kicked-off their season on Sunday 
night against Newcastle and Portsmouth, 
respectively, while Aston Villa entertained 
Manchester City to round out the 
Premiership’s opening fixtures. 


Substitute Caleb Folan ensures Hull City’s debut 
in the Premier League ends with a historic 2-1 
win over Fulham. 


HOPEFUL HOFFENHEIM IN HAPPY 


DEBUT 
Across to the continent, and German 
Champions Bayern Munich and _last 


season’s runners-up Werder Bremen failed 
to impress during their opening day fixtures 
in the 46th season of the Bundesliga, paving 
the way for little known 1899 Hoffenheim 
to enter the spotlight. 

The newly promoted Hoffenheim kicked off 
their first ever season in the German top- 


flight by demolishing Energie Cottbus 3-0 
to surge to the dizzy heights of the top of the 
Bundesliga table. 

Despite being amongst the favourites for the 
drop this season, Hoffenheim showed few 
opening day nerves to humiliate Cottbus 
through a double from Vedad Ibssevic and a 
Demba Ba strike. 

Title hopefuls Schalke 04 joined Hoffeinheim 
at the top, courtesy of their 3-0 rout over 
Hannover 96, with all three goals coming 
from clinical dead-ball situations. 

German international Kevin Kuryani made 
a solid start to the season by nodding home 
two set-piece drills, whilst Marcelo Bordon 
headed home from a corner. 

Bundesliga holders and 20-time winner 
Bayern Munich made a slow start to 
their title defence on Friday night with an 
unconvincing 2-2 draw against Hamburg 
SV. 

Munich surrendered a 2-0 lead in the opening 
fixture of the new season, with Hamburg 
fighting back for a deserved point to spoil 
Jurgen Klinsmann’s first game in charge of 
the German giants. 

Last season’s runner-up Werder Bremen 
also shared the spoils in a 2-2 draw with 
Bundesliga strugglers Arminia Bielefeld, 
a side which has failed to finish above 12th 
in the German top flight in the last four 
seasons. 

In the match of the round, Borussia 
Dortmund recorded a thrilling 3-2 victory 
over Bayer Leverkusen, with the away team 
holding on to secure three points despite a 
late surge from the home side. 

In other fixtures, VfL Wolfsburg turned 
a 1-0 deficit against Colonge into a 2-1 
victory with two second-half goals, whilst 
Karlsruhe SC recorded a comfortable 1-0 
win over VfL Bochum. 

The opening round of the Bundesliga 
concluded on Sunday night, when Hertha 
Berlin traveled to Eintracht Frankfurt and 
Borussia Moenchengladbach, who return 
to the Bundesliga after gaining promotion 
once more, entertained Stuttgart. 


RANGERS MAINTAIN PRESSUE ON 
GLASGOW RIVALS 

Back over the North Sea to the United 
Kingdom and Rangers maintained their 
winning start to the Scottish Premier League 
by defeating Hearts 2-0 on the second 
weekend of SPL fixtures. 

The win sustains the early season pressure 
on titleholders and Old Firm rivals Celtic 
who traveled to Dundee United on Sunday. 
In other SPL results, Hibernian secured 
a 3-2 victory over Falkirk, Motherwell 
lost 1-0 at home to Aberdeen, Hamilton 
Academical secured victory by the same 
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score line over Inverness Caledonian 
Thistle, while St Mirren played out a 0-0 
draw with Kilmarnock. 


TITLE HOPEFUL BORDEAUX DROP 
VITAL POINTS 

South and into France, and the second week 
of French fixtures continued in the 7|st 
Ligue | season but there was still no clear 
title charge evident. 

Paris Saint Germain upset one of the 
competition’s favourites, Girondins 
Bordeaux, with a goal from their new 
summer signing, striker Guillaume Hoarau. 
Monaco failed to keep their 100% record, 
but maintained first spot on the Ligue table 
when they drew 1-1 with newly promoted 
FC Nantes. 

Saint Etienne claimed their first victory ofthe 
season with a win over Sochaux, condemning 
the club to its second consecutive defeat and 
an early place in the relegation zone. 

Other results saw Nice claim the scalp of 
Nancy in a 2-1 victory, Toulouse brought 
newly promoted Le Harve back to earth by 
the same score line and Caen entered the top 
three with a 3-1 win over Valenciennes. 

Le Mans defeated Lille 3-1 to round out the 
second week of fixtures on Saturday, while 
defending champions Olympique Lyon 
continued their title defence against Lorient, 
Grenoble hosted Rennes and Marseille 
welcomed Auxerre to the South of France 
on Sunday. 


By Julius Ross 
Photos by Soccer Way 


Paris Saint-Germain Ludovic Giuly (L) 
clashes with Bordeaux's Yoann Gourcuff 
during their French L1 football match at the 
Parc des Princes Stadium in Paris. PSG 
won 1-0. 


EPL RESULTS 


Arsenal 1-0 West Bromwich Albion 
Hull City 2 - 1 Fulham 

Everton 2 - 3 Blackburn Rovers 
Middlesbrough 2 - 1 Tottenham Hotspur 
Bolton Wanderers 3 - 1 Stoke City 
West Ham United 2 - 1 Wigan Athletic 
Sunderland 0 - 1 Liverpool 


P PTS 
1 Bolton 1 3 
2 Blackburn 1 3 
3 Hull 1 3 
4 Middlesbro 1 3 
5 West Ham 1 3 
6 Arsenal 1 3 
7 Liverpool 1 3 


BUNDESLIGA RESULTS SPL RESULTS 


Bayern Munchen 2 - 2 Hamburger SV 
Bayer Leverkusen 2 - 3 B Dortmund 
FC Energie Cottbus 0 - 3 TSG 1899 
VfL Wolfsburg 2 - 1 1. FC Koln 
Karlsruher SC 1 - 0 VfL Bochum 

FC Schalke 04 3 - 0 Hannover 96 
Arminia Bielefeld 2 - 2 Werder Bremen 


p PTS 
1 TSG Hoffenheim 1 
2 Schalke 04 1 
3 Borussia Dortmund 1 
4 Wolfsburg 1 
5 Karlsruhe 1 
6 Hamburg 1 
7 Werder Bremen 1 
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Motherwell 0 - 1 Aberdeen 

Saint Mirren 0 - 0 Kilmarnock 
Caledonian Thistle 0 - 1 Hamilton Acad 
Glasgow Rangers 2 - 0 Heart of Midloth 
Hibernian 3 - 2 Falkirk 


4 
n 


1 Hamilton 

2 Rangers 

3 Kilmarnock 

4 Inverness CT 
5 Celtic 

6 Hibernian 

7 Hearts 
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LIGUE 1 RESULTS 


Lille OSC 1 - 3 Le Mans UC 72 

Toulouse FC 2 - 1 Le Havre AC 

OGC Nice 2 - 1 AS Nancy Lorraine 

SM Caen 3 - 1 Valenciennes AFC 

St Etienne 2 - 1 FC Sochaux Montbéliard 
FC Nantes 1 - 1 AS Monaco FC 

Paris Saint Germain 1 - 0 FC Bordeaux 


PTS 
1 Monaco 4 
2 Lyon 

3 Caen 

4 Le Mans 
5 Auxerre 
6 Grenoble 


7 Lorient 


|= 3 2 PNM = hb 
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With three rounds to go in the State 
League Division one season it is 
crunch time for as much as seven or 
eight teams in this divison relation to 
the promotion and relegation battles 


at seasons end. GW’s Reuben 


Schembri takes a look at what 
possibly lays ahead as we enter the 
business end of the season. 


Relegation 

Right now the bottom four is Westgate 
(9th) on sixteen points with a minus eight 
goal difference, Langwarrin (10th) on 16 
points with a minus eight goal difference, 
Keilor Park (11th) with a minus twenty 
one goal difference and Kingston in bottom 
spot with thirteen points and a minus twenty 
four goal difference. 

Now the beauty of this is most of these teams 
play each other in the final three rounds so 
all of them, with the exception of Kingston, 
have their own fate in their hands. 

Kingston have the toughest 
run of the four teams they play league 
heavyweights Sunshine in round nineteen 
followed by a vital clash with Langwarrin in 
round twenty and round off their campaign 
with a trip to Bentleigh greens in the final 
round of the season. I think they could well 
be in trouble and I can’t seen them winning 
against Sunshine or the greens and i don’t 
think even a win against Langwarrin will 
be enough and I see them as a certainty to 
occupy one of the two spots at the foot of 
the league. Keilor Park in second bottom 
spot do have a chance to survive but with 
their woeful goal difference it’s like being 
one or two games behind the two clubs 
behind them so it would be a monumental 
task for them to avoid being in the bottom 
two. If they are to have any hope they must 
beat Langwarrin and Westgate in the next 
two rounds and then hope that they don’t 
have to rely on needing points from their 
final game against the Stars which I can’t 
see them winning. I think these two teams 
will occupy the bottom two spots at season’s 
end. 

Langwarrin have their destiny 
in their own hands, they play three of the 
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THE RUN HOME 


GEORGIES SET FOR VPL 


Its Do or Die Time In State Divvie One 


teams around them in the last three rounds 
- Keilor Park, Kingston and Westgate - 
and unless they lose all three they should 
comfortable survive to fight another season 
in the division. Gus Macleod will be seething 
though as he would not have expected to be 
in a position where they are and flirting with 
relegation considering they have a decent 
squad, though i think some changes may be 
in the offing for them to improve in 2009. 
Westgate have been an enigma this season 
and you have to shake your head at how 
they are lying so low on the ladder. They 
have turned games they should have won 
into draws and games they should have got 
something out of into losses, while at times 
playing some breathtaking football including 
a mauling of league leaders Sunshine earlier 
in the campaign. They should survive but 
they will need to get a result in the final two 
rounds against Keilor Park and Langwarrin 
to be safe. 

With so many of the bottom teams 
playing each other in the final three rounds 
the term six pointer and vital game will 
almost apply to every single game these 
teams play. It could well come down to the 
final minutes of the final game of the season 
to determine the teams which live or die in 
division one . 


Promotion 

For three teams the holy grail of promotion 
into the Victorian Premier League is still 
looming on the horizon for them to grasp 
onto. Currently Sunshine top the league 
as they have done pretty much all season 
with forty two points whilst Dandenong 
Thunder sit second on forty one points 
with the stars in third place on thirty eight 
points. The one advantage both Sunshine 
and Dandenong have on the stars is that the 
stars have a goal difference of plus eight 
while Dandenong with plus twenty six and 
Sunshine with plus twenty have a huge 
advantages in this department. 

Southern Stars have a mega 
blockbuster of a game in round nineteen 
when they travel to George Andrews reserve 
to lock horns with second placed Dandenong 
Thunder. Anything less than a win will make 
it difficult for the stars given their inferior 
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goal difference and will mean that they will 
be relying on the other teams to drop points 
in the last two rounds for them to have a 
hope. In those last two rounds they face 
Bulleen at home and Keilor Park away. 

Dandenong Thunder could all 
but clinch promotion if they can dispose of 
the Southern Stars next weekend because 
they would expect to beat Springvale and 
St Albans in the final two rounds. 

Sunshine have been the pace setters 
from the first week in this season of State 
League division one and have constantly 
answered all challenges put before them 
during the season. They have the easiest run 
of the three clubs with games they would 
expect to win against Kingston City and 
Clifton Hill slong with a testing home game 
against the capable Bentleigh Greens. You 
would expect Andy O’Dell’s Sunshine side 
to come through these final three weeks and 
clinch promotion if not the league title. 


The potential wash Up 


Promotion 

1 Sunshine - Champions 
2. Dandenong - Promoted 
3. Southern Stars 


Relegation 

9. Langwarrin 

10. Westgate 

11. Keilor Park — Relegated to 2NW 
12. Kingston City — Relegated to 2SE 


This will be some fall from grace for the 
Kingston City side who have gone from a 
fifth placed finish and a finals appearance 
in the 2006 Victoria premier League season 
to relegation from the Victorian Premier 
League in 2007 and Relegation from the 
State League division one in 2008. Lets 
hope whatever is going on down at the 
grange reserve they can get their act together 
because there have been many a side slide 
down the leagues into state league oblivion 
but sides have proved that you can bounce 
back and reclaim a place in the top echelons 
of Victorian football. 


By Reuben Schembri 
Photo by John Punshon 
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FATRAX’ ter TITRAN 


The Sunshine Georgies, under the guidance of Andy O’Dell, look set to make an immediate return to the VPL. 
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SL1 ROUND 19 RESULTS 


Keilor Park 4 (L Carbone G Mussel 
C Motsianos 2) Kingston City 1 (L 
Tairi), Southern Stars 1 (S Doganay) 
FC Clifton Hill 0, Westgate 0 
Dandenong Thunder 3 (J Di lorio 
2 MA Alsakran), Langwarrin 0 
Bulleen Royals 2 (H Vrbovac S 
Becvinovski), St Albans Saints 0 
Sunshine Georgies 2 (S Manceski 
Own Goal) 


SL1 STANDINGS 


1913 3 33111 42 
1912 5 24216 41 
1912 2 53224 38 


Sunshine Georgies 
Dandenong Thunder 
Southern Stars 


Bulleen Royals 199 7 34221 34 
Bentleigh Greens 1895 43121 32 
St Albans Saints 19 73 92632 24 
FC Clifton Hill 1965 824 36 23 
Springvale White Eagles 18 46 82127 18 
Westgate 19 3 7 91927 16 
Langwarrin 19 4 4111927 16 
Keilor Park 19 4 4111839 16 
Kingston City 19 4 1141943 13 


TOP SCORERS 


Becvinovski (Royals) 9 games 13 goals 


Davidson (Thunder) 8 11 
Di lorio (Thunder) 7 9 
Doganay (Stars) 6 9 
Loncaric (Saints) 8 8 


NEXT ROUND 


Kingston City v Sunshine Georgies 
The Grange Reserve 
Fri 22 Aug KO 8:30PM 


Keilor Park v Langwarrin 
Keilor Park Reserve 
Sat 23 Aug KO 3:00PM 


FC Clifton Hill v Springvale WE 
Kevin Bartlett Reserve 
Sat 23 Aug KO 3:00PM 


Dandenong Thunder v Southern Stars 
George Andrews Reserve 
Sat 23 Aug KO 7:00PM 


Bentleigh Greens v St Albans Saints 
Kingston Heath Soccer Complex 
Sun 24 Aug KO 3:00PM 


Bulleen Royals v Westgate 
Veneto Social Club 
Mon 25 Aug KO 8:15PM 


RESERVES RESULTS 


Keilor Park 11 (S Bojkovski 2A Chawk 4 M Mazzarino 
2M Mohamed F Sirgiovanni DP Genovese) Kingston 
City 0, Southern Stars 1 FC Clifton Hill 5, Westgate 
1 Dandenong Thunder 3, Langwarrin 1 Bulleen 
Royals 2, St Albans Saints Sunshine Georgies , 


RESERVES STANDINGS 


PWODLFE A PT 


Bentleigh Greens 1815 0 3592445 
Langwarrin 1913 3 3532442 
Bulleen Royals 1912 2 5452038 
Keilor Park 1911 5 35228 38 
FC Clifton Hill 1910 3 6 46 34 33 
Southern Stars 19 76 64040 27 
Sunshine Georgies 185 7 62627 22 
Westgate 19 5 2122453 17 
Dandenong Thunder 19 4 2133958 14 
Springvale White Eagles 18 35102650 14 
St Albans Saints 18 2 6103146 12 
Kingston City 19 3 3132966 12 


ADELAIDE 
UNITED 


Adelaide United opened it’s 2008/09 
Hyundai A-League Season with a strong 
1-0 win over visiting Perth Glory taking 
them to the top of the A-League ladder. 

Newly appointed Captain Travis Dodd 
celebrated his 100th appearance for the club with 
a brilliant 41st minute goal shooting from a tight 
angle on the right that bulleted past Glory keeper 
Frank Juric and the near post. It was The first 10 
minutes of the match was all Adelaide, with five 
debutantes taking to the pitch in the red shirt, the 
Samba flair of Cristiano and Alameo evident from 
the start. 

The pendulum then swung back Perth’s 
way with half chances by Adriano Pellegrino and 
Mark Lee missing their mark. A hairy situation in 
the 20th minute when Adelaide’s keeper Eugene 
Galokevic came out of the box, Glory’s Scott 
Bulloch missing the opportunity to get the ball 
around him to take the lead. In the 29th minute 
Cristiano had a chance to put his new club 1-0 
up from a great ball in by newcomer Paul Reid, 
but totally mistimed his shot, getting huge air in- 
stead. 

Perth’s Captain Jamie Coyne almost 
scored a cracker of a T.O.G. after again Adelaide 
were pumping the ball in for their strikers. Then 
in the 41st minute it was Adelaide’s Dodd that 
took a great run down the right after receiving the 
ball and went one-on-one with Juric to torpedo 
the ball into the back of the net and take the home- 
side | goal up for the half time break. 

Glory’s coach David Mitchell made 
two substitutions at the break bringing the two 
Olyroos boys on Nikolai Topor-Stanley and Ni- 
kita Rukhavytsya for Hayden Doyle and Eugene 
Dadi. The changes gave his side a more threat- 


Newcastle Jets 

Central Coast Mariners 
Friday 15 August 2008 
EnergyAustralia Stadium, Newcastle 

Referee: Matthew Breeze 

Assistant Referees: Rodney Allen & Murray Wilson 
Fourth Official: Stuart Wolfe 

Crowd: 16,022 


1 (Joel Griffiths 90’(pen)) 
1 (Matt Simon 87’) 


Newcastle Jets line-up: 1.Ante COVIC (gk), 2.Adam GRIFFITHS, 
5.James HOLLAND (18.Noel SPENCER 76’), 8.Matt THOMPSON, 
9.Joel GRIFFITHS (c), 10.Jin-Hyung SONG, 11.Tarek ELRICH, 12.Jobe 
WHEELHOUSE, 13.Adam D’APUZZO, 16.Ben KANTAROVSKI, 
23.Edmundo ZURA (15.Jason HOFFMAN 66’). 


Substitutes Not Used: 17.Antun KOVACIC, 20.Ben KENNEDY(gk) 


Yellow Cards: Nil 
Red Cards: Nil 


Central Coast Mariners line-up: 20.Danny VUKOVIC (gk), 4.Pedj 
BOJIC, 5.Bradley PORTER, 6.David D’APUZZO, 7.John HUTCHIN- 
SON, 10.Adrian CACERES (9.Nik MRDJA 66’), 15.Andrew CLARK, 
17.Matthew OSMAN, 18.Alex WILKINSON (c), 21.Ahmad ELRICH, 
22.Sasho PETROVSKI (19.Matt SIMON 67’). 


Substitutes Not Used: 13.Paul O'GRADY, 30.Andrew REDMAYNE (gk). 


Yellow Cards: Nil 
Red Cards: Nil 
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ADELAIDE UNITED 
Dodd Celebrates Ton In Style 


ening edge and challenged The Reds into work- 
ing harder. A missed chance by Adelaide’s Lucas 
Pantelis in the 52nd minute after he received a 
well timed pass from Cristiano but blew it drilling 
it past the far post. 

More changes came shortly after Paul 
Agostino who was relatively quiet came off for 
the new Australian citizen Jonas Salley and hard 
working Jason Spagnuolo who was tiring after his 
great work down the left side was replaced with 
Fabian Barbiero who made an impact almost im- 
mediately. 

Perth made their third and final change 
James Downey being replaced with Anthony 
Skorich while Adelaide too took Brazilian Cris- 
tiano off for young Robert Younis. As the game 
went on Perth did have more chances but Ad- 
elaide’s backline were rock solid in particular 
Sasa Ognenovski who was also playing his first 
A-League match with The Reds. 

Perth missed an opportunity to slot 
the ball home after fumbling around in the box 
at the 70th minute mark which spurred The Reds 
on even more. At the 88th minute Paul Reid put 
through a perfect ball to Fabian Barbiero who 
found himself about half a metre off the mark to 
get to the ball his shot skying over the cross bar, 
the chance gone begging. 

After the match Adelaide’s coach Au- 
relio Vidmar said he was very pleased with the 
whole effort and performance of his side. “We 
had 7-8 players playing for the first time. We cre- 
ated some good opportunities and our back four 
were all very solid including our keeper. Paul 
Reid hasn’t played for over six months so a full 90 
minutes was great from him, going from strength 
to strength during the match. Ago and Cristiano 


RESULTS - ROUND ONE 


Sydney FC 0 

Melbourne Victory 0 

Saturday 16 August 2008 

Sydney Football Stadium, Sydney 

Referee: Mark Shield 

Assistant Referees: Ben Wilson & Daniel Dewhurst 
Fourth Official: James Lewis 

Crowd: 16,277 


Sydney FC line-up: 1.Clint BOLTON (gk), 2.lain FYFE, 3.Nick TSAT- 
TALIOS, 4.Simon COLOSIMO, 7.Robbie MIDDLEBY, 10.Steve CORICA 
(c), 12.Shannon COLE, 15.Terry MCFLYNN, 16.Chris PAYNE (19.Mark 
BBRIDGE 60’), 17.Jacob TIMPANO, 18.Adam CASEY, 


Substitutes Not Used: 20.lvan NECEVSKI (gk), 24.Ryan WALSH, 
25.Robbie MILESKI. 

Yellow Cards: Jacob Timpano 24’, Terry McFlynn, Simon Colosimo 88’. 
Red Cards: Nil 


Melbourne Victory line-up: 1.Michael THEOKLITOS (gk), 2.Kevin MUS- 
CAT (c), 3.Michael THWAITE, 7.Matthew KEMP, 9.Danny ALLSOPP, 
11.NEY FABIANO, 12.Rodrigo VARGAS, 15.Tom PONDELJAK (18. 
Leigh BROXHAM 46’), 16.Carlos HERNANDEZ, 17.Jose Luis LOPEZ, 
19.Evan BERGER (14.Billy CELESKI 64’). 


Substitutes Not Used: 5.Sebastian RYALL, 20.Mitchell LANGERAK (gk) 
Yellow Cards: Rodrigo Vargas 31’, Michael Thwaite 59’, Jose Luis Lo- 


pez 68’. 
Red Cards: Nil 
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will make a good combination once they get more 
time together. Still a lot of football to be played 
but not conceding a goal is a good start, some- 
thing we have been working on.” 

My goal is up there as far as rating it 
goes”, said Dodd. “It was the winning goal so I’m 
pretty pleased about that. It was a big night for 
me but all I tried to do is go out there and be a 
leader. 


By Nat Adamopoulos in Adelaide 
Photos by FFA 


Adelaide’s Travis Dodd in action for 
the Socceroos 


PLAYER RATINGS - AUFC 


Eugene Galekovic 5 Did OK, couple of mistakes but overall 
solid 

Alemao 7 Great debut slips into the right back position well 
Angelo Constanzo 6 Solid defence as usual 

Lucas Pentelis 6 missed great chance, but had great game 
Paul Agostino 5 quiet on return to the squad 

Cristiano 6 got the Brazilian, just needs to fine 
tune keep watch on this one 

Travid Dodd 7 great goal, good captain’s game 

Scott Jamieson 6 quiet in Ist half, but improved in 2nd 

Sasa Ognenovski 7 first A-League game for Reds, rock solid 
Jason Spanuolo 6 ran up and down the left side worked hard 
Paul Reid 7 looks fit, played a great midfield role 


Subs 

Jonas Salley (70th) kept midfield tight 

Fabian Barbiero (75th) made impact immedi- 
ately but missed sitter 

Robert Younis (83rd) Looks promising, watch this one 


PLAYER RATINGS - GLORY 


Frank Juric 6 Was kept busy, some close call 

David Tarka 6 Did the job when called upon 

Jamie Coyne 6 consistent experience showed 

Dino Djulbie 7 Outstanding, good solid performance, lot of 
play 

Amaral 7 tough, tight midfielder with samba flair 

Scott Bulloch 6 hard worked, tough cookie, great game 
Eugene Dadi 5 capable, started well, suibbed off 

Hayden Doyle 5 looks good, needs more game time 
Adriano Pellegrino 7 superb in midfield, great passer of the 
ball 

James Downey 5 watch this one as season continues 

Mark Lee 6 worked hard unlucky not to score 


Subs 

Niikolai Topor-Stanley (45th)added strength to the side 
Nikita Rukavytsya (45th) not enough supply for him to 
make his mark 

Anothny Skorich quiet, will do more in future game 


Wellington Phoenix 1 (Shane Smeltz 53’) 
Queensland Roar 1 (Charlie Miller 46’) 
Sunday 17 August 2008 

Westpac Stadium, Wellington, New Zealand 
Referee: Ben Williams 

Assistant Referees: Brent Best & Mark Rule 
Fourth Official: Peter O'Leary 

Crowd: 10,516 


Wellington Phoenix line-up: 20.Glen MOSS (gk), 3.Tony LOCHHEAD, 
4.Jon McKAIN, 5.Karl DODD (12.Richard JOHNSON 89’), 7.Leo BER- 
TOS, 9.Shane SMELTZ, 10.Michael FERRANTE, 11.DANIEL (13.Troy 
HEARFIELD 72’), 15.Adam KWASNIK, 22.Andrew DURANTE (c), 
25.Manny MUSCAT. 


Substitutes Not Used: 1.Mark PASTON (gk), 2.Jeremy CHRISTIE. 


Yellow Cards: Karl Dodd 52’, Daniel 54’, Leo Bertos 56’ 
Red Cards: Nil 


Queensland Roar line-up: 1.Liam REDDY (gk), 3.Luke DEVERE, 5.Josh 
McCLOUGHAN, 6.Dave DODD, 8.Massino MURDOCCA, 9.Sergio 
VAN DIJK, 10.Charlie MILLER (7 Michael ZULLO 77’), 15.Matt McKAY, 
16.Hyuk-Su SEO, 18.Danny TIATTO (c), 23.Tim SMITS (11 Reinaldo 
72}. 


Substitutes Not Used: 14 Ben GRIFFIN, 20 Griffin MCMASTER (gk). 


Yellow Cards: Dave Dodd 65’, Michael Zullo 79’, Matt McKay 90’. 
Red Cards: Nil 


Adelaide United 1 (Travis Dodd 41’) 

Perth Glory 0 

Sunday 17 August 2008 

Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 

Referee: Peter Green 

Assistant Referees: Matthew Cream & Paul Cetrangolo 
Fourth Official: Regis Queffelec 

Crowd: 10,510 


Adelaide United line-up: 20.Eugene GALEKOVIC (gk), 3.Alemao, 
4.Angelo COSTANZO, 7.Lucas PANTELIS, 9.Paul AGOSTINO (15.Jo- 
nas SALLEY 69’), 10.Cristiano (25. Robert YOUNIS 82’), 24.Paul REID, 
13.Travis DODD (c), 14.Scott JAMIESON, 19.Sasa OGNENOVSKI, 
21.Jason SPAGNUOLO (18.Fabian BARBIERO 75’) 


Substitutes Not Used: 30 Mark BIRIGHITTI (gk). 


Yellow Cards: Angelo Costanzo 26’, Scott Jamieson 43’, Paul Reid 54’, 
Travis Dodd 89’. 
Red Cards: Nil 


Perth Glory line-up. 20.Frank JURIC (gk), 3.David TARKA, 4.Jamie 
COYNE (c), 6.Dino DJULBIC, 10.AMARAL, 11.Scott BULLOCH, 
14.Eugene DADI (13.Nikita RUKAVYTSYA 46’), 15.Hayden DOYLE (2. 
Nikolai TOPOR-STANLEY 46’), 16.Adriano PELLEGRINO, 17.James 
DOWNEY (24.Anthony SKORICH 70’), 21.Mark LEE. 


Substitutes Not Used: 1.Jason PETKOVIC (gk) 

Yellow Cards: David Tarka 35’, Adriano Pellegrino 40’, Dino Djulbic, 49’, 
Nikolai Topor-Stanley 82’ 

Red Cards: Nil 


ROUND TWO 


PERTH GLORY 
Vv 
NEWCASTLE JETS 
7pm Friday 22th Aug 


CENTRAL COAST MARINERS 
Vv 
SYDNEY FC 
7pm Saturday 23th August 


WELLINGTON PHOENIX 
Vv 
MELBOURNE VICTORY 
5pm Sunday 24th August 


QUEENSLAND ROAR 
V 
ADELAIDE UNITED 
5pm Sunday 24th August 


CROWD FIGURES 


Round Average Lowest 
1 13,331 10,510 
TOTAL 13,331 10,510 


Highest Total 
16,277 93,325 
16,277 93,029 
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THE early nerves were obvious but the 
Wellington Phoenix got their Hyun- 
dai A-League 2008/09 season off to a 
promising start with a hard-fought 1-1 
draw with Queensland Roar. 

Tension was palpable from both 
sides in front of 10,516 fans at Westpac Sta- 
dium in Wellington, the match a fairly dour 
and even encounter as early clear conditions 
gave way to drizzling rain. 

Both teams showed caution 
throughout the goalless first half in particu- 
lar before Charlie Miller’s 46th minute goal 
breathed life into the match. Down a goal, 
the Phoenix began to show some enterprise 
and were rewarded in the 53rd minute with 
a Shane Smeltz special — the home side’s 
season one hotshot drifting behind the Roar 
defence and clinically drilling Daniel’s cross 
past Roar keeper Liam Reddy for the Wel- 
lington side’s first goal of the season. 

Phoenix coach Ricki Herbert ad- 
mitted his men had been slow to switch on. 

“We didn’t shift the ball quick 
enough and I thought we were too cautious. 
We took that extra touch that you can’t af- 
ford against a team like Queensland and they 
got on top of us. 

“We got better in the second half 
without reaching any high levels and got 
ourselves back in the game. We’re probably 
going away happy with a point.” 


Game one nerves had a big role in the game, 
Herbert said. 

“IT think in game one everyone’s 
being a little bit tentative because you’re 
getting the season under way and you don’t 
want to make mistakes. My message at half- 
time was to release the shackles and be a bit 
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Shane Smeltz celebrates his equaliser for the Wellington Phoenix after the Queensland Roar had struck very early in the second half. 


more positive and to start playing the way 
we know we’re capable of.” 

Phoenix captain Andrew Durante 
said the Roar’s early second half goal “woke 
us up”. 

“We came out a bit flat in the sec- 
ond half and after we conceded that goal 


we lifted a bit and equalised not long after, 
so it’s a positive sign that we hit back and 
showed character after some lapses in con- 
centration. 

“T think everyone was trying to find 
their feet in front of the home crowd and it 
was a bit scrappy.” 
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The Phoenix celebrate their 53rd minute goal scored by Shane Smeltz 


Durante admitted the Roar had the 
balance of the first half but it was the Phoe- 
nix who had the best chance just before the 
break. 

Smeltz was able to break down 
the right flank and send a pinpoint cross to 
Adam Kwasnik in front of the Roar goal. But 
Kwasnik fired his shot into the woodwork, 
the ball millimetres from cannoning in off 
the underside of the crossbar. 

Stung by Miller’s goal after the 
turnaround, the Phoenix lifted and All 
Whites ace Smeltz continued to menace the 
Roar throughout the second half. He had a 
couple of good chances to grab the three 
points but it was the Roar who went close to 
snatching it late. Outstanding Phoenix keep- 
er Glen Moss kept the home side on track 
for a well-earned point — first denying Sergio 
van Dijk’s on-target header in the 86th min- 
ute before pulling off a wonderful one-on- 
one save when Michael Zullo went through 
on goal in stoppage time. 

Herbert said a point was fair reward 
for a hard night’s work. 

“It’s a matter of taking things for- 
ward now. It’s probably a relief for everyone 
to get the first 90 minutes of the season out 
of the way and there’s some good points to 
build on and some areas right across the park 
where we need to be a hell of a lot better.” 

The Phoenix’s next match is against 
the Melbourne Victory at Westpac Stadium 
this Sunday. The match kicks off at Spm. 


By John Mitchell in Wellington 
Photos by Mark McGeady 
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The curtains were fi- 
nally lifted on the fourth instalment of 
the Hyundai A-League on Friday night 
and while the football was not always 
enthralling, the drama and narrative 
this competition is renowned for was 
back as Newcastle drew 1-1 with the 
Mariners. 

It was billed as the Grand Final re- 
play, but in reality many of the stars of the 
F3 Derby decider from February had either 
moved on or were unavailable. The Jets’ gal- 
lery too had lost the party fervour that inspired 
their team to glory last summer as they settled 
down and settled in for their first season as 
reigning champions at EnergyAustralia Sta- 
dium. 

A combative and disjointed match 
looked destined for a stalemate until Olyroo 
Matt Simon stepped off the plane and into the 
Mariners limelight, nodding home his first A- 
League goal just hours after returning from 
Australia’s unsuccessful Beijing campaign. 

With just three minutes remaining 
the three points looked secure for the visitors 
but that old name Joel Griffiths resurfaced to 
tuck away a 90th minute penalty and earn a 
draw for the Jets. 

The first half was short of chances 
but high on intrigue. The home side had 16- 
year-old Ben Kantarovski debuting in the 
centre of defence as well as new Ecuadorian 
marquee Edmundo Zura leading the line in at- 


PLAYER RATINGS - JETS 


Ante Covic (gk) - Covic, like Vukovic, was solid 
when called upon and could not be faulted for the 
goal. 7 

Adam Griffiths - He doesn’t share the spotlight 
with his brother Joel but this physical defender gets 
through some classy work at the back and was gener- 
ally comfortable. 7 

James Holland - The young midfielder, raised on 
the Central Coast, had a quiet night compared to 
moments last season that grabbed the attention of 
Socceroos boss Pim Verbeek. 5 

Matt Thompson - Pushed into a more attacking 
role in a 4-3-3 this season, he will give another 

year of quality service to the Newcastle strikers in 
2008/09. This wasn’t his best performance but he 
contributed with and without the ball. 6 

Joel Griffiths - Joel was pushed to the right wing 
but van Egmond might be better served keeping him 
closer to the goal he disturbed so many times last 
season. He never looked like missing his penalty. 8 
Jin-Hyung Song -The playmaker was the best at- 
tacking force on the pitch for either side and looked 
composed and attentive on the ball. His creativity 
was a treat for Jets fans in the second half. 9 

Tarek Elrich - He resisted the pressure of Mariners 
attack in the first half and kept enough in the tank to 
earn a penalty in the 90th minute. His work rate from 
right-back will be an asset all season. 8 

Jobe Wheelhouse - Stuart Musialik started all 
Newcastle’s moved last season with his accurate 
distribution, and Wheelhouse’s passing had mixed 
success in that role. He will need to improve to fill 
that void. 6 

Adam D’Apuzzo - Brother of the opposing left- 
back David, Adam comfortably dealt the threat of 
Ahmad Elrich in one of the night’s crucial battles. 7 
Ben Kantarovski - It was an impressive debut from 
the young defender. He looked composed and confi- 
dent in his ability and general helped Adam Griffiths 
deal with Petrovski’s threat. 8 

Edmundo Zura - He got better as the game went 
on. There has been criticism that Zura doesn’t fit the 
marquee billing but he provided enough hope here 
that he can achieve with the Jets when he adjusts to 
the pace and style of the A-League.7 
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Late goal flurry sparks derby 


tack. 

The Mariners’ injury woes forced 
Lawrie McKinna to unveil no less than four 
new signings, with Pedj Bojic partnering Alex 
Wilkinson in defence, David D’Apuzzo fill- 
ing in for Dean Heffernan at left back and Ah- 
mad Elrich and Adrian Caceres attacking the 
wings in a defensive 4-5-1 formation. 

Promising young import Jin-Hyung 
Song had a long effort saved for Newcastle 
and Bojic and Caceres were kept out at the 
other end, but the first 45 minutes of the sea- 
son was more memorable for the arm-wrestle 
it represented. 

The Mariners won the battle of the 
wings but could not get enough support to iso- 
lated striker Sasho Petrovski to really threaten, 
whereas Gary van Egmond’s Jets were eking 
out their old passing game post Stuart Mu- 
sialik and Mark Bridge, the two starlets who 
moved to Sydney FC in the close season. 

McKinna’s men were perhaps ahead 
on points at the break but the goals column 
remained empty. 

Zura had a gilt-edged opportunity 
early in the second half but his header only 
ruffled the side netting. 

The deadlock was threatened in the 
56th minute when Petrovski weaved some 
space in the box but his cross-shot was blocked 
by Tarek Elrich — little brother of Ahmad — at 
the feet of John Hutchinson. 

Improving wingback Tarek was slid- 


ing in at the other end two minutes later but 
this time he couldn’t get a clean kick on Grif- 
fiths’ low cross. 

Zura left the pitch limping heavily 
but the Jets had set up camp in the Mariners 
half and were turning the screws on their der- 
by opponents. 

The visitors went long periods in the 
second half without touching the ball, and if 
it weren’t for the brilliant defensive contribu- 
tions of Wilkinson and Bojic in particular, the 
home side would have wrapped up the points 
before the late drama. 

But it was left to super-sub Simon 
to take advantage of a rare Coast corner in 
the 87th minute, nodding home after a long 
rally of head tennis eventually found him un- 
marked in front of goal. 

It looked a likely winner before a 
desperate late attack saw Tarek Elrich make 
a trademark sortie into the Mariners box to be 
brought down by exhausted Coast midfielder 
Brad Porter. 

In a promising sign that the history 
of last season might repeat for the Novocas- 
trian army, talisman Griffiths coolly and con- 
fidently dispatched his spot kick into the bot- 
tom corner of the net, sending the fans into a 
frenzy of joy and relief. 


By Brett Taylor in Newcastle 
Photos by Dean Grant 


For your eyes only: Mariners’ Sash Petrovski prepares to pounce on the ball while 
Newcastle’s Adam Griffiths anticipates any movement from the star forward. 
Honours were shared in the opening day derby which drew over 16,000 fans 


Adrian Caceres made his debut for the 
Mariners and acknowledges the Jets’ Adam 
D’Apuzzo after the ninety is up. 


PLAYER RATINGS - CCM 


Danny Vukovic (gk) - The Mariners keeper was 
safe when called upon but couldn’t be the hero to 
save a last-minute penalty. 7 

Pedj Bojic - The debutant was impressive on the 
ground and in the air, leading a stubborn last line of 
defence against relentless Jets pressure in the second 
half. 9 

Bradley Porter - He gave away the crucial penalty, 
which unfortunately capped a hard working night 
that showed some glimpses of his glittering range of 
passing. 5 

David D’Apuzzo - The young fullback, one of two 
sets of opposing siblings, is finding his feet at the 
pace of top-flight football but was solid. 6 

John Hutchinson - Central Coast’s spiritual talis- 
man has more leadership responsibility this season. 
He battled hard in the middle. 6 

Adrian Caceres - The winger has big shoes to fill 
in Tom Pondeljak, and had an on and off night. He 
will get better with more game time. 5 

Andrew Clark -Veteran right-back Clark continues 
to turn out consistent performances for his hometown 
club, stopping most Jets forays down his flank. 7 
Matthew Osman - Mr Versatility was deployed in 
central midfield to stifle Newcastle’s passing moves. 
He went about his work quietly on his return from a 
long injury. 6 

Alex Wilkinson - The young skipper guided an 
all-new back four through a tough encounter with 
positional sense and timing in the tackle that belie 
his youthful years. 8 

Ahmad Elrich - The winger arrives from Welling- 
ton needing to improve to get back to his Socceroos 
form of years past. There was some improvement 
here but his crosses require a tall target in the centre. 
6 

Sasho Petrovski - Most of the Coast’s opportuni- 
ties were forged through Petrovski’s endeavour but 
a lone role doesn’t suit this poacher. He’ll do better 
next to a Simon, Nik Mrdja or Dylan MacAllister. 7 
Matt Simon (67’) - The young striker was clearly 
relieved to finally get off the mark in A-League 
competition. If he can add more goals to his work 
rate and physical nuisance, he’ll ascend to A-League 
stardom. 7 


MELBOURNE 
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Two of the competition favourites played 
out a tight 0-0 draw in front of a rather dis- 
appointing crowd at the Sydney Football 
Stadium. 

Sydney FC, without their three main 
strikers in John Aloisi (injured), Alex Brosque 
(suspended) and Mark Bridge (kept on the bench 
after his exertions in China), started with only 17- 
year-old Chris Payne up front. Melbourne were 
without another Olympian in Archie Thomp- 
son, and thus Ney Fabiano was handed a first 
A-League start, partnering Danny Allsopp in at- 
tack. 

It was Fabiano who had the first chance 
of the match, when Tom Pondeljak played him in 
neatly on 5 minutes, but his close-range shot was 
saved by an advancing Clint Bolton. This turned 
out to be one of Melbourne’s best chances of the 
night. 

On nine minutes Bolton was in action 
again, deflecting Allsopp’s shot into the path of 
Carlos Hernandez, who was quickly closed down 
by the Sydney defence. At this point, Melbourne 
were looking likely to score. 

The game became bogged down in 
over-tight marking and harsh tackling, and when 
Payne finally found some space on 15 minutes, 
when Terry McFlynn set him free on the right, 
he was not quick enough off the mark to elude a 
saving Melbourne tackle. 

The game remained dour. On 25 min- 
utes, Hernandez was presented with a free kick in 
an excellent position on the edge of the Sydney 
area after a foul by Jacob Timpano, but the Costa 
Rican could only provide catching practice for 
Bolton. 

Nick Tsattalios, on Sydney’s left, was 
occasionally getting caught out of position, and 
Allsopp took full advantage on 29 minutes: surg- 
ing down the right and reaching the byline, his 
cutback was mis-kicked by the retreating Robbie 
Middleby: Tom Pondeljak knocked it back across 
goal for Fabiano, who again made a mess of the 
chance. 

Sydney, too, were occasionally pen- 


PLAYER RATINGS - SFC 


Bolton: 7. Made a number of crucial saves in 
the first half. 

Middleby: 7. Surprisingly lively at times. 
Fyfe: 6. Did better in the second half after 
some uncertain moments in the first. 
Timpano: 7. Made the odd mistake, but made 
up for it with a good aerial presence and some 
important interceptions. 

Tsattalios: 4. Still looks very raw at this level. 
McFlynn: 6. Did well at the outset, but his 
play became loose as the game wore on. 
Colosimo: 6. Not as authoritative as John 
Kosmina would have liked. 

Casey: 7. Offers good pace on the flank, 
although he needs to add some subtlety to his 
game. 

Corica: 8. Sydney’s player of the match. Al- 
ways thoughtful, always inventive, and never 
afraid to do his share of the defensive duties. 
Cole: 8. An excellent A-League debut for the 
youngster, who showed how dangerous he is 
from free kicks, among other things. 

Payne: 5. Tried very hard, but made little 
impact. 


Substitutes: 

Bridge: 7. Made one or two good contribu- 
tions, but had little to do as the minutes 
ticked away. 
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Welcome to the big time: Victory’s Rodrigo Vargas stops Sydney FC teenager Chris Payne 


etrating down their right flank, with Mel- 
bourne’s Evan Berger looking uncertain of his 
role throughout. Ten minutes from the break, the 
speedy Adam Casey combined with Middleby, 
hit the by-line and pulled the ball back invitingly; 
but there was no-one there in a sky blue shirt. 
Just a minute later came another palpa- 


7 
- 7 ft: 


Victory’s new Brazilian recruit Fabiano made a sound debut o 


ble chance for Melbourne: two Sydney defenders 
got in each other’s way in the penalty area, the 
ball broke perfectly to Jose Luis Lopez, but the 
new Melbourne signing’s left-foot shot was again 
straight at Bolton. 

Another error by Tsattalios set Mat- 
thew Kemp free on the right on 42 minutes, but 


THE BLUE DERBY 
DE JA VUE 


Chances Galore, But Sydney Hold Firm 


this time Timpano was back in time to clear the 
danger. Half-time arrived, with the spectators 
feeling distinctly underwhelmed by the football 
on show. 

Emie Merrick made a switch at the 
break, with Leigh Broxham replacing Pondeljak 
in midfield. Melbourne were on the attack again 
early in the second period, and Tiimpano came 
to the rescue again when Fabiano muscled his 
way down the left and pulled the ball back. 

Steve Corica, intermittently influential 
for the home side, broke free in the centre on 53 
minutes and almost managed to set the onrush- 
ing Shannon Cole through on goal on the left. A 
minute later, Kevin Muscat sent an angled head- 
er from a corner just wide of Bolton’s far post. 

The inexperienced Payne, who had 
made little impact against Melbourne’s strong 
defence, was replaced by Mark Bridge just be- 
fore the hour. Soon after, Melbourne made an- 
other change: Berger was replaced by Billy Ce- 
leski, as the away side switched to a back four, 
and began pressing Sydney ever further up the 
pitch. 

Bridge almost made a stunning impact 
for Sydney on 66 minutes, when his clever pass 
released Casey on the right; Michael Theokli- 
tos, however, was quick off his line to smother 
the chance. A minute later, Sydney came even 
closer, when a swerving free kick from Shannon 
Cole came back off the inside of the post. 

Melbourne pressed on as the minutes 

ticked away, and John Kosmina, keeping Mark 
Bridge isolated in attack and leaving the tired 
Corica on the pitch, had clearly decided to settle 
for a draw. Melbourne were only able to engi- 
neer a few half-chances towards the close, in- 
cluding a good low shot by Lopez on 83 minutes: 
otherwise, the Sydney defence dealt capably with 
the many assaults on their goal. Honours even in 
the A-League’s classic grudge match. 


By Mike Salter in Sydney 
Photos by Geoff Jones 


PLAYER RATINGS - MV 


Theoklitos: 7. Not often called upon, but did 
well enough. 

Thwaite: 8. Looks very much at home in the 
A-League. Excellent in the air, and solid on the 
ground. Made good ground on the right in the 
second half, too. 

Muscat: 7. Typically solid performance from 
Melbourne’s captain. 

Vargas: 6. Not as commanding as usual, but 
didn’t do much wrong. 

Kemp: 7. Got usefully involved in both de- 
fence and attack. 

Pondeljak: 6. One or two good moments, 

but as Ernie Merrick commented afterwards, 
perhaps unsure of his role. 

Lopez: 6. Combined well with his team-mates 
at times, but made a couple of surprising errors. 
Hernandez: 7. Quiet at times, but Sydney 
could never ignore him. Always looking to 
make inroads. 

Berger: 4. Looked out of his depth at this level. 
Fabiano: 7. Although he missed two good 
chances, his touch and physical presence will 
cause opposition defences plenty of headaches 


~_ this season. 
©) Allsopp: 6. A little off his game tonight. 


ns ihe 


though he 


aay = 


Pa ~ > Pete ih 


n Saturday night even 


ars 


had a couple of golden chances to break the deadlock. 


Substitutes: 

Broxham: 6. Insipid, but didn’t make any 
glaring errors. 

Celeski: 7. Quite lively in his brief cameo. 


Goal! Weekly 


Seniors 


Werribee City 2 (M Collins J Floros) Ballarat Red Devils 1 
(J Romein), Altona East Phoenix 2 (N Ismail F Alghazaly) 
Cairnlea 1 (A Ikiz), Altona City 1 (J Little) Maribyrnong 
Greens 0, Moreland City 0 Pascoe Vale 1 (R Castro), 
Brunswick City 0 Thomastown Devils 0, North Geelong 
Warriors 2 (A Deak DS Morell) Williamstown 0 


PWODL F A PT 
Pascoe Vale 191180 24 7 41 
Werribee City 1911 4 4 32 18 37 
North Geelong Warriors 1910 6 3 32 14 36 
Altona East Phoenix 1910 5 4 28 14 35 
Brunswick City 1985 6 22 17 29 
Ballarat Red Devils 1977 5 25 28 28 
Thomastown Devils 19 8 3 8 34 30 27 
Williamstown 19 7 210 25 27 23 
Altona City 1964 9 17 30 22 
Moreland City 19 37 9 22 28 16 
Cairnlea 19 3.412 19 36 13 
Maribyrnong Greens 19 1315 14 45 6 


Seniors 


Laverton Park 0 Sydenham Park 2 (D Spiteri P Dimovski), 
Banyule City 2 (WF Hastie N Papadopoulos) Westvale 1 
(H Timotheou), Lalor Utd 4 (M Jurukovski 2 Z Tomovski 
G Stylianou) Yarraville Glory 3 (M Nastic A Vatzakis 2), 
Sunbury Utd 1 (S O'Callaghan) Geelong Rangers 3 
(J Blackburn 3), Lalor 2 (D Christou P Romano) North 
Sunshine Eagles 3 (A Bibaj D Ajro R Isac), Geelong 1 (J 
Ikanovic) La Trobe University 0 

Catch up: Laverton Park 0 Westvale 1 (T Timotheou) 


NORTH WEST 2 


NORTH WEST 3 


SHAME) BROMISIONAIRUEAGUES 


ROUND NINETEEN & CATCH UP 


Reserves 


Werribee City 1 Ballarat Red Devils 0, Altona East Phoe- 
nix 1 Cairnlea 3, Altona City 4 Maribyrnong Greens 0, 
Moreland City 0 Pascoe Vale 1, Brunswick City 1 Thom- 
astown Devils 2, North Geelong Warriors 3 Williamstown 
2 


PWODLF A PT 
Moreland City 1916 1 2 62 24 49 
Thomastown Devils 1912 4 3 46 29 40 
Cairnlea 1912 1 6 48 36 37 
Altona City 19 93 7 42 32 30 
Brunswick City 19 92 8 39 36 29 
North Geelong Warriors 19 8 110 38 35 25 
Werribee City 19 73 9 39 39 24 
Pascoe Vale 19 7111 31 35 22 
Ballarat Red Devils 19 7111 35 40 22 
Williamstown 19 57 7 29 35 22 
Altona East Phoenix 19 5 311 25 37 18 
Maribyrnong Greens 19 3115 14 70 10 

Reserves 


Laverton Park 3 Sydenham Park 0, Banyule City 0 West- 
vale 1, Lalor Utd 4 Yarraville Glory 0, Sunbury Utd 4 
Geelong Rangers 0, Lalor 1 North Sunshine Eagles 2, 
Geelong 2 La Trobe University 0 


Catch up: Laverton Park 1 Westvale 6 


PWODL F A PT PWODLF A PT 
Sydenham Park 1997 3 35 19 34 Geelong 1915 2 2 5517 47 
Geelong Rangers 199 7 3 44 29 34 La Trobe University 1913 3 3 4415 42 
Westvale 19946 31 27 31 Sunbury Utd 1910 5 4 3915 35 
Geelong 19 8 6 5 38 23 30 Sydenham Park 1910 5 4 4230 35 
Banyule City 19847 18 23 28 Westvale 1911 2 6 4134 35 
Lalor 19 79 3 27 20 27 North Sunshine Eagles 19649 3741 22 
Lalor Utd 19 7 6 6 27 29 27 Banyule City 19 7111 3041 22 
North Sunshine Eagles 19 7 5 7 30 31 26 Lalor 18738 4228 21 
Yarraville Glory 19 5 7 7 22 28 22 Yarraville Glory 18 5 211 2167 17 
La Trobe University 19 47 8 20 27 19 Lalor Utd 19 5 113 2439 16 
Sunbury Utd 19 4 51022 35 17 Laverton Park 19 4 213 2251 14 
Laverton Park 19 2 31416 39 9 Geelong Rangers 19 3 412 2847 13 

Seniors PROVI 1 NORTH WEST Reserves 


Melbourne University Rangers 2 (DJ Greenwood 
2) Glenroy 2 (T Grgic | Dragicevic), South Yarra 3 (M 
O'Connell S Christov S Crossan) Hume Utd 2 (N Radecki 
WJ Sismanis), Elwood City 3 (T Francis B Harmer S He- 
hir) Plenty Valley Lions 2 (D Stojanovski C Kirkopoulos), 
Avondale Heights 1 (G Di Marco) Whittlesea Utd 2 (T 
Altanham A Uyanik), Melbourne City 4 (M Galvan ML 
Calomino 3) Melbourne Tornado 0, Western Eagles 0 
Corio 2 (B Leban 2) 

Catch up: Avondale Heights 0 Plenty Valley Lions 1 (D 
Stojanovski) 

PWODL F A PT 
1912 5 246 18 41 
1911 4 440 24 34 
19:9°5-5 30 21 32 
1910 2 728 26 32 


Hume Utd 

Glenroy 

Whittlesea Utd 
Melbourne Uni Rangers 


Corio 19 937 21 27 30 
South Yarra 19 8 4 7 29 20 28 
Western Eagles 19757 36 29 26 
Elwood City 19 7 4 8 32 36 25 
Melbourne City 19 6 5 8 28 30 23 
Plenty Valley Lions 19 7 21031 35 23 
Avondale Heights 19 3.51120 31 14 
Melbourne Tornado 19 2 21519 63 8 


Seniors 


West Preston 3 (T Emtsis A Franze PP Haloulos) North 
City Lions 2 (R Nedelkov 2), Darebin Utd 3 (S Viachokyri- 
akos N Assaad J Nikolarakos) Hoppers Crossing 1 (K 
Sherzai), Keon Park 0 Essendon Utd 4 (P Koukoulis 3 
C Hatzikonstantinos), Collingwood City 2 (M Serapiglia 
R Martin) Bell Park 0, Brimbank City 2 (J Avdic M Salkic) 
Moreland Utd 3 (E Inglesi L Felicissimo D Tiamiyu) 


Catch up: Brimbank City 0 Northern Falcons 3 (A Fer- 
rante A Le Page 2), Hoppers Crossing Essendon Utd 


P WODL F A PT 
181251379 41 
1911 5 3 47 2638 
1910 5 4 4416 35 
1910 5 4 2719 35 
1910 4 5 40 2734 
1910 2 7 38 3332 
18747 22 2725 


Essendon Utd 
North City Lions 
Northern Falcons 
Collingwood City 
Moreland Utd 
West Preston 
Hoppers Crossing 


Bell Park 19 6 310 27 3321 
Darebin Utd 19 6 211 24 3720 
Keon Park 19469 23 3218 
Melton 19 5 113 28 4216 


Brimbank City 190 217 15 71 2 


Seniors 


Mill Park 2 (P Mina P Lazari) Brimbank 2 (PJ Mangion 
2), Brunswick Zebras 0 Epping City 1 (M Nerone), 
Northern Utd 2 (M Maric C Dickson) Moreland Wolves 

1 (D Colella), Watsonia Heights 4 (M Tavolaro 2 OM Ali 
2) Surf Coast 0, Youth Utd 3 (Y Battal 2 SA Cicek) Bun- 
doora Utd 3 (D Guadagno 2 Own Goal), Dallas Eagles 1 
(C Kalinkara) Ascot Vale 1 (AA Samayoa) 

Catch up: Youth Utd 1 (D Kaya) Watsonia Heights 4 

(M Tavolaro OM Ali E Santone 2), Brunswick Zebras 0 
Bundoora Utd 4 (CN Lomini 2 MJ Turco D Guadagno) 


PWOL F A PT 


Watsonia Heights 1914 2 356 21 44 


Epping City 1913 3 343 15 42 
Bundoora Utd 1910 5 436 22 35 
Brimbank 1995 5 49 31 32 
Youth Utd 19 93 7 38 38 30 
Surf Coast 19757 26 32 26 
Brunswick Zebras 19: 6.5 8 33: 36:23 
Ascot Vale 1957 7 23 26 22 
Mill Park 19 55 9 20 38 20 
Northern Utd 19 441119 42 16 
Moreland Wolves 19 3.51129 49 14 
Dallas Eagles 19 251214 36 8 


PROVI 2 NORTH WEST 


PROVI 3 NORTH WEST 


Melbourne University Rangers 2 Glenroy 0, South Yarra 
4 Hume Utd 1, Elwood City 2 Plenty Valley Lions 2, Avon- 
dale Heights 0 Whittlesea Utd 0, Melbourne City 2 Mel- 
bourne Tornado 0, Western Eagles 1 Corio 1 


Catch up: Avondale Heights 1 Plenty Valley Lions 1 


PWODL F A PT 
Melbourne Uni Rangers 1916 2 1 51 8 50 
South Yarra 1915 2 2 47 18 47 
Plenty Valley Lions 1910 3 6 30 24 33 
Avondale Heights 19856 35 28 29 
Hume Utd 19667 35 34 24 
Western Eagles 19 7 210 21 2823 
Corio 19649 27 4322 
Elwood City 19 6 310 29 3721 
Whittlesea Utd 19 6 310 21 3121 
Glenroy 19 7 210 27 3520 
Melbourne City 19 5 410 20 2719 


Melbourne Tornado 19 4015 20 5012 


Reserves 


West Preston 0 North City Lions 4, Darebin Utd 2 Hop- 
pers Crossing 2, Keon Park 1 Essendon Utd 2, Colling- 
wood City 3 Bell Park 2, Brimbank City 1 Moreland Utd 5 


Catch up: Brimbank City 3 Northern Falcons 4, West 
Preston 0 Hoppers Crossing 0 


PWODL F A PT 
North City Lions 1915 2 2 47 13 47 
Essendon Utd 1912 4 3 46 21 40 
Collingwood City 1910 5 4 36 24 35 
Northern Falcons 1910 3 6 49 36 33 
Moreland Utd 19847 39 46 28 
Melton 19 748 29 34 25 
Keon Park 19667 33 29 24 
Hoppers Crossing 19649 25 31 22 
West Preston 19559 32 41 20 
Bell Park 19 6 112 34 39 19 
Brimbank City 19 4 312 28 55 15 
Darebin Utd 19 3 313 28 57 12 


Reserves 


Mill Park 1 Brimbank 2, Brunswick Zebras 0 Epping 
City 3, Northern Utd 1 Moreland Wolves 1, Watsonia 
Heights 2 Surf Coast 1, Youth Utd 3 Bundoora Utd 2, 
Dallas Eagles 0 Ascot Vale 1 


Catch up: Youth Utd Watsonia Heights 


PWODL F A PT 
Epping City 1918 1078 7 55 
Brimbank 1914 1 450 24 43 
Watsonia Heights 1813 3 252 20 42 
Brunswick Zebras 19 9 4 6 42 32 31 
Youth Utd 18 91 8 52 39 28 
Ascot Vale 19 73 9 33 36 24 
Surf Coast 19 7 21046 52 23 
Bundoora Utd 19 6 31037 44 21 
Moreland Wolves 19 6 21132 53 20 
Northern Utd 19 4 41127 58 16 
Dallas Eagles 19 4 31227 59 12 
Mill Park 19 131510 62 6 


Seniors 


Port Melbourne 0 Northcote City 1 (J Triantopoulos), 
Stonnington City 1 (T Williams) Chelsea 3 (J Benli WM 
Gordon K Basic), Eastern Lions 1 (D Nash) Peninsula 
Strikers 2 (M Demirkol 2), South Springvale 0 Casey 
Comets 0, Waverley Wanderers 0 Diamond Valley Utd 3 
(D Pistininzi 2 K Simsek), Knox City 1 (N Veljovic) Don- 
caster Rovers 0 


SOUTH EAST 2 


Reserves 


Port Melbourne 0 Northcote City 0, Stonnington City 4 
Chelsea 2, Eastern Lions 3 Peninsula Strikers 1, South 
Springvale 3 Casey Comets 1, Waverley Wanderers 2 
Diamond Valley Utd 0, Knox City 2 Doncaster Rovers 1 


Catch up: Diamond Valley Utd 1 Eastern Lions 4 


PWODL F APT 


PWODL FA PT ; 
Northcote City 1914 1 4 43 20 43 Knox City 1911 6 235 18 39 
Knox City 1912 2 5 38 19 38 Doncaster Rovers 1911 3 538 22 36 
Doncaster Rovers 1910 6 3 37 19 36 Eastern Lions 1911 1 741 30 34 
Chelsea 1910 2 7 30 27 32 Peninsula Strikers 1910 3 634 21 33 
Stonnington City 19 92 8 38 32 29 Casey Comets 19 7 6 6 37 34 27 
South Springvale 19 85 6 26 22 29 Waverley Wanderers 19 757 33 33 26 
Diamond Valley Utd 19 84 7 30 35 28 Northcote City 19 6 7 6 37 33 25 
Casey Comets 19 76 6 25 25 27 Chelsea — 19 7 4 8 35 37 25 
Eastern Lions 19 6 211 18 28 20 South Springvale 19 739 23 27 24 
Port Melbourne 19 4510 21 36 17 Stonnington City 19 5 41028 44 19 
Peninsula Strikers 19 4 312 19 34 15 Port Melbourne 19469 25 41 18 
Waverley Wanderers 19 2215 14 42 8 Diamond Valley Utd 19 2 41316 42 10 

Seniors SOUTH EAST 3 Reserves 


Brandon Park 3 (A Mashoian 2 G Mousaco) Springvale 
City 1 (D Rizvic), Endeavour Utd 0 Berwick City 2 (OA 
Mejias 2), Sandringham City 2 (O Harel 2) Southern Sub- 
urbs 0, Croydon City Arrows 2 (J Videkanic S Jennens) 
Doveton 0, Boroondara Eagles 1 (A Santone) Morwell 
Pegasus 2 (D Cassar D Cairns) 


PWD HL FA PT 
Morwell Pegasus 1913 3 3 45 21 42 
Heatherton Utd 1810 3 5 34 27 33 
Springvale City 19 937 23 26 30 
Berwick City 19 85 6 32 27 29 
Southern Suburbs 19 829 27 31 26 
Croydon City Arrows 19 74 8 25 20 25 
Brandon Park 19 66 7 26 26 24 
Boroondara Eagles 19 7 21027 29 23 
Doveton 19 6 5 8 31 42 23 
Sandringham City 19 649 31 32 22 
North Caulfield 18 495 21 25 21 
Endeavour Utd 19 361020 3615 

Seniors 


Warragul Utd 0 Scotch Old Boys 0, Old Melburnians 8 (M 
Pember 2 A Carmody 3 J Pearce 2 E Espinoza) Rowville Ea- 
gles 0, Nunawading City 6 (M Marnell J lvanov SC Bye AM 
Adem CK Stemn Jnr 2) Mooroolbark 3 (K Coe M Cauteruc- 
cio J Abrahams), Monash University 7 (N Mallios A Salmon 
N Burris T Masinde 2 R Nation 2) White Star Dandenong 0, 
Monbulk 1 (S Carr) Ashburton 0, Noble Park Utd 1 (B Mi- 
jatovic) Fitzroy City 2 (D Mahom J Corbett) 

Catch up: Monash University 9 (J Bucedi 4 G Costaras LP 
Johnson N Burris T Masinde R Nation) Rowville Eagles 1 
(M Voinea) 

PWODL F A PT 
1914 2 373 27 44 
1913 4 254 17 43 


Noble Park Utd 
Nunawading City 


Monbulk 1912 4 354 17 40 
Fitzroy City 1912 3 460 27 39 
Old Melburnians 19 95 5 47 27 32 
Monash University 19 8 3 8 43 35 27 
Scotch Old Boys 19 8 3 8 25 27 27 
Mooroolbark 19 6 4 9 38 51 22 
Ashburton 19 6 11231 46 19 
Warragul Utd 19 469 20 33 18 
Rowville Eagles 19 3.11520 73 10 
White Star Dandenong 19 0 21713 98 2 


Seniors 


Lyndale Utd 0 Riversdale 3 (S Oliver A Christakakis D 
Begg), Mornington 0 Whitehorse Utd 0, Caulfield Utd 4 
(O Tufan 3 A Maabreh) Old Trinity Grammarians 0, Keys- 
borough 0 Berwick Kings 0, Old Brighton Grammarians 0 
Old Camberwell Grammar 4 (P Margin 2 GG Efe E Kyri- 
akou), Dandenong Sparrows 4 (A Jennings T Ithier DE 
Schulberg 2) Carrum Utd 2 (M Cordoma D Cori) 


Catch up: Riversdale 4 (S Oliver A Christakakis 2 D Rob- 
ertson) Carrum Utd 5 (A Busuttil 2 J Ramsden D Cori 


F Pinu) PWODL FA PT 
Old Camberwell Grammar 19 11 5 3 40 23 38 


Mornington 1910 5 4 41 26 35 
Lyndale Utd 1910 1 8 36 35 31 
Riversdale 19937 54 37 30 
Whitehorse Utd 19856 29 17 29 
Old Brighton Grammarians19 8 4 7 36 42 28 
Dandenong Sparrows 1983 8 34 36 27 
Caulfield Utd 19 829 34 37 26 
Berwick Kings 19 6 310 18 35 21 
Carrum Utd 19 5 410 29 38 19 
Keysborough 19469 27 33 18 
Old Trinity Grammarians 19 5 311 24 43 18 


Seniors 


Seaford Utd 0 Dandenong City 0, Keilor Wolves 3 (D Pa- 
nev 3) Brighton 4 (P McCaig 3 G Lark), Beaumaris 3 (T 
Hogan 2 DM Cappellari) Uni. of Melbourne 0, Noble Park 
1 (ABuhac) Dandenong Warriors 0, Bayside Argonauts 
5 (G Triantafillidis E Cid C Papageorgiou 3) Eltham North 
0, Old Carey 1 (PJ Henson) Endeavour Hills 0 


Catch up: Brighton 2 (S Letts VM Garcia) Old Carey 3 (A 
Dana L Udorovic PJ Henson) 


PWODLF A PT 
2014 3 342 24 45 
1912 3 441 23 39 
1911 3 541 25 36 
19955 41 31 32 
19946 45 39 31 
1910 1 845 42 31 
19 9 2 8 31 27 29 
19 7 4 8 35 39 22 
20 6 01442 59 18 
19 5 21239 48 17 
19511321 34 16 
19 2 41328 60 10 


Old Carey 
Beaumaris 
Bayside Argonauts 
Dandenong City 
Keilor Wolves 
Endeavour Hills 
Seaford Utd 

Noble Park 
Brighton 
Dandenong Warriors 
Uni. of Melbourne 
Eltham North 


PROVI 1 SOUTH EAST 


PROVI 2 SOUTH EAST 


PROVI 3 SOUTH EAST 


Seaford Utd 1 Dandenong City 1, Keilor Wolves 3 Brigh- 


Brandon Park 3 Springvale City 0, Endeavour Utd 1 Ber- 
wick City 6, Sandringham City 5 Southern Suburbs 0, 
Croydon City Arrows 3 Doveton 1, Boroondara Eagles 2 
Morwell Pegasus 2 


PWOL F A PT 
Sandringham City 1916 1 2 50 14 49 
Boroondara Eagles 1912 4 3 32 15 40 
Croydon City Arrows 1911 3 5 39 16 36 
Berwick City 19 95 5 48 31 32 
Endeavour Utd 1810 0 8 34 32 30 
Brandon Park 18 8 3 7 37 29 27 
North Caulfield 17 827 36 23 26 
Southern Suburbs 19 7 21028 36 23 
Morwell Pegasus 18 6 3 9 32 29 21 
Doveton 19 5 6 8 22 27 21 
Heatherton Utd 18 3.11412 53 10 
Springvale City 19 101812 77 3 


Reserves 


Warragul Utd 2 Scotch Old Boys 2, Old Melburnians 4 
Rowville Eagles 1, Nunawading City 0 Mooroolbark 1, 
Monash University 1 White Star Dandenong 0, Monbulk 
0 Ashburton 1, Noble Park Utd 7 Fitzroy City 4 


Catch up: Monash University 7 Rowville Eagles 0 


PWOL F A PT 
Monash University 1914 2 3 57 18 44 
Old Melburnians 1911 3 5 37 26 36 
Nunawading City 1910 4 5 44 25 34 
Fitzroy City 19964 56 37 33 
Ashburton 1910 3 6 32 27 33 
Monbulk 19946 34 21 31 
Scotch Old Boys 19775 34 27 28 
Warragul Utd 19667 33 38 24 
Noble Park Utd 19 5 410 44 44 19 
Mooroolbark 19 5 410 25 39 19 
Rowville Eagles 19 3 313 23 68 12 
White Star Dandenong 19 1216 11 60 5 

Reserves 


Lyndale Utd 1 Riversdale 1, Mornington 2 Whitehorse 
Utd 0, Caulfield Utd 1 Old Trinity Grammarians 0, Keys- 
borough 11 Berwick Kings 0, Old Brighton Grammarians 
1 Old Camberwell Grammar 2, Dandenong Sparrows 0 
Carrum Utd 2 


PWD LF A PT 
Riversdale 1916 2 1 56 19 50 
Caulfield Utd 1913 0 6 46 27 39 
Old Camberwell Grammar 19 11 3 5 42 20 36 
Old Brighton Grammarians19 10 0 9 44 39 30 
Mornington 19 937 41 37 30 
Whitehorse Utd 19 829 26 24 26 
Lyndale Utd 19 7 4 8 34 36 25 
Keysborough 19 739 41 33 24 
Old Trinity Grammarians 19 6 4 9 31 41 22 
Dandenong Sparrows 19 701238 47 21 
Carrum Utd 19 6 31033 49 21 
Berwick Kings 19 201729 89 6 

Reserves 


ton 4, Beaumaris 6 Uni. of Melbourne 1, Noble Park 1 


Dandenong Warriors 6, Bayside Argonauts 6 Eltham 


North 2, Old Carey 4 Endeavour Hills 0 


Catch up: Brighton 0 Old Carey 3 


PW DLF A PT 
Old Carey 2018 0 2 67 20 54 
Bayside Argonauts 1714 1 2 57 24 43 
Beaumaris 1813 2 3 65 29 41 
Dandenong Warriors 1811 1 6 56 31 34 
Seaford Utd 19775 55 39 28 
Brighton 20 8 111 37 38 25 
Uni. of Melbourne 19 7 210 37 45 23 
Dandenong City 19 7111 38 53 22 
Endeavour Hills 19 6 112 33 61 19 
Keilor Wolves 19 4 312 32 48 15 
Eltham North 19 4015 24 69 12 
Noble Park 19 3 313 36 80 9 
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ROUND TWENTY FIXTURES 


All matches to be played on Saturday 23rd 
August with 3pm KO unless otherwise stated. 


STATE NW 2 

Thomastown Devils v Moreland City 

Epping Soccer Stadium Fri 22 Aug 08 8:15PM 
Altona East Phoenix v North Geelong Warriors 
Paisley Park Soccer Complex 

Williamstown v Brunswick City 

JT Gray Reserve 

Pascoe Vale v Altona City 

Hosken Reserve 

Maribyrnong Greens v Werribee City 
Skinner Reserve 

Cairnlea v Ballarat Red Devils 

Cairnlea Park 


STATE SE 2 

Doncaster Rovers v Waverley Wanderers 
Anderson Park Fri 22 Aug 08 8:30PM 
Eastern Lions v Knox City 

Gardiners Creek Reserve 

Diamond Valley Utd v Port Melbourne 
Partington Flats 

Northcote City v South Springvale 
John Cain Memorial Park 

Casey Comets v Stonnington City 
Comets Stadium 

Peninsula Strikers v Chelsea 
Centenary Park 


STATE NW 3 

Banyule City v Geelong 
Yallambie Park Reserve 

La Trobe University v Lalor 
Latrobe Uni Lower Playing Fld 
North Sunshine Eagles v Sunbury Utd 
Larissa Reserve 

Geelong Rangers v Lalor Utd 
Myers Reserve 

Yarraville Glory v Laverton Park 
Mclvor Reserve 

Westvale v Sydenham Park 
McKechnie Reserve 


STATE SE 3 

Brandon Park v Boroondara Eagles 
Freeway Reserve 

Morwell Pegasus v Croydon City Arrows 
Ronald Reserve 

Doveton v Sandringham City 

Waratah Reserve 

Southern Suburbs v Endeavour Utd 
Keeley Park 

Springvale City v Heatherton Utd 

Ross Reserve 

Berwick City v North Caulfield 

Jack Thomas Reserve Sun 24 Aug 08 3:00PM 


PROVI NW 1 

South Yarra v Western Eagles 

Fawkner Park 

Corio v Melbourne City 

Hume Reserve 

Melbourne Tornado v Avondale Heights 
Newmarket Reserve 

Whittlesea Utd v Elwood City 

Thomas Street Recreation Res. 

Plenty Valley Lions v Melbourne Uni Rangers 
Bundoora Park Pavilion 

Hume Utd v Glenroy 

Laura Douglas Reserve 


PROVI SE 1 

Old Melburnians v Noble Park Utd 
Robert Menzies Reserve 

Fitzroy City v Monbulk 

Fairfield Park 

Ashburton v Monash University 
Ashburton Park 

White Star Dandenong v Nunawading City 
Greaves Reserve 

Mooroolbark v Warragul Utd 

Esther Park Reserve 

Rowville Eagles v Scotch Old Boys 
Park Ridge Reserve 


PROVI NW 2 

Darebin Utd v Brimbank City 

Mayer Park 

Moreland Utd v Melton 

Moomba Park Reserve 

Northern Falcons v Collingwood City 
Hayes Park 

Bell Park v Keon Park 

Bell Park Sports Club 

Essendon Utd v West Preston 
Aberfeldie Park 

Hoppers Crossing v North City Lions 
Grange Reserve 


PROVI SE 2 

Mornington v Dandenong Sparrows 
Dallas Brooks Park 

Carrum Utd v Old Brighton Grammarians 
Italo-Australian Club 

Old Camberwell Grammar v Keysborough 
Deepdene Park 

Berwick Kings v Caulfield Utd 

Betula Park 

Old Trinity Grammarians v Lyndale Utd 
Trinity Sports Ground 

Whitehorse Utd v Riversdale 

Terrara Park 


PROVI NW 3 

Brunswick Zebras v Dallas Eagles 
Balfe Park 

Youth Utd v Ascot Vale Seth 
Raistrick Reserve 

Bundoora Utd v Watsonia Heights Hills 
Recreation Reserve 

Surf Coast v Northern Utd 

Quay Reserve 

Moreland Wolves v Mill Park 
Rayner Reserve 

Epping City v Brimbank 

Casa D’Abruzzo Club 


PROVI SE 3 

Keilor Wolves v Old Carey 

Green Gully Reserve No.4 
Endeavour Hills v Bayside Argonauts 
Power Reserve 

Eltham North v Noble Park 

Eltham North Reserve 

Dandenong Warriors v Beaumaris 
Lois Twohig Reserve 

Uni. of Melbourne v Seaford Utd 
Princes Park Oval #2 

Brighton v Dandenong City 
Dendy Park 


Monday 18 Aug 2008 


20 


THE BALL STOPS HERE! 
TEL: 0425 766 265 


ELITE GOALKEEPING 


ACADEMY 
\ es x ‘ =Cutting edgeyrogram 
ee ee Sneyn one in e 
_ ~~ y /Seessions “~ 
/) -\Approved mettouay, 


=, used by, world class | 
/ keepers 


- Gain confidence ingo 


CUTTING EDGE KEEPING 


BOX HILL 
iN00R SPORTS 


FOO TBARS DIREGTORYGEGHASSIGIEDS 


(03) 9645 1440 


Reservoir Unique 
Sports & Trophies 


SPORTSPOWER 
54 Edwardes Street Reservoir VIC 3073 
Ph: (03) 9460 9972 Fax: (03) 9460 5879 
Email: rsports@bigpond.net.au 


Specialising in... 

«3 Quality Boots 

© Team Uniforms 

© Training Gear 

3” Soccer Balls 

e@ Trophies & Medals 

e@ Full Range of Sports 
Apparel 

«3 Top Goalkeeper 
Equipment 

«3 Competitive Prices ¢3 All Club Enquiries Welcome 


SELLS 2008 


Serving Victorian Football Since 1981 
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ee com.au 
Fooreert FOR THE TREE FANS 


Premier 
League 


2008 
gg Now in Store!! 
La Liga 


2008 
Now in Store!! 


199 Swan St icon i 30 Te 03 408 6 


OFFICIAL - LICENSED - EXCL UWS/VE 
ARGUABLY VICTORIA’S #1 FOOTBALL STORE!! 


RIVER PLATE FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 
Official branch of CA River Plate FC 


Range In Stores Now “The Giants of South American Football” 


For enquiries contact: 


Daniel Santomil 
q “By Far The 
Greatest” 


0411 517 479 
www.riverplateaustralia.com 
riverplateaustralia@hotmail.com 
School Holiday Camps - School Clinics 
All year round Skill Programs - Overseas Trips 
Player Management Services - Sports Medicine Support 


As Worn By A-League 
Goalkeeper Of The Year 
Michael Theoklitos 
(Melbourne Victory) 


T: (07) 3245 6996 
E: sales@redlionagencies.com.au 
W: www.sells.com.au 


EDDIE KRNCEVIC'S 


‘of SOCCER SERVICES 
Ra ecickrncevic@hotmail.com 


- Private sessions & instruction 

- In depth position trainng gz 

- Coaching clinics 

- Refining skills 

- Player development 

- Complete consulting 

- Professional experience an 

- Former Socceroo & ~ 
European Top Goalscorer pee 

- Official FIFA player agent 


(15 days) 
Age Group: 


(born 1994, 1995) 
U18s (born in 
1989, 1990, 1991) 


When you want to be the best... 


te 


Issue # 26 


Goal! Weekly BEAS TERR O MSIE PASI 21 
John Bedford 


BEDROCK BEDFORD 


The Pillar of Strength Behind Hellas’ Sixties Superiority 


Last week’s column on the 1962 
season listed the South Melbourne 
Hellas players who won the first 
State League championship under 
the auspices of the Victorian Soccer 
Federation and among them was 
John Bedford. 

John is still going strong at the age 
of 66 and living in Wodonga. He was born 
and brought up in Box Hill and Bill Stewart 
persuaded him to start playing soccer at 
the age of seven. After heavy defeats in the 
early years, the Box Hill juniors won their 
leagues from under-9 to under-11 and by 
the age of 15 John Bedford was making his 
debut for the Box Hill seniors. He won the 
club’s best and fairest award twice in four 
years. Unfortunately the glory days of Box 
Hill were behind them and in 1961 the team 
was relegated from the State League. 

In the match against Hellas that 
year, however, the young Bedford played 
and scored, and coach Manny Poulakakis 
moved quickly to sign him. Box Hill did 


apres TRY 
not want to let him go, but eventually the older spas 
transfer went through. His first game for + opener 9 ars sielcarde tern vo nan Rt eartye 


~~ a« 


Hellas was against Sydney powerhouse EE 4 ah Rr Noe _~ 
Pan Hellenic and he scored twice in a 3-1 ; 

win. But as John tells it, the details of his 
move to Hellas had not been settled when 
he went along to watch an Ampol Cup 
night game between Hellas and Polonia. oe . 
Someone grabbed him from behind and told : ; . ae ay - 

him he was playing. So he took the field al ear ertat . a , dices ceed sors Sone 
and scored. Not a bad start to a career at ' Fate ean Sa 

Hellas which lasted until 1974. He was ever 
present as Hellas won the State League title 
in 1962. 


ae 


John Bedford fight) and Eddie Sacco of eae Cross at Olympic Park. Photo: Uwe Kuessner. 


Sau ks into the 1963 Hellas completed three in a row. reached the veteran stage. In the 1960s Margaritis, Bill Curran and Les Scheinflug. 

H 4 ee ; ees on His form with Hellas saw him he represented Australia in the Laidlaw ‘The teams in New South Wales thought 
ea ee ee ree eae selected for Victoria 28 times and he was World Cup for local ‘national’ teams. He they were the best. We went up to play 
and John was told that he would be on ‘ ‘ ‘ : : ; 

: a . on the fringes of Australian selection had a very strong left foot and began as against Prague in the Australian Cup one 
the bench. ‘No, I won’t’, he replied and . . . f : 
ae but unfortunately never received his full goalscoring winger, though often moving year and were told we would be hammered, 
went off to play footy with his mates at . : : : : : 
pared oe . . international cap, though he had a couple back to a midfield role as his experience but we beat them 5—1. The only team which 

Box Hill Pioneers, winning a premiership ; . ; 
‘ of games for the Australia B team. The grew. beat us was Hakoah,’ he said. A Soccer 
in the process. Next year new coach John ate : : . ‘ : : 

io only two games he remembers missing for A signwriter by trade he retired Weekly writer said John Bedford was ‘a 
Margaritis came back for Bedford and et a : ‘ . : . . : : 

; Victoria were against AS Roma in 1966 and last year but still keeps his eye inand helps _ fast, brainy and determined player, who is 
he resumed his soccer career. A tendon ee : é : mee 
as oe : Manchester United in 1975. out with the firm when necessary. He is never beaten till the final whistle’. 
injury and a bout of hepatitis kept him ; a Mags : 
i In his 14-year career he played as enthusiastic about the game and his 
Ou oF aunmber ot panes in 1967, bute 553 games and took part in6 championship _ part in it as he was when he was playing Word R 
: : ana: : Works by{Roy, Hays 

ee pe caer saa victories. Hellas also won the State He remembers the coaches for whom he y 
aa a i Ms League in 1972 and 1974 when John had played including Manny Poulakakis, John Photos sourced by Roy Hay 


eat Bedford of South Melbourne Hellas jumps 
above Eddie Sacco of George Cross: Photo: Uwe 


Kuessner, Victorian Soccer Federation Yearbook, a 
South Melbourne Hellas coach Manny aH Se ala pecauiatis John Bedford on the ball. South Melbourne Hellas coach John 
Poulakakis. Photo: Les Shorrock Soccer Weekly on 17 May 1962 on page one. The Photo: Les Shorrock collection. Margaritis. Photo: Les Shorrock collection. 
collection. Deakin University Library. crowd for that game was given as 12,000. Deakin University Library. Deakin University Library. 
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Forget Russia and Georgia, the big war 
at the moment seems to be brewing between 
the FFV and the VPL clubs. Older folks may 
be thinking it is 1958-1962 all over again as 
the battle lines are drawn. The clubs have 
realised that the new Summer League is 
being established to weaken or destroy them, 
and as such have informed the FFV that they 
will no longer help fund their own demise. 

A “restructure” that has seen five staff 
members lose their jobs has commenced, but 
whether this will lead to any improvement 
in FFV services remains to be seen. The 
smart money would be on things only 
getting worse. Last week saw the Foxtel Cup 
website put up a match report containing the 
phrase “shit shot” as well as a report making 
constant references to the play of Anthony 
Pelikan, who Results Vault and witnesses at 
the game reveal did not even take the field 
due to injury. Not that ResultsVault can be 
taken seriously, as I know there was at least 
one discrepancy between what appeared on 
their team sheet and what the referee actually 
marked down in the Match Record book. 

The FFV also looks to be heading for the 
courts again, after a tribunal determination 
regarding a dispute between Sebastian 
Petrovich and his former club Whittlesea 
Zebras. There is no right of appeal with the 
tribunal’s decision, so any further action 
will have to go through the courts. Maybe 
Richmond should have gone through the 
courts in 2006 when they were told they 


KATSA’S KORNER 
7-25 


HOUSE OF HORRORS 

The Scorer was called upon this week, not 
for his usual role in counting the number of 
coaching casualties in the Foxtel Cup. 

The House of Darebin, G’Day Mark, 
made a special plea for his services, as last 
Monday bright and early, Rendell’s List was 
announced. 

The very special folk on this list 
were told that their positions with the House of 
Darebin had been made redundant. 

In typical Michael Corelone style, 
Mark settled “Family Business’ and the Heads 
of all the “Families” within the House of 
Darebin were told that they would be removed 
from their positions. 

But wait, there’s more, do not go 
straight to www.seek.com.au, for these “Heads” 
are able to apply for the newly created positions, 
with new titles of “General Manager” 

Interesting times ahead, where Mark’s 
pressure levels would be about as high as mine, 
when in the wee hours of a Friday morning, 
the last drop of J Walker has been had, with no 
available bottle shops open. 

To add to Mark’s woes, the ‘Chosen 
One’s” from the Foxtel Cup gathered last 
week, to discuss, their positions regarding the 
sweeping reforms coming out of the House of 
Darebin. 

Whispers circulating are that there is 
a strong possibility that they will boycott the 
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had no right of appeal after the lights went 
out in a game against Heidelberg and the 
FFV ordered play to be resumed rather 
than restarted. When this happened a month 
ago between Altona and Coburg the FFV 
determined the game would be restarted 
rather than resumed. It is inconsistent rulings 
like these which have people questioning 
the integrity and judgement of the decision- 
makers. 

It would be interesting to know the current 
balance of the FFV’s bank account. Would 
they be able to withstand a cash flow crisis 
should clubs from across the leagues decide 
to hold back on paying affiliation fees, 
registrations and the many and varied array 
of fines which are constantly handed out? It 
is not just the VPL clubs that are disaffected, 
with State League Division Two and Three 
clubs also having a meeting recently to 
discuss their grievances. 

What has lead to such dissatisfaction? 
You only need to look at the handling of 
two “suspended” players in the Foxtel 
Cup in June to find the level of FFV office 
incompetence and inconsistency. Heidelberg 
fielded Dennis Alilovic who was due to miss a 
week for having picked up five yellow cards. 
Their 1-0 win was stripped and awarded as 
a 3-0 victory to Preston Lions as a result 
of him taking the field, though Heidelberg 
claimed lack of notification. The following 
week everyone was given notification that 
Ross Thompson was to be suspended for 


. 


Foxtel Cup finals, in protest to the number of 
teams that are to be relegated from the Foxtel 
Cup in 2008 . 

They are wanting a no relegation 
year, with the Foxtel Cup to revert back to a 16 
Team Competition in 2009. 

The State Leagues, not to be outdone 
will also be assembling this week to discuss 
their concerns also. 

My old sparring partner, Normie 
Willcox from the Easter Lions made a call to 
me last week to explain that this meeting, to 
be held at the Eastern Lions Ground, scene of 
many of Katsa 700 games against the States 
finest hacks, was open to all Clubs, irrespective 
of their ethnic background, and not to British 
Clubs, as I wrote last week. 

See you there lads, should be an 
interesting night! 


HOW MUCH?! 

Victorian Soccer is at the cross roads once 
again, with Club Powerbrokers about as happy 
at the moment with the running of Soccer 
in Victoria as I would be at an Alcoholics’ 
Anonymous meeting. 


Time will tell if the pressure that they apply 
to the house of Darebin will effectively end 
any new Regional Based Competition, which 
the House of Darebin, following on from the 
success of the Melbourne Victory are wanting 
to implement, with these new Clubs based on 
Regional Support from across the State. 
Consultants have prepared feasibility 
studies on this new Competition, how on Earth 
they can justify a $150,000 Licence fee per 


Couburg’s game against Preston, via the 
FFV’s website suspensions list, but this was 
amended after the game in which he scored 
both goals in a 2-0 win. 

It is a sad state of affairs in Victorian 
football at the moment. In recent weeks I 
have written about games that should have 
been finished being abandoned by referees 
making compromised decisions. Late tackles 
that connect and break a leg get just an 
automatic week suspension, late tackles that 
don’t cause any long-term damage get three 
weeks suspension. Call another player a 
cheating c-c-c-can’t use that word in a paper 
for all the family like this, and it’s five weeks 
if the referee though the abuse was directed 
at him. You can’t argue with the referee 
thinking that the abuse was directed at him, 
because the referee is always right according 
to the tribunal. Unless he sends someone off 
for a tackle which broke a leg, then maybe, 
he can be wrong.... 

Political correctness and tokenism going 
overboard has seen a female referee well out 
of her depth in vital State League Two games. 
There are more instances of incorrectly 
registered players in this computer age than 
in the 1950’s when people were coming 
off boats in the Post War migration boom 
when “cable” was still a main source of 
communication. Dark days indeed and it is 
only fitting that talk of revolution continues 
to grow. 

Very quickly to other matters away from 


team is beyond me. 

Strap in for the ride of your life, the 
next few weeks will have more ups and downs 
for Club Powerbrokers and the Folk that are 
actually left at the House of Darebin, than a 
Submarine. 


IN BLACK AND BLACK 

Over to the Men in Black we go, whose 
performances of some, of late, has also incensed 
various Club Powerbrokers. 


I have witnessed a number of matches as a 
neutral observer, without any loyalty to any 
teams and not being concerned about the 
result, there are a number of Men in Black 
whose performances have been below standard 
to say the least. 

The same guys who make error after 
error in previous weeks are being rewarded 
for their errors by being assigned matches in 
higher divisions! 

One such Man in Black, who shall 
remain nameless to protect the Guilty, has in the 
3 matches that I have seen him officiate, turned 
games on their heads, by sending off players for 
minor offences, early on in the piece, however, 
his greatest moment to date was a few weeks 
back in a crucial match in State One, where he 
handed out 2 yellow tickets to the same player, 
without sending him off! 


GET READY TO RUMBLE 

Over to Dandy Thunder we go, where this 
Saturday Mayor Trajevski’s troops come up 
against the Southern Stars, with both teams 
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the local scene: The Olympic Dream is over 
for the Olyroos, failing to reach the knock-out 
stages. Graham Arnold may be set to join the 
former FFV employees at Centrelink, in fact 
if the FFV really wanted to take the mickey 
they could give him Eric Hollingsworth’s 
job as Head of Elite Development. 

Opening week of the A-League season 
and Saturday night saw Fox Sports News 
covering.... crowd trouble at the Sydney FC 
v Melbourne Victory clash. Football, but 
not as we know it, as Fox Sports News was 
quick to point out that the dramas were not 
related to ethnic tensions as they had been in 
the NSL days. It was still idiots being idiots, 
but apparently no one is to blame anymore. 


vying for a spot in the 2009 Foxtel Cup. 

Should be a cracker of a Game, 
hopefully a Man in Black will be appointed 
that will not make any incorrect decisions that 
will have a bearing on the result. 

Money time also for the rest of the 
Leagues where some teams will cement their 
promotion spots, whilst others will be heading 
straight for the Westgate! 

Last weekend was certainly an 
interesting one for many Punters, who due to 
no Soccer Games being held, were found to be 
at a very lose end. 

Bunnings recorded increases sales 
with many of the punters choosing to repair the 
little things around home that they have let go 
over the last 6 months. 

Others chose to spend some quality 
time with J Walker. 

I unfortunately had the misfortune of 
sharing a urinal with one of these punters who 
must have continued their battle with J Walker 
deep into the wee hours of Saturday night, and 
from his actions, it was certainly a losing battle, 
as rather than stand at the Urinal, he decided 
it would be easier to kneel and place his head 
directly into it, which would allow him to get 
rid of those troublesome carrot bits easier. 


Only problem for me was that they then floated 
down my way! 


Until next week. 

This is Katsa — Just as you’ve known him. 
And remember —Mixing J Walker with Dim 
Sims can have an ugly ending! 
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FIRST OF ALL 
My sincerest apologies for not being able 
to bring to you the latest saga of Tsigan last 
week. 

Of a truth, or verily/veritas as 
I wouldst contend, I could’nt bring it to 
you last week as a direct result of Carpal 
Tunnel Syndrome combined with Parietal 
Occipital Preforontal Cranial Metabolical 
Brocal Premotor Primary Sensory Visual 
Wernicke’s Auditory Cranial Grey and White 
matter in the Spinal Column, which resulteth 
in Cerebellum Thalamus Auditory. 


Nowadays, they call it Writer’s Block, or 
Cramp. 


So, I took it upon myself to eat everything 
I got my hands on with a punch of salt. 
Now, i write this diatribe from the Cardiac 
Ward in Dandy Hospital, no thanks to Kevin 
Dudd who put the price of alcopops up by 
783%....stupid bloody Mandarin speaking 
Queenslander that he is, and who the 
frog voted for him anyway....1 BLOODY 
DIDN’T!!!! 


U.U.C 
Unhappy 
Unloved 
Outta Control 


The problem with gen Y today. 
yeah...yeah...you’re gunna give me the crap 
about it’s just a phase, it’s just a form of 
expression compounded because of the folly 
of the Gen X generation. 


Well, lemme ask you a question Meister 
Einstein brainiac politically correct faggot 


Since when did we start stating that 
generations where friggin’ letters in the first 
place? 


The Ist time I heard of such a thing, I, 
that is the person i would like to be whilst 
writing this crap per say, and even if Per had 
a say in it; I was, or was was in the middle 
of it, seriously with the Spanish inquisition 
deliberating, t? wart was NEVER for a minute 
minute friggin’ froggin’ smacking drums, 


playing bass, trying to play lead, OR let 
aloneTRYING which I cannot for a second 
DO...play acoustic guitar, whilst holding an 
opinion as to whit or want a Capital Letter 
had ANYTHING to do with ANY-Thing 
OTHER THAN KARAOKE ON a Saturday 
or Sunday night whilst hammered or nailed 
beyond repair or belief....put an opinion 
forth as to whit what should be classed as an 
opinion or in any other term other than legal 
under jurisprudence in the matter thereof... 
classed as, be, what was I saying?? 


Oh, yes, Generation capital lettered. 


CACOPHONY 

Do you for a moment, dear reader, know of 
a person classified as Gen W? 

Reason being, they would be behind Gen 
X....that being the majoral minoral general 
playoral species in the VPL. 


Man, do I have a cununmdrum, and I play 
drums, and that is nowhere to be found in the 
spray of Panama by Van Halen, which I flay 
in warm up. 


~ 


To those of you whom are truly ROCK 
illiterate, VAN HALEN had it all. 

I don’t just want to give some lame synopsis 
of musical 20th Century falafel, I mean 
BIG FISH in a LITTLE POND. WOAH!!!! 
Check out 1984. Buy it, play it loud and tell 
me I have no idea. 


Yeah, you may find an angle, but angles do 
not win you titles or belts. 


Ask Dean FAK, who’s been there and done 
that bloody puppy for the last 20 years 
from here to Beijing, Taiwain, Zagreb, Krk, 
Rome, Nanking, Fukmigong, Saigon, L.A, 
Athens, Amsterdam, Arnhem Land....a man 
who’s climbed Uluru with a Tsigan on his 
back thanks Jack, but yet... and, lived to 
tell the tale, who has no musical experience 
whotsoever, but can define the difference 
between a pump or a funk, and lived to tell 
the cacophonic semblence otherwise known 
as did’nt know the difference between getting 
to heaven but getting close. 


I used to rule the world, and sweep the strrets 
with your refuse as it behoved me. 


I would role the dce as my enemies would 
role the dice. 

Seasons come and go, yet my writing stays 
on your wall, fear in your want and will 
with discovery beyond comparewondering 
if I made sense but knowing that none was 
forthcoming; 


HULL ME 

Make a song 

smoke a bong 

bang a gong 

knowing you were wrong and then frog off. 


I have the photos to refute any Tito induced 
rebuttal. 


I’m NOT politically incorrect. 

[’mjst a WOG with a semi. 

BJ and his monkey have nothing on me. 
The Dukes of Hazard were poofs in clad. 


That is NOT a homophobic statement, unless 
you are a BIG POOF or LEZ wanting to 
make a point. 


If you do, just know this....by doing so, I will 
be able to find out who YOU are, and make 
your life a living hell. 
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In the final round of the 2008 FFSA 
Super League results hinged on all five 
scheduled matches, with Final 5 spots up 
for grabs as well as the second relegation 
spot to the Premier League. Relegation 
hung with four separate clubs; Raiders, 
Blue Eagles, Modbury Jets and White 
City Warriors, all sitting precariously at 
the bottom end of the ladder dependant 
on points and strike rates. 


At Con Makris Park teams battled to hold onto 
a spot in the Devine Homes Final 5 Series as 
fourth placed Para Hills Knights showed their 
strength with a comprehensive 3-0 win away to 
fifth placed Adelaide Galaxy. The Knights were 
the in-form side of late, having won five out 
of their last six matches blasting up the ladder 
from second bottom spot while their opponents 
Galaxy had been struggling in the second half of 
the season with mixed results. It was the triple 
M factor for the Knights, with striker Mark 
Mulady scoring a brace, Matthew Marchioro 
scoring a single and ex-AIS Michael Marrone 
getting in the best players listings. Knights 
Coach Rob Ditroia’s season now continues, the 
win cementing their fourth place on the ladder 
and subsequent qualification in the final 5 series. 
On a disappointing note, Galaxy Coach Carl 
Maynard’s season now ends, the loss seeing 
them bailed out of fifth place and Final 5 series. 


At the Newton Village Sports Complex 
Campbelltown City Red Devils played out a 
hardfought 3-2 win over the White City Warriors 
to retain their third spot on the Super League 
ladder. Red Devil striker Jason Trimboli set the 
pace early on in the match with two quick goals 
in the 10th and 20th minute taking his side into a 
commanding position as they went in for the half 
time break. It was all or nothing for the Warriors 
this game handging on a must win result for 
them, they came out to produce what was a great 
second half fightback. Captain Chad Bugeja put 
in a super solo goal scoring performance scoring 
in the 60th and 65th minute to even up the match, 
almost a case of dejavu, looking like a repeat 
of the last match of the 2007 season when he 
bagged four goals to defeat the Red Devils 5:4. 
But Red Devil Andy Fowler through differently, 
popping up with a late 87th minute goal to rescue 
the Devils. As the final whistle blew to mark the 
end of the 2008 season minor rounds, it was a 
disappointing and sad farewell to the White City 
Warriors, a club with one of the largest supporter 
base, now relegated to the Premier League. 


Polonia Park was the place to be as the Croydon 
Kings racked up their second successive win 
defeating the Blue Eagles 1-0. Despite having 
their fate of relegation back down to the Premier 
League set a few weeks ago, the Kings took 
their second only win for the season in style. 
Less than five minutes into the match, a Damian 
Stam shot into goal found the boot of veteran 
striker Michael Brooks at the 4minute mark. 
Croydon then hit the cross bar six minutes later, 
the woodwork coming out the winner on that 
occasion. Desperately needing a win to guarantee 
staying up in the Super League, the Blue Eagles 
fiercely went on the attack Lachlan Campbell 
again featuring for his side. The Eagles put 
up a great fight but the Kings held on strongly 
thanks again to a brilliant performance by keeper 
Anthony Stam to finish their season on a bitter 
sweet high. Eagle also being one of those sides 
that needed a win to keep them up, fortunately 
had luck on their side, the loss sustained to the 
Warriors by the Red Devils allowing the Eagles 
to remain in the Super League by the one single 
point finishing in eighth spot. 
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Raiders Richie Alagich watches his team mate retiring keeper Robert Matosevic make 
another great save. 


At Jet Park eighth placed Modbury Jets and 
second placed MetroStars battled out a 0-0 
draw. The Jets were one of four clubs that were 
facing possible relegation, a win or draw being 
enough for them to stay up. But facing the 2008 
FFSA Cup finalists was not going to make the 
job of escaping any easier and having key player 
captain Nathan Day out suspended just further 
added to the challenge. The game was a very 
tight and even affair, both sides playing an end 
to end style of game. MetroStars also had key 
players out but still are a dangerous side to face 
because of their depth. It was the keepers from 
both sides that saved their sides on the day, 
Jets Paul Riley and MetroStars Daniel Godley 
were both instrumental in saving their sides on 
numerous occasions to keep clean sheets for 
the match. Late in the game there was a gut 
wrenching moment for Jets spectators, which 
had their hearts in their mouths when MetroStars 
had a late goal disallowed, being deemed offside. 
Jets David Crowl and Scott Weidenbach both put 
up tough resistance against the Metros advances 
of midfielders Michael Pirone and Jim Stavrides. 
The draw gave both sides the single point and 
was enough to keep the Jets safe from relegation, 
much to the relief of Coach Duane Gray. “We 
are very happy with our season overall. Having 
beaten Adelaide City at home we knew we could 
match it with MetroStars and we did just that. 
It was a very exciting finish to our season only 
missing the Final 5 by a game and avoiding 
relegation by a game. Out team will be stronger 
next season after having 7-8 of our players 
playing their first full season of regular seniors 
football.” 


Adelaide City suffered their fourth loss of the 


season to the Raiders 0-1 at the Croatian Sports 
Centre, the goal coming from Mimi Saric in 
the 73rd minute of the game. The Raiders had 
everything to play for, a win possibly advancing 
them to the Final 5 series but a loss sending them 
into the relegation zone. City’s team line up saw 
coach Damian Mori deciding to rest some players 
ready for the FFSA Cup Final next week, but 
giving some great youngsters a run who took up 
the challenge very well. Young Patrick DeRuvo 
showed off his talents again in this match having 
a couple of shots that were stopped by outgoing 
Raiders keeper Robert Matosevic who along with 
Scott Morrison were named in the best players 
list. Despite the sheer jubilation of the win and 
advancement into the Final 5, the day had a 
sad edge to it as Raiders were saying goodbye 
to two of their staunch players, keeper Robert 
Matosevic who has been outstanding for the club 
over the years and captain Scott Morrison, the 
big intimidating defender who epitomises what 
the Raiders club is all about, heart and soul. Both 
players have indicated they will be ‘hanging up 
the boots’ bringing an end to their playing days. 


Next week hindmarsh Stadium will be the stage 
for the 2008 FFSA Cup Final between reining 
cup champions Adelaide City and MetroStars. In 
arepeat of the last years cup final, MetroStars will 
be out to capitalise on the opportunity to square 
things up with a victory this time. The Devine 
Final 5 Series will commence on Saturday 30th 
August 2008 culminating with the Grand Final 
on Friday night 19th September at Hindmarsh 
Stadium. 
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SUPER LEAGUE STANDINGS 


PWDL FA GDPts 


Adelaide City 181215 331716 37 
MetroStars 181044 361620 34 
Campbelltown 18 85 5 2321 2 29 
Para Hills 18 84 6 2825 3 28 
Raiders 18 67 5 3022 8 25 


Adelaide Galaxy18 73 8 3130 1 24 


Modbury 18 64 8 2026 -6 22 
Blue Eagles 18 56 7 1720 -3 21 
White City 18 62 1020 30-10 20 
Croydon 18 24 12 15 46 -31 10 


FFSA RESULTS 


Adelaide Galaxy 0 
Para Hills 3 (M.Mulady 2, M.Marchioro), 


Campbelltown C 3 (.J.Trimboli 2, A.Fowler) 
White City 2 (C.Bugeja 2) 


Croydon 1 (M.Brooks) 
Adelaide Blue Eagles 0 


Modbury 0 
MetroStars 0 


Raiders 1 (M.Saric) 
Adelaide City 0 
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FOOTBALL 


WEST 


FOOTBALL WEST STANDINGS 


PWDL F A GDPts 
17114 2 502525 37 


Sorrento FC 


Perth 17104 3 392613 34 
FloreatAthena 17103 4 321913 33 
Inglewood U 17 9 4 4 31256 31 


Mandurah City 17 8 4 5 493217 28 
Cockburn City 17 7 4 6 3439-5 25 
Stirling Lions 17 6 4 7 3226 6 22 
ECU Joondalup 17 6 3 8 3734 3 21 
Swanl.C.SC 17 6 3 8 3438 -4 21 


Western Knights17 4 3 10 25 40 -15 15 


Armadale 17 3 311 16 44 -28 12 
Fremantle 17 0 512 16 47 -31 5 
RESULTS 
Armadale - Inglewood U 1 


ECU Joondalup - Floreat Athena 1 
Fremantle Spirit 4 


Sorrento FC 4 
Mandurah City 4 0 


Cockburn City 


Swan IC 3 
Western Knights2 


—k 


Stirling Lions 
Perth SC 3 
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‘GONG STUN OLYMPIC, UNITED GONE 


In the first week of the NSW Premier 
League’s finals series, Wollongong 
overcame Sydney Olympic in a 
dramatic encounter at John Crehan 
Park to earn themselves another 
shot at Premiers Sutherland next 
week, while Manly’s win over Sydney 
United in the elimination final ended 
the Croatian-backed club’s season. 

Wollongong’s late fightback will 
give them plenty of heart going into a major 
semi-final against a Sutherland side with 
some key absentees. Sydney Olympic were 
the better side in the opening stages at John 
Crehan Park, but it was Wollongong who 
went ahead through Ilija Preznoski on 12 
minutes. 

Olympic then pressed hard for 
much of the game without success, before 
Jordanian international Siraj Al-Tall headed 
the away side level on 73 minutes. The 
momentum was with Milan Blagojevic’s 
side, and they took the lead only two minutes 
later, when a shot from AlI-Tall rebounded 
to Matthew Mayora, who tapped the ball 
home. 

Yet Wollongong have become 
known for their never-say-die attitude this 
season, and it was exemplified to perfection 
when Matthew Bailey ghosted into the box 
to head home an equalizer with six minutes 
remaining. In the second minute of injury 
time, Preznoski was there again to apply a 
poacher’s finish and win Wollongong the 
preliminary semi-final in dramatic fashion. 

There was drama at Cromer Park 
as well, as Manly defeated Sydney United 


INTERSTATE 


NSW & TASMANIA 


2-1 to send the men from Edensor Park 
crashing out of the competition. Englishman 
Craig Midgley, a key contributor for Manly 
this season, scored both goals; the first was 
a solo special, a surging run followed by a 
deft chip over Vedran Janjetovic, while the 
second was a clever near-post header with 
five minutes remaining. In between, Luka 
Glavas had won, and converted, a penalty 
for the away side. 

Next week’s two — clashes, 
therefore, will be the “first” semi-final 
between Sutherland and Wollongong, and 
the “second” semi, in which Olympic will 
host Manly. The loser of the latter will be 
eliminated, while the winner of the former 
goes straight to the grand final, to be played 
at CUA Stadium in Penrith on September 7. 

Sutherland will be weakened at 
home by the absence of injured captain 
George Souris, and of the outstanding Pedj 
Bojic, who is now with the Central Coast 
Mariners. Wollongong, for their part, will be 
without strikers Dez Giraldi (with Sydney 
FC) and Osagie Ederaro (still injured), 
but Ilija Preznoski has proved a more than 
capable marksman of late. 

Sydney Olympic will also be 
without one of their star performers in 
Shannon Cole, who has joined Sydney FC. 
And they would prefer not to remember 
their last encounter with Manly at Belmore, 
when a very late striker gave the side from 
the Northern Beaches all three points. Manly 
may lose their defender Beau Busch to the 
Newcastle Jets, but they have held onto their 
dangerous strikeforce of Robbie Cattanach 


and Craig Midgley. 


NEWCOMERS IMPRESS ON DEBUT 
Four players who have made the step up 
from the NSW Premier League all put in 
laudable performances in the first round of 
the Hyundai A-League. Pedj Bojic was a 
solid contributor to a Mariners defence that 
withstood a barrage from Newcastle in the 
second half, and he managed to contribute at 
the other end as well, setting up Matt Simon 
for the Mariners’ only goal. Also prominent 
in the Central Coast backline was David 
D’Apuzzo, formerly of APIA-Leichhardt, 
who impressed many in his first A-League 
appearance. 

On Saturday night, it was the turn 
of Shannon Cole and Chris Payne for Sydney 
FC. Cole was one of Sydney’s outstanding 
performers on the night, his trickery on the 
left wing causing the Melbourne defence 
many problems, and his impressive free 
kick in the second half crashing off the post, 
in Sydney’s best chance of the game. Payne 
was handed a difficult assignment, leading 
the line alone against such experienced 
defenders as Kevin Muscat and Michael 
Thwaite, but the spectators’ warm applause 
when he was substituted indicated that he 
had not been remotely disgraced. 


aal! 
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STH HOBART ON VERGE OF TITLE 


South Hobart maintained their 3-point 
lead over second-placed  Tilford 
Zebras on the Southern Tasmanian 
Premier League ladder with just one 
round remaining after both sides won 
their matches on the weekend. 

South Hobart beat bottom-side and 
relegated Taroona 4-0 away at Kelvedon 
Park on Saturday, while Tilford Zebras 
came from behind to down second-last and 
relegated Metro 4-2 at home at KGV Park on 
Friday night. 

In the battle to avoid eighth spot 
and a promotion/relegation play-off against 
the Division One champions, seventh-placed 
New Town Eagles moved three points ahead 
of eighth-ranked Kingborough Lions United 
by thrashing third-placed Hobart Olympic 
7-1 away at the Athletic Centre on Saturday. 

Kingborough’s scheduled match 
against fifth-placed University at Olinda 
Grove was postponed until Sunday, 31 
August. 

Goals by Billy Gasparinatos, David 
Abbott and Hugh Ludford, the latter with a 
penalty, gave South Hobart a 3-0 half-time 
lead against Taroona, while Simon Burrett 
netted the fourth. 

Burrett was a late inclusion in the 
South Hobart line-up after Shae Hickey was 
ruled out because of work commitments. 

South Hobart also completed the 
signing on Saturday of former Oldham 
Athletic, Macclesfield and Staleybridge 
Celtic professional Daniel White. 

The 24-year-old striker will make 
his debut next weekend in South’s final 
league match, against Metro, when a draw 
will be enough to give the club their first 
league title since 2002, and the first under 
coach Ken Morton in his first year in 
charge. 

Zebras received a shock when 


Metro’s Scottish import, Steve 
Pettit, fired the visitors ahead after 
just three minutes and, although 
Henry Fagg equalised in the 29th 
minute, a goal by Jason Dawes in 
the 33rd minute gave Metro a 2-1 
lead at the interval. 

Three goals in six minutes 
midway through the second half 
gave the Zebras victory and 
temporary top spot on the ladder 
on goal-difference. 

In the 63rd minute, 
Daniel Lapolla volleyed home 
from the edge of the box to make 
it 2-2, while in the 67th minute, 
Paul Cairns tured sharply before 
driving the ball past substitute 
goalkeeper Simon Land from 15 
metres to put Zebras in front for 
the first time. 

It was 4-2 in the 68th 
minute when a cross from Cairns 
hit a startled Lapolla’s knee and 
the ball looped over Land and into 
the net. 

Cairns was sent off 
seconds later after being shown a 
second yellow card, but even with ten men, 
the Zebras were never in danger of allowing 
Metro back into the match. 

Eagles were much too good against 
an Olympic side that was woeful in defence 
and who had eight players cautioned and 
coach Farrell Shaw sent behind the fence by 
referee Dirk Gadd. 

Peter Tsakiris, Nektar Vavloulas, 
Carl Larzabal, Dmitri Nester, Michael Bulis, 
Adam Hedge, Fred Assenheimer and Youssef 
Mohamad were all shown yellow cards. 


The energetic and enthusiastic young Eagles 
side led 4-0 at the interval through goals 


Steve Petit (centre) awaits the outcome of Matthew 
Chapman’s header 


by Nick Ferrall, Adam McKeown, Jamie 
Vernon and Wade Savage. 

Vernon, McKeown and Savage 
then each scored again as Eagles raced to a 
7-0 lead with just 15 minutes remaining. 

Adam Hedge headed Olympic’s 
consolation goal from Chris Tsakiris’s free- 
kick in the last minute. 

Devonport City are the Northern 
Tasmanian Premier League champions 
with two rounds remaining after they beat 
Northern Rangers 2-1. 

Chris McKenna scored both goals 
for City. 


Choice 


The People’s Choice" N 


TELECHOICE RESULTS 


ELIMINATION SEMI FINALS: 
FIRST GRADE: Manly United FC 2 (Craig Midgley x 
2) Sydney United 1 (Luka Glavas x 1). 


25 


Ww 
SW 


GRADE 20: Sutherland Sharks 1 (Aram Derazkala 


40m) Sydney United 0. 


PRELIMINARY SEMI FINALS: 


FIRST GRADE: Wollongong FC 3 (llija Prenzoski 
x 2 Matthew Bailey x 1) Sydney Olympic 2 (Siraj-Al 


Tall x 1 Matthew Mayora x 1). 


GRADE 20: Manly United FC 0 Marconi Stallions 1 


(Brodie Mooy x 1). 


FINAL STANDINGS 


PWODL FA D Pts 


Sutherland Sharks 22128 2 4819 2944 
Wollongong FC 22135 4 3919 2044 
Sydney Olympic 22125 5 3823 1541 
Manly United FC 22123 7 4221 2139 
Sydney United 22 97 6 2921 8 34 
A.P.|.A Leichhardt 22 97 6 4135 6 34 
Bankstown City 22 76 9 2727 0 27 
West Sydney Berries 22 73123041 -11 24 
Marconi Stallions 22 310929 41 -12 19 
Macarthur Rams 22 471116 41 -25 19 
Penrith Nepean United 22 38112550 -25 17 
Blacktown City 22 37 12 14 40 -26 16 
By Mike Salter 


Photo by FFNSW 


South Hobart 
Tilford Zebras 


FOOTBALL FEDERATION 


TASMANIA 


P WDLF A Pts 
171322 49 13 41 
17 12 23 67 26 38 
Hobart Olympic 17 10 3 4 45 34 33 


Glen Knights 16 8 26 36 30 26 
University 16 7 45 30 28 25 
Clarence United16 7 27 27 31 23 
N T Eagles 17 5 4827 2820 
King Lions Utd 16 4 57 254017 
Metro 17 2 21323498 
Taroona 17 0 314 16 67 3 


NORTH TPL STANDINGS 


PWDLF APts 


Devonport City 141211 51 13 37 
Nthn Rangers 1484 239 16 28 
Prosp Knights 1591 5 33 24 28 
Burnie United 1474 3303025 
Somerset 1471 636 23 22 
River Olympic 1451 8 28 3316 
Launceston City1434 7 23 2913 
Ulverstone 1421 1113437 
LauncestonU 1521 1217597 
By Walter Pless 


Photos by Walter Pless 
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7 This week’s football 
Ftelevision & radio listings 


\ 


FOXTEL CUP 
The Victorian Football Show 
Every Wednesday C31 8pm 


The Green Gully Football Show 
Every Saturday C31 10.30am 


World Game 
Football Show 
88.6 FM Plenty Valley 
11am Every Saturday 


EPL 


Sat Aug 23 Liverpool v Middlesbrough 
11.55 pm Fox Sports 3 
Sat Aug 23 Newcastle v Bolton 


11.55 pm Viewers Choice 
Sat Aug 23 Blackburn v Hull 
11.55 pm Viewers Choice 


Sat Aug 23 Tottenham v Sunderland 
11.55 pm Viewers Choice 
Sat Aug 23 Stoke v Aston Villa 


11.55 pm Viewers Choice 
Sun Aug 24 Fulham v Arsenal 

2.25 am Fox Sports 3 
Sun Aug 24 Wigan v Chelsea 

10.25 pm Fox Sports 3 
Mon Aug 25 Man City v West Ham 

12.55 am Fox Sports 3 
Mon Aug 26 Portsmouth v Man United 

4.55 am Fox Sports 2 


VARIOUS 


International Football 
Wednesday 20th August 
U21 International Friendly: 
England vs Slovenia 
LIVE 4.30am (replay 12.45pm) 


Thursday 21st August 
International Friendly: England vs Czech Republic 
LIVE 4.00am (replay 8.00am, 12.45pm and 
7.00pm) 


Thursday 21st August 
International Friendly: Germany vs Belgium 
1st Airing 2.30pm 


Thursday 21st August 
International Friendly: Belarus vs Argentina 
1st Airing 4.15pm 


Copa Sudamericana 
Thursday 21st August 
Estudiantes vs Independiente 
LIVE 10.15am 


Thursday 28th August 
Sao Paulo vs Paranaense 
LIVE 10.45am 


Blue Square Premier League 
Tuesday 19th August 
Blue Square Premier League: 
Torquay vs Ebbsfleet LIVE 4.30am 


Friday 22nd August 
Blue Square Premier League: 
Wrexham vs Oxford LIVE 4.30am 


Tuesday 26th August 
Blue Square Premier League: 
Cambridge vs Kettering LIVE 1.00am 


Scottish Premier league 
Saturday 23rd August 
Aberdeen vs Rangers LIVE 8.30pm 


Saturday 23rd August 
Celtic vs Falkirk LIVE 11.55pm 


German Bundesliga 
Sunday 24th August 
Dortmund vs Bayern Munich'1st Airing 3.00am 
(replay 7.00pm) 


French Ligue 1 
Sunday 24th August 
Lyon vs Grenoble‘st Airing 10.00am 


Monday 25th August 


Bordeaux vs Nantes LIVE 5.00am (replay 4.15pm) 
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OLYROOTED! 


Another international failure ? 


Australian athletes, particularly our 
female swimmers, have achieved 
some spectacular successes _ at 
the Olympic Games in Beijing. 

Unfortunately the football team 
was not able to do so, despite a lengthy 
and expensive preparation and much pre- 
tournament talk about the Olyroos being a 
medal proposition. No doubt the reasons for 
the failure to qualify from the group stage 
of the tournament will be deeply analysed 
and the coach, Graham Arnold, is likely 
to lose his job. Before we go overboard in 
recrimination however let’s have a broader 
look at some of the issues. 

In the past Australia has done well 
in youth and Olympic competitions partly 
as a result of a couple of generations of 
exceptional players and because most of the 
big football countries, in the west at least, 
did not take these tournaments as seriously 
as they do now. When Argentina can put the 
prime candidate for the world’s best player 
on the pitch, Lionel Messi of Barcelona, 
along with two other European superstars, 
Javier Mascherano of Liverpool and Juan 
Riquelme of Boca Juniors, then Australia 
has problems today. Go through the other 
teams and you will find a nucleus of players 
who have significant first team experience 
with top-level clubs in Europe in many, 
though not all or them. Australia could, but 
quite rightly did not, pick Harry Kewell, 
Brett Emerton or Mark Schwarzer because 
all will be needed for World Cup qualifying 
matches very soon. Taking them away from 
their clubs for a month or more would not 
help them ensure that they completed their 
pre-seasons and nailed down spots in their 
respective teams. 

None of the four Asian teams 
taking part, South Korea, host China, Japan 
and Australia qualified for the next stage. 
This perhaps tells us something about the 
standard of Asian competition relative to 
Europe, South America and Africa from 
where all the quarter-finalists come—3 each 
from Europe and Africa and 2 from South 
America, Brazil and holder Argentina. 

Australia is also suffering the 
delayed consequences of the Lowy 
revolution which set up the new football 
structure in this country in 2003-4. While 
this has produced huge benefits, one often- 
overlooked element was the closing down 
of the old National Soccer league and the 
hiatus of nearly two years before the smaller 
A-League began. This set back the career of 
many of the players who form the current 
or potential Olyroos at a critical period in 
their development. The A-League does not 
provide nearly so many games for the young 
players compared to their counterparts in 
Europe, so it is perhaps hardly surprising 
that their technical quality is inferior. As the 
A-League expands and the next generation 
comes through with the benefit of the Dutch- 
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An all too familiar pose? Graham Arnold has once again been in charge of a national team 
with mixed results. Here he is after his last match in charge of the Socceroos against 
Argentina this time last year. PHOTO: Daniel Flis 


inspired coaching systems being introduced 
this problem should disappear. It will do so, 
if we keep our nerve and don’t decide to 
lurch off in a different direction because of 
the current failure in China. 

Having said all that, there is a 
sense that the selection of players for the 
tournament and their deployment has been 
less than brilliant. Arnold has been criticised 
for the failure to select two very promising 
talents in Bruce Djite and Nathan Burns on 
the grounds that they struggled in the heat. 
But as a result there was no one in attack 
who could hold the ball to allow midfielders 
to get forward in support as Mark Viduka 
has done for the Socceroos over many years. 
And there was no sharp, creative player in 
the hole behind the striker, apart from Billy 
Celeski of Melbourne Victory, who was 
perhaps deployed too wide to be effective in 
that role. 

But there 


were important 


positive signs. The most significant is the 
confirmation that Matthew Spiranovic is 
a top class player in the making with the 
coolness, technical skill and vision required 
of a modern central defender. Unfortunately 
Adrian Leijer did not get a chance to 
demonstrate his talents alongside him, but 
that will come. Adam Federici just needs to 
practise his distribution, but he has all the 
other attributes of a fine keeper. Celeski, 
Mark Milligan, Stuart Musialik and Ruben 
Zadkovic enhanced their claims to be a 
group around whom a team could be built. 
Two of the over-age players, David Carney 
and Jade North, confirmed their qualities. So 
out of failure may come long-term benefits if 
we wish to look a little deeper at the Olyroo 
experience in China. 


Comment 
By Roy Hay 
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327 Bay Street, Port Melbourne Tel: 9646 4110 


2 LARGE TRADITIONAL 
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SUPER TUESDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 7 O 
LARGE TRADITIONAL PICK UP 
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Results & Ladders 


FOXTEL CUP: Oakleigh Cannons 1 (J Nilo) Rich- Port Melbourne 16 6 1 9 27 43 19 Avondale Heights 12 21 52 7 Boys North 11 Kangaroos Yellow: Diamond Val- Langwarrin 16 10 0 6 37 17 30 
mond 1 (JJ Krncevic), A.I.S 2 (D Milovanovic KD Fawkner Blues 16 5 3 83149 18 Watsonia Heights 14 10131460 3 ley Utd 0 Brunswick Zebras 6, Brunswick City Boys N/W 15 Super League Chelsea 16 5 3 8 29 40 18 
Danning) Altona Magic 2 (E Masi RL Baldacchino), DarebiFalcons 16 3 3 10 26 32 12 2 Heidelberg Stars 2, Fawkner 1 Lalor Utd 2 P Ww D ts FA PT Berwick City 16 5 1 10 31 51 16 
Green Gully Cavaliers 2 (M Medjedovic K Delev) Brunswick Zebras 16 0 016 689 0 EssendR 15 11 1 3 38 #13 «34 Mornington 16 4 1 11 11 30 13 
Melbourne Knights 0, Coburg Utd Frankston Mens Masters South-East Boys North 11 Joeys Blue: Avon- Green Gull 14 10 3 1 50 13 33 Brighton 16 3 3°10 11 37 #12 
Pines , Preston Lions 4 (M Bosevski J Sapazovski PW ODL F APT dale Heights Moreland City Fawkner 14 8 3 3 23 13 27 Hampton 16 4 0 12 18 50 12 
L Anastasiou | Kolevski) Fawkner Blues 1 (C Womens’ State League Div South-East JuventuOld Boys 1511 1 3 53 24 34 Preston Lio 15 ra 4 4 26 23 25 Baxter 16 3 1 12 17 65 10 
Greechan), Western Suburbs 1 (E Cetkin) Heidel- PW ODL F APT SoutheSuburbs 1411 1 2 39 13 34 Boys North ‘lt Joeys/Kangaroos Or- Sunshine Hei 14 4 4 6 16 20 16 
berg Utd 4 (A Ouliaris D Alilovic G Hockless M( SoutSpringvale 16 16 0 0 63 10 48 Mooroolbark 1410 0 450 24 30 ange: Eltham North 2 Greenvale Utd Keilor Par 14 5 1 8 16 28 15 Boys South 14 Cc 
Gasparis), U21: Oakleigh Cannons 1 Richmond Berwick City 1611 1 447 23 34 Endeavour Hills 14 8 2 441 23 26 Melbo 15 3 4 8 16 22 13 P Ww D L FA PT 
1, Green Gully Cavaliers 1 Melbourne Knights 0, MonasUniversity 16 8 4 4 33 22 28 BeaumaMasters 14 7 1 6 32 26 22 Boys North 11 Joeys/Kangaroos Altona Mag 15 3 4 8 13 30 12 East Bentleig 14 13 4 0 71 #18 40 
Coburg Utd Frankston Pines , Western Suburbs 5 Sandringham 16 7 5 4 38 26 26 Brighton 14 4 0 10 26 43 12 Red: Upfield 3 Brunswick Zebras 0 Ballarat AO 14 2 0 12 12 48 6 Rosebud 15 9 3 3 49 21 30 
Heidelberg Utd 0, Preston Lions Fawkner Blues , Knox Utd 16 7 1 841 47 22 DoncastRovers 14 3 2 9 3849 11 Casey Comet 14 8 4 2 61 23 28 
Ashburton 16 5 4 7 28 36 19 Glen Waverley 15 2 4 9 27 44 10 Boys West 16 B: Reservoir Strikers Werribee City Boys N/W 14 Super League Seaford Utd 15 8 3: 4 44 24 27 
WOMENS PREMIER LEAGUE: Box Hill Inter 2 (A SoutheSuburbs 16 5 110 29 30 16 Doveton 14 1 3101373 6 PW D Lb FA PT Langwarrin 14 8 1 5 30 21 25 
Lawless B Pacella) Sandringham 0, Eltham North Beaumaris 16 4 3 9 16 37 15 Boys West 15 B North/West: Hop- Brimbank 16 14 2: 0 59 10 44 PeninsStrik 14 5 2 7 29 35 17 
5 (D Niceski 4 S Simpson) GSL 1 (M Emond), Mooroolbark 16 4 210 16 36.14 pers Crossing 4 Altona City 0 Coburg Utd 16 11 2. 3 33 16 35 SandringhaCi 14 2 1 11°19 63 7 
Heidelberg Utd 1 (M Camilleri) Ashburton 1 (C Bentleigh Greens 16 2 1 13aRS27 Mens Masters Central Green Gully 16 9 3. 4 31 20 30 HamptonP 14 2 0 12 7 73 6 
Pfeiffer), South Melbourne 5 (A Benton 2 T Vret- RaW: DER Alba Boys West 14 A: St. Albans 1 North Gee- Brunswick City 16 8 2 6 31 20 26 Brighton 14 1 1 12 18 50 4 
takos 2 L Spiranovic) Bendigo Vipers 0, Casey South Yarra 1412 2 0 62 16 38 long Warriors 5, Hoppers Crossing 1 GRFA 2 EssendoRo 16 5 5 6 31 25 20 
Comets 2 (M Alegria T Silivestros) Preston Lions Womens State League Div 3 North-West Eastern Lions fons, 3 455932277 Keilor Park 16 5 4 7 21 25 19 Boys South 13 A 
3 (S Lovett S Sumner 2), RES: Box Hill Inter 3 Te Toy TE TP Fear DOC United FC 126) 3) 336 28)211 Boys West 14 B: Melton 4 North Sunshine Eagles Melbourne K 16 4 5 7 12 22 17 P Ww D L FA PT 
Sandringham 2, Eltham North 0 GSL 1, Heidel- Western Eagles 1616 0 075 548 Whitehorse Utd 14 5 3 6334018 0, Ballarat Academy Of Soccer 3 Western Eagles 4 Cairnlea 16 4 1°11 15 34 13 DandeTh 14 10 2 2 46 14 32 
berg Utd 0 Ashburton 0, South Melbourne 0 Ben- WesterSuburbs 16 11 253538812935: North Caulfield 3) 5) 1) 7 2613216) WhittleseZeb 16 3 4 9 12 43 13 Morningto 13 10 1 2 35 19 31 
digo Vipers 4, Casey Comets 2 Preston Lions 2, SunshiGeorgies 16 9 3 4 38 25 30 Uni. of Melbourne 14 3 1 10 20 58 10 Boys West 14 C North/West: DOC United FC Hume Utd 16 2 2 12 13 43 8 Berwick City 14 9 2 3 32 13 29 
West Preston 16 9 1 6 43 20 28 Ashburton 12 1 11014 44 4 Sunbury Utd , Preston Lions 3 Avondale Heights Keysborough 14 7 2 5 27 14 23 
MENS STATE LEAGUE: DIV 2 South-East: DiamoValley Utd 16 6 6 4 23 23 24 1, Hoppers Crossing 2 Wyndham Olympic 9 Boys N/W 13 Super League Endeavour Utd 13 7 1 5 23 17 22 
Res: Diamond Valley Utd 1 Eastern Lions 4 MelbourTornado 16 6 2 8 22 23 20 Boys 18 Super League: Brunswick City 0 Fawkner 1 P W OD LF A PT HamptoPark 14 6 1 7 26 20 19 
Epping City 16 4 4 817 25 16 Boys West 13 A: Sunshine Georgies 2 BASL 1 Essen 16 11 5 0 30 11 38 Dandenong 14 5 1 8 22 21 16 
DIV 3 North-West: Laverton Park 0 Westvale 1 Maribyrnong Gre 16 3 4 9 15 33 13 Boys S/E 16 Super League: Oakleigh 1 South Green Gully 16 9 6 1 34 12 33 Langwarrin 14 2 0 12 16 52 6 
(T Timotheou), Res: Laverton Park 1 Westvale 6 Maribyrnong Utd 16 3 4 9 1839 13 Melbourne 2, Doncaster Rovers 0 Springvale Boys West 13 B: Ballarat Academy Of Soccer Melbourne Kn 16 t 5 4 28 15 26 Hampton 14 il 0 13 12 69 3 
Westvale 1680 O16 oto White Eagles 1, Chelsea 3 Endeavour Utd 1 6 Maribyrnong Greens 1, Spring Hills 4 Hop- Bundoora Utd 16 7 4 5 21 23 25 
DIV 3 South East: Res: Endea- pers Crossing 7, Brimbank 2 Sydenham Park 2 Keilor Park 16 7 3 6 25 23 24 Boys South 13 B 
vour Utd 2 North Caulfield 0 Boys S/E 14 Super League: Oakleigh BrunswicZebra 16 5 3 8 22 22 18 P W D LF A PT 
Womens State League Div 3 South-East GSL , Beaumaris 2 South Melbourne 1 Boys West 12 A: GRFA 3_ Gisborne North City Lio 16 5 3 8 26 33 18 Bentleigh Gr 16 14 0 2 71 18 42 
MENS PROVISIONAL LEAGUE: DIV 1 North-West: wy DL OF APT 1, Hoppers Crossing 1 Green Gully 2 Altona City 16 5 2 9 13 26 17 East Bentleigh 16 12 1 3 45 15 37 
AvondaleHeights0 Plenty ValleyLions 1 (DStojanovs- Albert Park WSC 1613 2 132 941 Boys S/E 13 Super League: GSL 1 Ber- GRFA 16 3 3°10 16 32 12 Doveton 16 10 1 5 40 19 31 
ki), Res: Avondale Heights 1 Plenty Valley Lions 1 Mornington Flames 16 j2Reees 45 15 3% wick City 4, Sandringham City 1 N.T.C Boys West 12 B: Brimbank 0 Altona Magic 0 Light Utd 16 2 4 10 11 29 10 Brighton 16 8 2 6 26 31 26 
Endeavour Utd 1610 2 444 21 32 0, South Melbourne Monash City Beaumaris 16 8 1 7 34 33 25 
DIV 1 South-East: Monash University 9 (J Bucedi Noble Park 16 9 4 339 14 31 Boys West 12 C: Hoppers Crossing Flem- Boys Metro 18 Blue Mornington 16 5 3 8 24 23 18 
4 G Costaras LP Johnson N Burris T Mas- DoncasterRovers 1410 0 4 56 19 30 Boys N/W 16 Super League: Fawkner 1 ington Eagles , Spring Hills 3 Williamstown P Ww D LE FA PT SandringhaCi 16 2 0 14 12 68 6 
inde R Nation) Rowville Eagles 1 (M Voinea), Richmond 15 6 0 915 42 18 Keilor Park 2, Hume Utd Preston Lions 4, Ballarat Academy Of Soccer 12 Cairnlea 0 Altona Cit 16 11 4 1 32 8 37 Baxter 16 1 0 15 14 59 3 
Res: Monash University 7 Rowville Eagles 0 Ashburton 16 4 4 8 26 38 16 Frankston Pi 16 11 3 2 49 15 36 
Sandringham 16 4 21019 34 14 Boys N/W 15 Super League: Melbourne Boys West 11 Kangaroos Green: Hop- Manningham 15 11 2 2 32 14 35 Boys South 13 Cc 
DIV 2 North-West: Brimbank City 0 Northern Fal- South Melbourne 16 2 32153 7 Knights 0 Preston Lions 1, Altona Magic 0 Es- pers Crossing 0 Werribee City 2 Richmond 16 10 4 2 41 14 34 P Ww D L F A PT 
cons 3 (A Ferrante A Le Page 2), Hoppers Cross- Knox City 15 0015 688 0 sendon Royals 1, Fawkner 1 Keilor Park 0 Cairnlea 14 7 1 6 36 28 22 Brighton 15 13 0 2 50 8 39 
ing Essendon Utd, Res: Brimbank City 3 Northern Girls Metro 18 A: Berwick City 7 Beau- DoncastRove 15 5 3 7 24 28 18 Springval 16 10 4 5 47 29 31 
Falcons 4, West Preston 0 Hoppers Crossing 0 Boys N/W 14 Super League: Brimbank 4 Brunswick maris 1, Gisborne 0 Boroondara Eagles Altona East 14 5 0 9 15 37 15 PeninStriker 16 9 1 6 45 15 28 
Womens Metropolitan League North-West City 2, Essendon Royals 0 Whittlesea Zebras 0 JFC 10, Mooroolbark 2  Langwarrin O StonningtoC 15 4 1 10 25 35 13 Carrum Utd 16 9 1 6 38 39 28 
DIV 2 South-East: Riversdale 4 (S_ Oliver PW ODL F APT Eastern Lions 16 1 2 13 10 49 5 Casey Comet 15 9 0 6 37 30 27 
A Christakakis 2 D Robertson) Carrum Utd Bulleen Lions B5.1283 0981 10°39 BoysN/W13SuperLeague: GRFAONorthCityLions2 Girls Metro 16 A: Berwick City 2 Brandon Park Knox City 15 0 2 13 12 48 2 Rosebud 16 5 2 9 42 54 17 
5 (A Busuttil 2 J Ramsden D Cori F Dimu) Old Carey 15 11 1 3 64 29 34 3, Langwarrin 0 Richmond 4, Brighton 0 GRFA 1 Beaumaris 16 5 0 11 21 49 #15 
Kyneton District Tei 9 2 5 37 27 29, Boys Metro 18 Blue: Doncaster Rov- Boys Metro 18 Orange Mornington 16 0 4. 15:11. 67 1 
DIV 3 North-West: Youth Utd 1 (D Kaya) Watsonia Cairniea WSC Tae 1 05 77 Sams ers Cairnlea , Altona East Stonnington City Girls Metro 16 B: Sandringham City 1 Dia- P Ww D L FA PT 
Heights 4 (M Tavolaro OM Ali E Santone 2), Bruns- DOUnited WFC 16 8 2 6 52 33 26 mond Valley Utd 2, Glen Eira 0 Brunswick City 0 Brighton 16 13 3 0 59 15 42 Boys South 13 D 
wick Zebras 0 Bundoora Utd 4 (CN Lomini 2 MJ Tur- BrunswicZebras 16 7 1 8 42 36 22 Boys Metro 18 Orange: Endeavour Utd 0 Langwarr 16 13 al 2 83 25 40 P WwW D LF A PT 
co D Guadagno), Res: Youth Utd Watsonia Heights Brunswick City 16 6 3 7 32 34 21 Brighton 3, Langwarrin 2 Keysborough 1 Girls N/W 16C: Gisborne BallaratAcademy Of Soccer Berwick City 16 10 2 4 44 23 32 Berwick City 16 13 0 3 51 18 39 
Fitzroy City 16 6 0 10 44 61 18 Doveton 16 10 1 5 62 36 31 Endeavour 16 11 3 2 44 15 36 
DIV 3 South-East: Brighton 2 (S_ Letts Uni. of Melbourne 16 2 113 177i? Boys Metro 18 Purple: Preston Lions 1 Oakleigh 2 Girls S/E 16 C: Endeavour Utd 0 Boro- Baxter 16 9 1 6 66 40 27 Langwarrin 16 8 7 1 35 16 31 
VM Garcia) Old Carey 3 (A Dana L Udo- MitchelRangers 15 1 0 14 13122 3 nia 1, Mooroolbark 1 Sherbrooke Rangers 1 7 Mornington 16 8 8 49 44 24 Brighton 16 8 4 4 28 15 28 
rovic PJ Henson), Res: Brighton 0 Old Carey 3 Boys Metro 18 Yellow: Manningham 0 Bran- Keysboro 16 5 2 9 29 49 17 Lyndale Utd 16 6 5 5 47 40 23 
Womens. Metropolitan League South-East don Park 3, North Caulfield Darebin Legends Girls Metro 15 A: Doncaster Rovers 6 Croydon City Endeavour Ut 16 2 3°41 21 74 8 Frankston P 16 3 2 11 16 39 11 
MENS METROPOLITAN LEAGUE: Ringwood Peavy D Were APT , Sherbrooke Rangers 1 Doncaster Rovers 3 Arrows 0, Hoppers Crossing 3 Brunswick Zebras 1 SandringhaCity 16 2 1 13 18 64 7 PeninsStrike 16 1 3 12 7 41 6 
City 3 (D Stephens MW Demmert T Nzenza) North Caulfield 1613 2 1431141 Beaumaris 16 0 2 14 22 86 2 East Bentl 16 1 2 13 5 49 5 
Broadmeadows Utd 4 (S Gorgun S Saygili ME Endeavour Hills 10" 1 70 SS! Boys South 16 A: Chelsea 2 Dandenong Girls Metro 15 B: Eltham North Baxter 
Erdal O Ermis), Res: Ringwood City 5 Broad- Ringwood City 16 11 3 266 16 36 City 3, Sandringham City 3 Mornington 0 Boys Metro 18 Purple Boys South 12 A 
meadows Utd 0, Upfield 1 East Bentleigh 0 East Bentleigh 16 7 6™GESWeS1 27 Girls Metro 15 C: Brighton 1 Chelsea 1 P Ww D L FA PT P Ww D Lk FA PT 
Brighton 16 7 4 5 27 26 25 Boys South 16 B: Bentleigh Greens 5 Brighton 1 Richmond 16 14 1 1 70 15 43 South EPi 15 15 0 0 84 6 45 
WOMENS STATE LEAGUE: Div He CroydonCiArrows 16 6 2 8 30 30 20 Girls N/W 15 D: Brimbank 2 Cairnlea 2 Whittle 16 12 1 3°41 22 37 Brighton 16 12 1 3 44 19 37 
Whittlesea Zebras O GRFA 1 (F _ Jacob- MonasUniversity 16 5 3 8 24 31 18 Boys South 15 B: Peninsula Strikers JFC 2 Oakleigh 16 11 3 2 45 27 36 Sandringha Cit 16 11 2 3 53 18 35 
sen), Res: Whittlesea Zebras 4 GRFA 0 Sandringham 16 2 3111452 9 Sandringham City 2, Seaford Utd 0 Lang- Girls S/E 15 D: Carrum Utd Springvale White Eagles Heidelberg Utd 15 6 2 7 39 46 20 Mornington 16 10 4d 5 34 24 31 
SwinUniversity WSC 161312 953 6 warrin 3, Berwick City 2 Carrum Utd 1 Preston Lions 15 6 2 7 29 40 20 Berwick City 16 7 2 7 52 34 23 
Div 2 North-West: Melbourne Bears 2 (A Babic Albert Park WSC 16 0 3131063 3 Girls Metro 14A: BoroondaraLions 3 North Caulfield 1 Altona Magic 16 4 5 7 27 35 17 GSL 16 6 3 7 24 30 21 
2) Darebin Falcons 1 (CE Flynn), Bundoora Utd Boys South 15 C: Endeavour Utd 4 Brighton 2 DOC United 16 5. 2 9 30 43 17 Hampton 16 3 5) 8 13 45 14 
0 North Geelong 1 (M Medved), Port Melbourne Girls Metro 14 B: Diamond Valley Utd 4 Box Hill Inter 0 Bentleigh Gr 15 4 3 8 32 34 15 Bentleigh Gr 16 1 6 9 14 50 9 
0 Altona City 8 (E Guardiani 2 S losifidis A Potter Mens Thirds Metro North-West Boys South 14 A: Chelsea 1 Hampton 0 SunshiGeorgi 15 3 3 9 24 35 12 PeninsStrike 16 1 3 12 7 54 6 
C Fonua L Humphreys J Cambus L Athanasiou) PW ODL F APT Girls N/W 14 C: Doncaster Rovers 5 DOC United FCO Westgate 16 1 2 13 18 58 5 Langwarrin 15 0 S12: 9 54 3 
Altona Phoenix 1410 3 1 57 18 33 Boys South 14 8B: Langwarrin 3 Bax- 
Div 2 South-East: Sandringham 8 (P Dodds 3 K Werribee City 1410 2 252 21 32 ter 1, Endeavour Utd 1 = Brighton 1 Girls S/E 14 C: Baxter 3 North Caul- Boys Metro 18 Red Boys South 12 B 
Montgomery 2 L Toovey 3) Knox Utd 1 (T McKay) St. Kevins 14 7 2 5 29 29 23 field 0, Boronia 1 Brandon Park 1 2! Ww D E F A PT P Ww D E FA PT 
Collingwood City 15 4 5 6 3235 17 Boys South 14 C: Casey Comets 4 East Bentleigh 4 MelPhoe 16 15 A 0 70 14 46 MelboPhoen 16 13 2 1 75 7 41 
Div 3 North-West: Melbourne Tornado 0 Sunshine Clifton Hill 14 5 1 8 31 38 16 Girls Metro 13 A: Croydon City Ar- WesternEag 16 11 1 4 53 25 34 Casey Comet 16 12 2 2 45 9 38 
Georgies 3 (J Ghirxi 2 S Murdaca), Diamond Valley Uni. of Melbourne 14 4 3 7274115 Boys South 13A:EndeavourUtd DandenongThunder rows al Brunswick Zebras 0 Light Utd 16 10 2 4 48 22 32 Beaumaris 16 11 1 4 47 11 34 
Utd 1 (M Demellis) Western Suburbs 1 (K Lazaridis) Fawkner Blues 13 3 5 5 25 37 14 Bundoora Utd 16 8 4 4 55 38 28 Berwick City 16 10 2 4 28 25 32 
Reservoir Stars 14.4 2 83447 14 Boys South 13 B: Brighton 1 Bentleigh Greens 7 Girls Metro 13 B: Whitehorse 7 North Caulfield 0 Northcote Cit 16 8 1 7 50 36 25 SandringhaCit 15 7 5 3 40 13 26 
Div 3 South-East: Ashburton 0 Noble Park 1 (M Old Melburnians 14 3 3 8214212 Lalor Utd 16 7 0 9 46 54 21 HamptoPark 16 7 1 8 37 32 22 
Atanasova), Endeavour Utd 0 Albert Park WSC 0, Melbourne Lions 0 0 0-3 Boys South 13 C: Brighton 0 Casey Comets 1 Girls Metro 13 C: Baxter 2 Oakleigh O BallaratDistrict 16 5 2 9 33 51 17 Southern Sta. 15 7 1 € 20° 20 22 
EssendoRoy 16 4 3 9 31 45 15 Langwarrin 16 2 1 13 12 64 7 
WOMENS METROPOLITAN LEAGUE: North-West: Boys South 13 D: Lyndale Utd 4 Langwarrin 4 Girls Metro 12 B: Sandringham City 2 Westvale 16 2} 2 11 20 61 11 Bentleigh 16 2 0 14 14 84 6 
Fitzroy City 3 DOC United WFC 1, Old Carey 6 Cairn- MensThirdsMetroSouth-East North Caulfield 1, Eltham North Sher- BrunswicZebr 16 0 2 14 12 72 2 Seaford Utd 16 0 1 15 7 60 1 
lea WSC 5, Uni. of Melbourne 0 Brunswick City 1 PW ODUL F APT Boys South 12 A: GSL 0 Berwick City 2 brooke Rangers , Ashburton Oakleigh 
BaysiArgonauts 1611 5 071 16 38 Boys Metro 18 Yellow Boys South 12 Cc 
South-East: North Caulfield 2 Monash University 0 OldCamGrammar 16 1142 3 59 30 35 Boys South 12 C: Langwarrin 1 East Bentleigh 10 Girls S/E 12 C: FC Bulleen Lions 3 Clifton Hill 0 PW sD: L F A‘ PW D bo IE - A Pr 
MonauUniversity 1610 2 4 63 19 32 BrandonPar 16 15 0 1 59 15 48 Doveton 14 14 0 0111 2 42 
MENS THIRDS: South-East: Monash — Uni- MelbournUniRangers 16 9 3 4 37 21 30 Boys South 12 D: Brighton 2 Beaumaris 0 Girls Metro 11 A: Brighton 2 North Caulfield 0 North Caulf 150412 1 2, Df 22" 34 Brighton 14°11 1 2 55 10 34 
versity 8 Old Trinity Grammarians 0, San- South Yarra 16 9 2 5 39 28 29 Manningham 16 10 2 4 69 21 32 HamptoPark 14 9 1 4 31 27 28 
dringham City 1 Old Camberwell Grammar 4 Old Melburnians 16 7 4 5 42 31 25 Boys South 12 E: Rosebud 0 Sandringham Girls Metro 11 B: Brighton 4 North Caulfield 0 DoncasterRo 16 9 3 4 46 30 29 Beaumaris 14 8 1 5 48 26 25 
Riversdale 16 7 3 6 40 30 24 City 1, Peninsula Strikers JFC Rosebud Boroondar 16 9 0 7 42 34 27 Mornington 15 4 5 6 27 41 17 
Central: Central Park Rangers 2 North Caul- Central ParMalvern 16 6 5 5 41 33 23 SherbroRang 16 6 2 8 48 44 20 East Bentleig 15 3 3 9 25 45 12 
field 1, Ashburton 3 Juventus Old Boys 3 SandringhCit 16 6 O 10 30 44 18Trini- Boys South 11 Kangaroos Yellow:LangwarrinOGSLO—s_( - - - - - -- -- -- - - -------------------- DarebiLegen 15 4 8 '& 725; 139) 14 Hampton 14 3 3 8 15 43 12 
tyGrammarians 16 3 GiieR2s"si 9 Boys 18 Super League East Bentleigh 16 4 adie Sie Ones: Sandringham C 14 2 3 9 8 41 9 
North: Melton 0 La Trobe University 2, Nova FC 16 3 0131877 9 Boys South 11 Joeys Orange: Brighton0SeafordUtd2 P WOLF APT Ashburton 16 4 0 12 29 Si 12 Langwarri 14 0 3°11 5 90 3 
Moreland City 0 Plenty Valley Lions 1 Scotch Old Boys 16 10151265 3 Bulleen Lions 18 16 0 2 58 10 48 Mooroolbark 16 0 oO 16 8 76 0 
Boys East 16 A: Sherbrooke Rang- South Melbour 19 14 2 3°75 27 44 Boys South 12 D 
North-West: Brimbank 3 Hoppers Crossing 2 M ens T C et rail ers Whitehorse , Nunawading City 2 Don- Fawkner 19 14 1 4 57 18 43 Boys South 16 A P Ww D LE FA PT 
PW DL F APT caster Rovers 2, Oakleigh 5 Clayton 2 SpringvalWE 19 9 5 5 33 20 32 PEY WwW) |b! A NTR DandeThu 16 16 0 0101 6 48 
South: Southern Suburbs 9 Bayside Argonauts 0 La TroUniversity 1611 5 057 14 38 EssendRoyals 19 9 4 6 51 21 31 SandringhaCi 16 12 “ SAT 203 Doveton 16 9 4 3 38 «17 «#31 
South Yarra 1612 1 385 11 37 Boys East 16 C: Mooroolbark 5 Clayton 0 Green Gully nis 7 6 6 32 34 27 Brighton 16 12 0 4 49 17 36 Lyndale Utd 16 9 3 4 39 25 30 
MENS MASTERS: Metro: Moreland City 4 Bun- JuventuOld Boys 16 9 7 OQ 4Nu- Brunswick City 19 8 2 9 31 43 26 Southern Sta’ 16 11 1 4 46 26 34 Keysborou 16 8 3 5 34 34 27 
doora Utd 2, Sunshine Blues 2 Heidelberg Utd 3 nawading City 15 7 4 431 28 25 Boys East 15 B: North Caulfield Bo- Kingston City 19 6 5 8 31 47 23 Dandenong Ci 16 9 2 SB) Tf Sc) a3) East Bentle 16 7 4 5 34 29 25 
Central PRangers 16 6 3 7 24 38 21 ronia , Oakleigh 1 Doncaster Rovers 0 Keilor Park 19 5 2°12 17 .33: 1% Chelsea 16 7 0 9 41 45 21 Berwick City 16 6 3 7 23 38 21 
South-East: Southern Suburbs 1 Juventus Old Boys 1 North Caulfield 16 4 2 10 30 40 14 Brimbank City 18 3 4 MW 25 55 13 Mornington 16 6 1 9 34 35 19 Carrum Utd 16 4 6 6 17 30 18 
Ashburton 16 4 1 11 27 63 13 Boys East 14 B: Knox City 1 Doncaster SouSpringvale 19 4 1 14 19 57 13 Langwarrin 16 4 1°11 24 45 13 Beaumaris 16 4 3 9 15 35 15 
Central: Eastern Lions 3 South Yar- MonauUniversity 16 3. 2°91.17 33:47 Rovers 2, North Caulfield Ringwood City Casey Come 19 1 2 16 19 83 5 Berwick City 16 0 0 16 22 93 0 Brighton 16 2 4 10 16 44 10 
ra 6, Uni. of Melbourne 3 Ashburton 2 WaverlWanderers 16 0016 8 88 0 Baxter 16 0 0 16 1 60 0 
Boys East 14 C: Doncaster Rovers 2 Mooroolbark Boys South 16 B 
Mens Metropolitan League N {o} ii t h 2, Melbourne Phoenix JFC 18 Caulfield Utd 0 Boys S/E 16 Super League P Ww D L FA PT Boys South 12 Ee 
P WwW D LF A PT PW ODL F APT P WwW D L FA PT Doveton 12 11 4 0 76 15 34 P WwW D L FA PT 
Upfiel 19 16 3 0 60 20 51 La TroUniversity 1515 0 0 57 10 45 Boys East 13 A: North Caulfield Riv- South Melbo 16 12 2 2 46 21 38 Baxter 12 9 1 2 43 16 28 Casey Pan 16 14 1 1 56 11 43 
Mead 19 12 5 2 52 21 41 Plenty VallLions 15 9 1 5 30 24 28 ersdale , Oakleigh O Nunawading City 1 SpringvalW 16 9 4 3 41 22 31 Langwarrin 12 8 1 3 37 22 25 HarrisfiH 16 12 1 3 36 8 37 
ReservoStrike 19 10 2 7 50 36 32 DOC United FC 15 7 6 241 2027 DoncasteRo 16 9 3 4 32 16 30 Bentleigh Gre 13 4 2 7 25 34 14 Ba(Wes 16 11 1 4 72 25 34 
East Bentleigh 19 9 1 9 31 26 Broad- Brunswick City 14 7 1 6 35 30 22 Boys East 13 B: FC Bulleen Li- Endeavour Ut 16 8 4 4 38 21 28 Brighton 13 4 1 8 23 50 13 Beaumaris 16 10 1 5 51 23 31 
meado Utd19 7 7 5 34 34 28 Moreland City 15 5 2 814 2017 ons Ashburton , Glen Eira 0 Clayton 2 Chelsea 15 ri 5 3uS2'520 “26 Casey Comets 12 3 0 9 21 44 9 Casey Comet 16 9 1 6 41 29 28 
Ringwood City 19 7 4 8 32 25 22 Uni. of Melbourne 16 5 2 921 3917 FC BulleenL 16 6 6 4 30 25 24 Beaumaris 12 ‘l 0 11 22 66 3 SandringhaCit 16 7 2 7 23 25 23 
Glen Waverley 19 6 4 9 30 41 22 Melbourne Lions 14 5 3 6 28 2415 Boys East 13 C: North Caulfield Ring- Berwick City 15 5 2 8 24 32 17 Brighton 16 4 2 10 19 42 13 
DarebLegends 19 4 5 10 33 46 17 Watsonia Heights 15 4 2 9 28 46 14 wood City , Manningham 3 Brunswick City 0 Oakleigh 16 4 2 10 32 32 14 Boys South 15 A Rosebud 15. 2: 4 9 10 47 10 
St. Kevins 19 3 6 10 32 65 15 Melton 15 2 2111743 8 Box Hilllnter 16 2 2 2 8 55 8 PW D LK. FA PT Seaford Utd 16 2 1 13 9° 67 7 
CaulfGrammarians 19 2 11616 56 7 Fawkner Blues 8 2 151025 7 Boys East 13 D: Knox Utd 2 East- Eastern Lion 16 0 4 12 11 50 4 Langwarrin 13 12 0 1 38 8 36 PeninsStrikers JFC 15 0 213 949 1 
ern Lions 1, Monash City 0 Clifton Hill 5 Brighton 14 10 0 4 33 18 30 
Mens Thirds North-West Boys S/E 1g Super League Doveton 14 9 2 3 33 14 29 Boys South 11 Kangaroos Green 
Mens Metropolitan League Reserves PW ODL F APT Boys East 13 E: Oakleigh 1 Ringwood City 0, P Ww D L Feueelieel TL. Chelsea 14 9 0 5 43 28 27 P Ww D L FA PT 
PW ODL F APT Cairnlea 1510 2 3 44 28 32 Waverley Wanderers 1 Croydon City Arrows 1 Bulleen Lions 15 11 2 2 44 14 35 Berwick City 14 6 1 7 28 29 19 Brighton 15 13 1 1 88 7 40 
Upfield 1915 1 361 20 46 La Trobe University 15 9 5 141 25 32 Nunawadinc 14 11 1 2 41 13 34 East Bentleigh 15 5 3 7 23 31 18 Mornington 14 9 4 alae | 8 31 
East Bentleigh 1915 1 361 23 46 Mitchell Rangers 15 8 2 5 20 22 26 Boys East 12 A: North Caulfield South North Caulfi 13 9 1 Sm5 17 28 Beaumaris 14 5. 2 7 30 25 17 South E 14 9 3 2 51 14 30 
DarebLegends 1913 3 355 22 42 Essendon Utd 15 6 4 5 35 32 22 Melbourne , Oakleigh O Monash City 1 Mornington 14 8 3 3 ZOOM Bie27, Casey Comets 14 2 1 $11 17 43 t Beaumaris 14 8 3 3 50 10 27 
ReservoStrikers 19 9 4 6 34 31 31 Brimbank 14 5 6 3 262321 Monash City 14 8 2 4 42 19 26 SpringvalWE 14 0 1 13 10 59 1 Bentleigh 15 7 4 4 42 15 25 
Ringwood City 19 9 2 8 37 37 26 Keilor Park 15 5 5 5 27 24 20 BoysEast12B:DoncasterRovers2FCBulleenLions1 DandenongC 15 3 5 7 17 22 14 Dandenong 14 6 1 7 29 35 19 
Glen Waverley 19 7 3 929 44 24 MelbouUnivRang 15 5 4 692218 19 Oakleigh 13 2 i aaa 10, 7 38 KA Boys South 15 B Endeavour Utd 14 3 QO Af 42° 67 9 
Meadow Park 19 6 4 9 28 30 22 Upfield 16 4 4 8 33 41 16 Boys East 12D: Boronia2 Eastern Lions 3, Riversdale Berwick Ci 14 2 0 12 17 47 6 P Ww D ke FF A PT PeninsStri 14 1 0 13 7 77 3 
St. Kevins 19 3 4 12 29 57 13 HopperCrossing is@2 3 10 22037 9 ONunawading City 2,Avondale Heights 3Ashburton0 DandenoThu 14 ‘il 12 7 44 4 Sandringm Cit 16 13 1 2 57 19 40 Kingston Cit 14 0 0 14 1108 0 
CaGrammarians 19 2 4 13 25 58 10 GreenvaleUnited SC 90 1 Sgro 1 Brighton 15 11 1 3 46 15 34 
BroadmeadoUtd 19 2 2151956 8 Boys East 12 E: North Caulfield Ringwood Boys S/E 14 Super League PeninsStrike 15 8 4 3 56 36 28 Boys South 11 Kangaroos Yellow 
City , Doncaster Rovers Boroondara Lions P Wort Fr APE Langwarrin 16 re 1 8 33 29 22 P WwW D ke F A PT 
Mens Thirds South FC Bulleen 16 12 3 1 34 8 39 Berwick City 15 5 3 7 22 22 18 Springva 16 15 t 0 80 7 46 
Womens State League Div 1 PW ODL F APT Boys East 12 F: Ashburton 0 Doncaster Rov- Beaumaris 16 8 4 4 26 17 28 Carrum Utd 15 2 3.10 17 45 9 Berwick Cit 16 13 0 3 53 15 39 
PW ODUL F APT Doveton 1613 2 156 9 41 ers 6, Croydon City Arrows 2 Boronia 0 Richmond 16 7 6 3 28° 19 27 Seaford Utd 15 3 0 12 16 73 9 GSL 16 11 2 3 35 11 35 
Uni. of Melbourne 14 9 4 1341031 SouthSuburbs AG 405 1 3971339 Monash City 16 5. 8 3 20 20 23 Hampton Par 7 1 1 5 Ae 25) 4 Langwarrin 16 8 3 5 34 24 27 
GRFA 15 7 5 326 19 26 BoroondaEagles 16 8 5 3 42 25 29 Boys East 11 Kangaroos Green: Caulfield Utd South Melb 16 6 4 6 21 14 22 Southern Star 16 ik 2 T 24 15. :23 
BayswatStrikers 14 6 5 3 22 18 23 Berwick City 16°8 1 73921925 Doncaster Rovers , Oakleigh 0 Richmond 3 SandringhaC 16 6 4 6 20 22 22 Boys South 15 c SandringhCit 16 6 2 8 32 38 20 
Monbulk 14 5 4 5 23 27 19 DandenThunder 16 6 2 8 54 54 20 PeninsStriker 16 6 3. 7 19 24 21 P W D L FA PT Brandon Par 16 5 4 7 25 39 19 
Whitehorse Utd 14 4 5 5201717 SandringhaCity 16 504 7 2398119 Boys East 11 Kangaroos Orange: North Oakleigh 16 4 6 5 18 28 18 Endeavour 14 12 2 0 45 11 38 Hampton 16 3 3°10 13 35 12 
Ballarat Strikers 14 5 2 7 2323 17 MonauUniversity 16 5 4 731 46 19 Caulfield Oakleigh , Hampton 4 Knox Utd 0 GSL 15) 2 6 1) ae 12 Baxter 1 a> 610 3 2 58 20 33 Aspendale 16 2: 1 13 16 54 7 
Brighton 14 3.5 621 26 14 BaysidArgonauts 16 4 4 82045 16 Box HillInter 16 0 2 14 7 35 2 Doveton 14 5 5 4 30 19 20 Chelsea 16 1 0 15 5 76 3 
South Yarra 15 4 2 92441 14 Beaumaris 1Guiom4 Jez) 32 13 Boys North 16 B: DOC United FC 6 Mo- Phillip Island = 15 5 4 6 45 36 19 
WhittleseZebras 14 3 4 7 14 26 13 WaverWanderers Ommeomiem1 52 6 reland Wolves 2, Essendon Utd Light Boys S/E dS Super League Beaumaris 14 5 4 5 25 27 19 Boys South ‘11 Kangaroos/Joeys Red 
Utd , Bundoora Utd Brunswick Zebras Peaweoel F APT SandringhaC 14 4 3 7 14 38 15 P Ww D L F A PT 
South Melbo 15 15 0 0 63 3 45 Baxter 2 a3 4 2 7 21 31 14 Mornington 16 15 ul 0 69 5 46 
Womens State League Div 1 _ Reserves Mens Thirds South-East Boys North 15 B: Brunswick City 0 Bundoora Utd 0 Monash City 15 12 2 1 29 6 38 East Bentl 14 3 3 8 11 32 12 Beaumaris 16 12 3 1 95 7 39 
PW ODL F APT P WOLF APT FC BulleenL 16 8 4 4 39 17 28 Brighton aD 3 0 12 26 61 9 Brighton 1 16 11 2 3 60 8 35 
Uni. of Melbourne 1411 1 25111 34 Cleeland Utd 15.12 1 272 12.37 BoysNorth14A:PrestonLions 1 EppingCity0, Eltham Berwick City 16 8 3) §: 26 19: 27 Brighton 16 8 2 6 33 19 26 
Whitehorse Utd 14 9 3 23016 30 MarcelEagles SC 1611 2 37220 35 North Greenvale Utd , Fawkner 0 Bundoora Utd 0 CroydoCitA ie, fi 1 f@ 25 29: 22 Boys South 14 A Sandringh 16 4 2 10 14 39 14 
WhittleseZebras 14 9 1 4 31 21 28 BoroondEagles 16 9 2 5 50 28 29 GSL 16 4 5 7 32 43 17 PW D L Fo A PT Hampton 16 3 2 11 8 55 11 
Monbulk 13 8 1 4 24 2025 Scotch Old Boys 16 7 4 5 53 29 25 Boys North 14 B: Fawkner 1 Brunswick Zebras 6 N.T.C 15 3 6 6 18 25 15 Berwick City 16 15 1 0 88 10 46 Keysborou 16 2 1 13 16 71 7 
Brighton 13 5 3 5 28 23 18 Mooroolbark 16 8 1 7 43 47 25 Sandringha 16 2 7 7 20 28 13 Brighton 16 9 4 3 54 13 31 Aspendale 16 2 1 13 6 97 f 
BayswatStrikers 14 6 0 8 21 26 18 CaulfGrammarians 16 7 2 7 33 31 23 BoysNorth 14C: Moreland Wolves 3North CityLions4. Brighton 16 2 2 12 22 81 8 HarrisfiHurr 16 9 2 5 35 25 29 
GRFA 15 3 4 8 22 35 13 TriniGrammarians 16 7 1 8 33 45 22 Box Hill Inte 16 1 2 13 8 61 5 Bentleigh 16 8 4 4 52 16 28 Boys South 11 Joeys Blue 
South Yarra 15 1410 846 7 Brighton 16 5 0 11 28 63 15 Boys North 13 A: Essendon Royals 3 Preston HamptoPar 16 8 3 5 46 41 27 P Ww D L F A PT 
Ballarat Strikers 14 1 3101229 6 Old Carey 16 3 21117 60 10 Lions 0, Brunswick City 2 Whittlesea Zebras 3 Boys N/W 16 Super League Hampton 16 6 3 7 20 36 21 HamptoPar 16 15 0 1 59 6 45 
Eltham North 15 2 1121480 6 PW D (E ree Chelsea 16 4 6 6 23 31 18 Beaumaris 16 10 1 5 35 13 31 
Boys North 12 A: Coburg Utd Bruns- Keilor Par 15 10 2 3°41 18 32) Mornington 16 3 3 10 28 60 12 Berwick City 16 10 ll 5 23 24 31 
Womens State League DiNorth-West wick City , Bundoora Utd Eltham North Coburg Utd 14 9 2 3 36 _.20%2¢ Beaumaris 16 2 2 12 17 60 8 Brighton 16 8 4 4 27 25 28 
PW ODL F APT Mens Masters Metro Fawkner 14 9 2 3282129 Keysboroug 16 2 0 14 21 92 6 Baxter 16 6 3 7 7 12 21 
Altona City 1614 1 1 8211 43 PW ODL F APT Boys North 12 B: Light Utd O Pres- Green Gully 14 iS) 1 4 32 27 28 PeninStriker 16 4 4. AT. 20: (27° 13 
Bundoora Utd 1613 1 287 21 40 Moreland City 14 9 4 1 57 18 31 ton Lions 0, Fawkner O Moreland City 3 Preston Lio 14 fi 2 we 20 13 23 Boys South 14 B SandringhaCit 16 3 3°10 14 29 12 
North Geelong 16 8 3 531 22 27 Bundoora Utd 1410 1 367 2931 Hume Utd 13 4 2 7 20 27 14 PW D Lt FA PT Carrum Utd 16 1 1 14 7 56 4 
Melton 16 8 3 51917 27 Sunshine Blues 14 8 1 535 26 25 Boys North 12 C: Diamond Valley Utd 1 Melbourne 14 4 1 9 22 32 13 Endeavour 16 15 ll 0 79 7 46 
La TrobUniversity 16 8 1 7 27 23 25 Heidelberg Utd 13 8 1 433 24 25 Banyule City 0, Hume Utd Essendon Royals Cairnlea 14 2 1 11 20 28 t Sandringh 16 13 2 1. 35 7 41 Boys South 11 Joeys Orange 
Melbourne Bears 16 7 0 9225121 Whittlesea Utd 13.4 2 7 27 41 14 SunshGeor 14 1 3.10 13 51 6 Bentleigh 16 12 (¢) 4 57 21 36 PW D L FA PT 
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Do 16 14 a 
Casey Com 16 11 4 
Berwick City 16 8 5 
Mornington 16 7 5 
Beaumaris 16 4 6 
Seaford Utd 16 4 2 
Bentleigh G 16 2 2 
Brighton 16 0 3 
Boys East 

P Ww D 
Whitehorse 15 11 0 
Nunawa 16 10 3 
Manningha 16 10 2 
Riversdale 16 8 3 
DoncastRover 16 7 2 
SherbroRang 15 Tt ie} 
FC Bulleen Li 16 7 0 
Oakleigh 16 5 l 
Richmond 16 4 
Clayton 16 3 2 
Boys East 

P Ww D 
North Caulfield 15 13 fl 
Casey Comets 16 12 at 
Boronia 15 10 3 
Glen Waverle 16 10 1 
Caulfield Utd 16 7 Ht 
HampPark Utd 16 3 2 
Manningham 16 3 1 
Knox City 16 0 0 
Boys East 

P Ww D 
Eastern Lio 16 15 0 
Mooroolba 16 13 1 
Ashburton 16 10 1 
SoutSpringv 16 9 1 
Whitehorse 16 8 3 
Hampton 16 8 1 
Croydon 16 3 3 
Mooroolb 16 3 3 
Clayton 16 2 I 
Glen Eira 16 1 2 
Boys East 

P Ww D 
South Me 16 14 i 
Boronia 16 12 2 
FC BulleenL 15 8 4 
Brandon Par 16 8 3 
Richmond 16 8 2 
Eastern Lions 16 6 4 
DoncasteRove 15 4 5 
Glen Waverl 16 2 5 
Manningham 16 3 2 
Clayton 16 0 0 
Boys East 

P Ww D 
Oakleigh 16 13 3 
FBulleen L 16 11 3 
Richmond 16 10 2 
Doncaste 16 f 2 
Riversdale 16 6 5 
Caulfield Utd 16 5 3 
North Caulf 15 3 5 
Boronia 15 3 4 
Manningh 16 2 4 
SherbRan 16 3 1 
Boys East 

P Ww D 
Whitehorse 14 12 0 
Brandon P 14 9 4 
Ashburton 14 9 4 
Ringwoo 13 9 1 
Mooroolb 15 6 2 
North Caulf 13 4 3 
Glen Wave 14 3 2 
Ashburton 15 2 1 
Boroondar 14 1 2 
Boys East 

P Ww D 
Knox Ci 16 15 1 
Whitehorse 16 11 2 
FC Bulleen Li 16 9 3 
Doncas 15 8 5 
North Caulfield 15 8 1 
Casey Comets 16 5 3 
Glen Waverley 16 4 2 
Brandon Par 16 3 4 
Manningham 16 3 1 
WaveWandere 16 1 5 
Boys East 

P Ww D 
Stonnington 16 14 2 
Riversdale 16 11 3 
Ringwood 15 12 0 
Knox City 16 6 4 
DoncasterRo 16 6 3 
Noble Park 16 6 3 
Eastern Lions 16 6 2 
Glen Waverl 16 3 3 
North Caulfi 15 3 ‘t 
Croydon City 16 0 3 
Boys East 

P Ww D 
MelPhoeni 16 16 0 
Whitehorse 16 13 i 
Richmond 16 11 0 
Boronia 16 8 2 
Mooroolbark 16 5 2 
Heidelberg Utd 16 5 0 
DoncasteRov 15 1 2 
Caulfield Utd 17 1 1 
Boys East 

P Ww D 
Nunawadi 14 11 3 
Glen Eira 14 11 
Richmond 14 10 1 
Riversdale 15 8 1 
Stonnington Ci 14 6 2 
Boroondara Lo 14 4 3 
East Bentleigh 14 4 0 
Ringwood City 14 3 1 
Croydon 15 0 1 
Boys East 

P Ww D 
Richmond 16 15 1 
Oakleigh 16 12 2 
Glen Waverle 16 9 3 
North Caulfield 15 6 5 
DoncasterRov 16 6 1 
Riversdale 15 4 5 
South Melbour 15 4 3 
Nunawadin Cit 14 4 0 
Mooroolbark 16 3 2 
Boronia 15 3 1 
Boys East 

P Ww D 
FC BulleenLi 14 10 4 
Richmond 14 10 2 
Knox City 14 9 0 
Ashburton 14 6 3 
Clayton 14 4 3 
Avondale Heig 14 3 2 
Glen Eira 14 0 0 
Boys East 

P Ww D 
Manningh 16 12 2 
BoroondarLions16 11 1 
Ringwood Cit 15 11 1 
FC Bulleen Li 16 9 2 
North Caulfiel 15 7 al 
SherbroRang 16 7 1 
Caulfield Ut 16 5 1 
Brunswick Cit 16 4 3 
Boronia 16 4 1 
Springvale 16 2 1 
Boys East 

P Ww D 
Knox Utd 16 13 2 
Brandon Park 16 12 Al 
Eastern Lions 16 11 2 
Clifton Hill 16 11 1 
Glen Eira 16 6 3 
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Richmond 16 6 2 8 21 36 20 
Riversdale 16 5 2 9 16 36 17 
Ashburton 16 5 1 10 20 51 16 
Monash City 16 2 2 12 15 55 8 
Glen Waverley 16 1 0 15 11 62 3 
Boys East 13 E 
PB WwW D L F A PT 
WaveWander 16 11 4 1 52 11 37 
Croydon City 16 11 4 1 35 10 37 
Chelsea 16 9 3 4 43 13 30 
Oakleigh 16 6 4 6 26 25 21 
Ringwood City 16 5] 6 5 16 21 21 
Knox Utd 16 6 2 8 25 29 19 
Manningham 16 Pa 5 9 22 38 11 
Mooroolbark 16 0 0 16 6 78 10) 
Boys East 1 [= 
B Ww D iL, A TRAE 
Whitehorse aey 15) 10) 0 70 6 45 
Heidelberg 16 13 10) S) TA0) 8 39 
Richmond 16 10 2 4 39 23852) 
SoutSpringv 16 6 il 9 23 45 19 
Stonnington Ci 16 a 2 Ol 22 Sone 
Rowville Eag 16 4 | 7 24 45 17 
North Caulf 1% 2 3 10 12 38 9 
Eastern Lion 16 0 3 13 8 64 3 
Boys East 12 A 
P Ww D L : A Py 
South Me 1515. 0 0 51 3 45 
Box HillInter 16 12 1 3 42 8 37 
Richmond 16 2) 3 4 54 22 30 
FC Bulleen 16 & 2 oee21 13 29 
Knox City 16 8 2 6 22mmdi% 26 
Monash City 16 8 0 8 23 23 24 
North Caulfield 15 5 3 om 17 21 18 
Riversdale 16 Z 0°11 17 34945, 
Ashburton 16 1 1 14 2 66 4 
Oakleigh 16 0 2 14 4 46 2 
Boys East 12 B 
(= Ww D | FA PT 
Doncaste 14 12 2 0 61 7 38 
Box HillInter 15 12 2 1 50 12 38 
FC Bulleen Lio 14 9 Al M37 15.28 
Richmond 14 9 0 5 39) 27) 2h 
Glen Waverle 14 5 1 8 19 28 16 
Clayton 5) 4 2 9 11 35 14 
Oakleigh 14 3 2 S17 638 (11 
Springvale 14 2 1 11 “es: fi 
Manningham 14 ‘l 3 10 11 44 6 
Boys East 12 Cc 
P WwW D IE F A Pi 
DoncasteR 16 14 2 @) 12 5 44 
SoutSpringv 16 10 4 2, 57 13) 34: 
Richmond 16 10 3) BS 47 12.33 
SherbroRang 16 9 4 = 38 g9 31 
North Caulfiel 15 i 1 Wes4 18 22 
FC Bulleen 16 6 3 Tao, 29 “ei 
Lalor 16 5 4 7 "Siess «19 
Glen Eira 15 3 4 8 23 40 13 
Glen Waverley 16 2 1°13 15 54 TA 
Mooroolbark 16 0 0 16 4125 10) 
Boys East 12 D 
P Ww D L F A PT 
Nunawading 16 13 3 0 31 9 4 
BoroondaraL 16 8 5 3 24 20 29 
Avondale Hei 16 8 2 6 40 27 26 
Eastern Lions 16 7 4 5 33 31 25 
Boronia 16 7 2 7 26 26 23 
Croydon Cit 16 6 3 7 28 28 21 
Riversdale 16 3 3.10 11 24 12 
Ashburton 16 1 0 15 9 37 3 
Boys East 12 E 
P D L FA PT 
Whitehorse 14 12 1 1 45 15 37 
Boroondarao 13 11 0 2 68 13 33 
Croydon Cityr 15 8 5 2 35 15 29 
Eastern Lions 14 5 5 4 17 16 20 
Richmond 14 5 3 6 13 23 18 
North Caulfield 13 5 ‘1 7 17 21 «16 
Doncaster Roer 13 3 2 8 16 33 11 
Ashburton 15 3 ae 10 7 44 11 
Ringwood City 13 0 ‘le 12: 7 45 at 
Boys East 12 F 
P Ww D Le fo A PT 
Clifton Hill 14 14 0 0 oS 0 42 
Knox City 14 11 0 3 SOMTB Ss) 
Glen Waverley 14 6 2, 6 34 34 20 
Doncaster Ro 14 5 2 7 199 17 
Croydon City 14 4 2 8 16 47 14 
Ashburton 14 3 2 9 19 B68 cif 
Boronia 14 0 4 10 10 42 4 
Boys East ‘ail Kangaroos Green 
Fe Ww D L Fla PT 
Richmond 16° 13 5) 0 37 3 42 
DoncasterR 15 12 3 0 45 9 39 
CroydonArr 16 10 10} Geecur 19 30 
Oakleigh 16 8 6) 5 28 21 27 
FC BulleeLion 16 4 2 10 11 28 14 
Box Hill Inter 16 3 4 9 15 29 13 
Ashburton 16 3 2 11 16 28 11 
Caulfield Utd 15 1 1 13 4 49 4 
Boys East 11 Kangaroos Orange 
P Ww D Ls FA PT 
South Melbo 14 12 1 1 62 6 37 
Hampton 14 12 1 1 45 3 37 
Whitehorse 14 10 2 2 35 8 32 
Knox Utd 15 5 3 7 22 23 18 
Oakleigh 13 5 2 6 22 21 17 
North Caulfield 13 5 2 6 14 21 17 
Richmond 15 4 1°10 11 51 13 
Riversdale 14 3 1 10 7 42 10 
Mooroolbark 14 0 1 13 5 48 1 
Boys East 141 Kangaroos Yellow 
P WwW D L FA PT 
Monash City 16 15 1 0 88 3 46 
Box HillInter 16 13 2 1 69 5 41 
FC Bulleen Lio 16 12 2 2 60 7 38 
Eastern Lions 16 10 1 5 44 19 31 
Ashburton 16 5 1 10 16 38 16 
BoroondarLi 15 5 0 10 22 50 15 
South Yarra 16 4 3 9 12 45 15 
Manningham 16 3 4 9 17 42 13 
DoncasterR 15 2 4 9 9 45 10 
Stonnington Ci 16 0 2 14 1 84 2 
Boys East 11 Joeys Blue 
P Ww D E — i 
East Bentleigh 16 16 0 0 87 0 48 
Richmond 16 14 0 2 46 6 42 
DoncastRover 16 13 0 3 33 14 39 
Knox Utd 16 7 3 6 25 17 24 
FC Bulleen Li 16 6 3 % 31 26021 
SherbroRang 16 6 3 7 19 26m21 
Croydon Arr 16 4 3) 9 27 414 15 
Whitehorse 16 3 3) 8 17 34 14 
Glen Waverley 16 2 a ols) ile) Sa] q 
Boronia 16 0 0 16 2 99 10) 
Boys East 11 Joeys Orange 
P Ww D L me A Pi 
SherbroRang 14 13 1 0 68 2 40 
Ringwood City 13. 11 2; 0 60 9" 35 
Whitehorse 14 8 2 46251326 
Knox City 14 6 4 4 39 15 22 
WavWanderer 14 7 1 6 48 26 22 
North Caulfie 13 7 1 me 21 13 22 
Riversdale 15 4 1 10 18 50 13 
Richmond 15 1 0 14 10 86 3 
Mooroolbark 14 0 Oo 14 3 82 0 
Boys East 11 Joeys Red 
P Ww D L FA PT 
Knox City 16 16 0 0 76 4 48 
Glen Waverley 16 9 4 3 26 14 31 
Whitehorse 16 7 5 4 20 16 26 
BoroondarLion 16 7 4 5 22 22 25 
DoncasteRov 16 7 3 6 20 24 23 
Ashburton 16 5 4 7 16 21 19 
Oakleigh 15 4 6 5 19 26 17 
North Caulfiel 15 4 0 11 10 28 12 
Richmond 16 3 2 11 10 35 11 
East Bentleigh 16 2 2 12 17 46 8 
Boys North 16 A 
P Ww D L FA PT 
EssendonR 14 11 1 2 43 12 34 
Northcote City 15 9 2 4 40 18 29 


Bundoora Utd 13 9 2 2 39 20 29 
Heidelberg Sta 14 if 3 4 52 26 24 
Moreland Utd 13 6 2 5 39 27 20 
Whittlesea Zbr 15 5 4 6 28 36 19 
BrunswickZ 14 5 0 9 32 44 15 
EppingCity 14 2 1 11 10 44° 7 
Coburg Utd 14 1 1121271 4 
Boys North 16 B 

P WwW D L F en 
Light Utd 15 14 1 0129 10 43 
Essendon Utd 15 12 0 3 84 18 36 
Hume Utd fs 10 3, 2086S 199833: 
DOC Unite 16 10 1 5 61 33 31 
Watsonia H 16 Tf 4 5 44 32 25 
Moreland Wol 15 8 1 Gmc miconn Zo) 
Bundoora Utd 15 6 2 WS 3320) 
Mitchell Ra 16 2 dil SaeiZee 6! Th 
Sunbury Utd 16 1 1 14 11100 4 
Brunswick Zb 15 0 One 15) 17130 0 
Boys North 15 A 

ae: D L FaeA PT 
EssendonR 16 12 4 0 74 20 40 
Fawkner 16 11 7 m 55 28 35 
Whittlesea Zbra16 10 2 4 57 26 32 
Epping City 16 8 4 4 39 24 28 
Bundoora Utd 15 8 2 5) 528) 21/726; 
Moreland City 16 6 3 Vieeo2e019) 21 
Brunswick Zeb 16 5 2 9 31 34 1 
Lalor Utd 16 4 3 9) 255743715, 
Light Utd 15 4 O 11 20 67 12 
Heidelberg U 16 0 0 “16— 13™92 0 
Boys North 15 B 

P Ww D LE F "3A Pir 
Northcote City 16 13 ‘il 2 58 19 40 
Moreland Utd 16 13 0 3 55 14739 
Diamond Val Ut16 12 1 3 56 24 37 
Bundoora Utd 16 11 1 4 58 25 34 
Plenty Valley 16 9 0 % (5h 938° 24 
Brunswick City 16 7 4 5 41 39 25 
EppingCity 16 3 1 12 26 63 10 
Moreland City 6 3 12 22 78 10 
Watsonia Hei 16 sl 4 11 22 47 Uf 
Heidelberg Star 16 1 1 14 17 65 4 
Boys North 14 A 

ey MY D IL Ee ANP I 
Epping City q6y) 171 1 4 45 20 34 
PrestonLions 16 11 4 4 32 16 34 
Bundoora Utd 16 9g 4 3 35 14 31 
Fawkner 16 9 4 3) 32) 13) “34 
Light Utd 16 9 4 3; 36) 22) 731 
Sunbury Utd 16 5 5 6 24 25 20 
Greenvale Utd 15 4 4 if (21) 23° 16 
Essendon Roals16 4 3 9 25 45 15 
Eltham North 15 2 2) 11) ih 33) y/ 
Clifton Hill 16 0 2 14 8 64 1 
Boys North 14 B 

Ip WwW D Ls F A PT 
Brunswick Zbr 16 14 4 1 75 12 43 
Moreland City 16 13 3 0 61 11 42 
Meadow Park 16 7 6 3 36 18 27 
Watsonia Heigh 16 7 3 6 43 27 24 
Whittlesea Zb 15 1 0 8 50 36 21 
Northcote City 16 6 2. 8 26 31580 
Bundoora Utd 16 5 3 ole 30) 18 
Banyule Cit 16 5 2, 9) (32) 536i, 
Fawkner 15 4 2 9 22 47 14 
EppingCity 16 0 0 16 4116 O 
Boys North 14 c 

P Ww D L Earp 
FC City Cen 14 13 " 0 84 4 40 
North City L 13 gl 3 1&7 47 30 
Coburg Utd 15 8 3 4 67 30 27 
Morel ee) 0 5 61 34 27 
BrunswickZ = 15 iv 2 6 41 36 23 
EssendonR 14 5 2 M27 3B 1G 
Alphington 14 4 4] 7 44 34 15 
Banyule City 14 ‘| ieeiecme 7S 4 
Eltham North 15 0 1 14 5132 1 
Boys North AS; A 

P Ww D iL aS LRAT 
Whittlesea 14 13 10) 4!) Sit) TOMS 
Epping Cit ga > 3 «2 39 10 30 
Brunswick City 15 8 4 3 30 14 28 
EssendoRoy 14 6 4 4 30 16 22 
North CityLi 14 Ee) 4 By sey ey aI) 
Moreland City 14 5} 1 Sidon r2 dG: 
Preston Lions 14 4 2 82239 14) 
DiamoValley 14 3 4 it 2h 29413 
Reservoir Str 15 0 0 15 1110 0 
Boys North i B 

P Ww D L IN [RAT 
Fawkner fon 12 4 0 66 1 40 
BrunswicZeb 16 11 3 2 44 12 36 
Hume Utd 14 8 SI ‘Wako By A) 
Clifton Hill 16 fi 3] 4 35 23 26 
Alphington 16 6) 3] 4 3225 26 
Epping City 16 6 (4 8 26 24 20 
Essendon Utd 15 4 4 7 20 35 16 
Eltham North 15 3 3 9 18 46 12 
Lalor Utd 16 3 3°10 12 48 12 
WatsoniaHe 16 0 0 16 om 10) 
Boys North 2 A 

R Ww D LE roan PT 
Coburg Utd 15 a 2 1eOr 38 
EppingCity 15 12 2 1 38 8 38 
Light Utd 16 11 2 3 41 14 35 
WhittleseZeb 16 11 2 3°39 16 35 
Brunswick Cit 15 8 2 os 21 176 
EssendoRoyal 16 4 S| 9 22 37> 
Hume Utd 16 4 1°11 19 47 13 
Bundoora Utd 15 3 2 10 18 45 11 
Meadow Park 16 2 1 13 24 66 t 
Eltham North 14 1 1 12 10 50 4 
Boys North 12 B 

P Ww D L FA PT 
BrunswizZebr 14 12 2 0 69 12 37 
Greenvale Ut 13 9 1 3 32 21 28 
Preston Lions 14 8 1 5 34 16 25 
Light Utd 14 6 5 3 25 20 23 
Moreland Cit 15 6 3 6 29 25 21 
Northcote City 13 6 2 5 26 23 20 
Moreland 15 4 3 8 17 30 15 
Coburg Utd 14 2 4 An 7 48 6 
Fawkner 14 1 0 13 11 #55 3 
Boys North 12 Cc 

ip Ww D L F A PT 
Moreland Utd 16 14 1 1 62 11 43 
EssendoRoyals 15 11 3 1 49 17 36 
DiamoValley Ut 16 11 2 3 37 11 «35 
Hume Utd ‘ky 6 3 6 35 21 21 
Alphington 16 6 3 7 34 36 21 
Heidelberg Utd 16 5 5 6 21 29 20 
Banyule City 16 6 1 9 21 33 42 
Watsonia Heig 16 4 2 10 22 38 14 
EppingCity 16 4 2 10 18 36 14 
Sunbury Utd 16 0 2 14 10 77 2 
Boys North 12 D 

P Ww D L F A PT 
North Lions 16 15 0 1 74 14 45 
Plenty ValleLi 16 14 it 1 65 13 43 
DOCUnited FC 16 10 2 4 57 27 32 
BrunswiZebras 16 10 0 6 47 27 30 
Pascoe Vale 16 8 1 7 51 87 25 
Mitchell Range 16 4 3 9 24 50 15 
North CityLi 16 4 3 9 21 Sie 15 
Bundoora Utd 15 4 2 9 16 31 14 
Broadmeado 16 3 2 11 13 40 11 
Eltham North 15 0 0 15 8 86 10} 
Boys North 11 Kangaroos Yellow 

P Ww D L FA PT 
BrunswiZebras 16 13 1 2 65 16 40 
Fawkner 16 11 2 3 38 10 35 
Sunbury Utd 16 10 4 2 32 12 34 
Lalor Utd 16 9 3 4 50 17 30 
Bundoora Utd 16 7 5 4 40 23 26 
Brunswick City 16 5 5 6 33.21 20 
EppingCity 16 4 5 7 19 26 17 
Heidelberg St 16 3 2 11 17 37 M1 
DiamonValley 16 2 2 12 5 60 8 
Meadow Park 16 1 1 14 11 88 4 
Boys North 11 Joeys Blue 

P Ww D ‘5 FA PT 


Northcote Cit 14 12 0 2 54 6 36 
Light Utd 14°11 1 2 58 12 34 
Moreland Utd 14 10 2 2 45 6 32 
Bundoora Utd 14 8 3 3 31 13 27 
Fawkner 14 6 2 6 31 21 20 
Moreland City 14 5 2 7 20 27 17 
Mitchell Range 14 1 3 10 9 60 6 
Avondale Heig 12 1 1 10 5 44 4 
Banyule City 14 0 2 42 6 70 2 
Boys North 1 Joeys/Orange 
P Ww D L FA PT 

EssendRoyal 16 15 ie} 1133 4 45 
Alphington1 16 12 2 2 46 22 38 
Yarraville 16 10 1 5 55 24 31 
EssendRoyals 16 8 3 5 49 23 27 
Greenvale Utd 15 7 4 4 38 21 25 
Eltham North 16 i 4 5 ‘35 22 -25 
Heidelberg Utd 16 6 0 10 22 47 18 
Alphington2 16 4 1.11 13 66 13 
WatsoniaHeigh 16 2 1 13 7 79 7 
Eltham North 2 15 0 0) 15 5 95 0 
Boys North di Joeys/Kangaroos Red 
PB Ww D L FA PT 

WhittleseZeb 16 16 10} 0 78 2 48 
St.Albans Sai 16 11 4 D3 7 37 
North City Lion 16 12 4 Sap 12 37 
Plenty ValleL 16 6 4 Gio2 35 22 
Moreland Wol 16 5 3 8 22 34 18 
BrunswicZeb 16 5 Z 9 “15, 31 17 
Upfield 16 3) 2) 9 20 47 17 
Hume Utd 16 4 2 10 11 35 14 
Clifton Hill 16 @ 4 10 17 46 10 
Watsonia Hei 16 2 2°92 120ie2 8 
Boys West 16 A 
P Ww D 1B Foam PT 

South Yarra 14 12 z 0 42 8 38 
Keilor Park 14 9 2 338 1629 
HopperCrossi 12 9 0 3°45 18 27 
Green Gully 13 ui 2 4 35 16 23 
BallaratAcad 14 1 2 550 27mee3 
Williamstown 15 6 0 9 23 40 18 
Gisborne 13 2 2 QF 19 3a 8 
Laverton Park 14 2 2 10 15 36 8 
Sunbury Utd = =15 1 2 12 fe) (ad 5 
Boys West 16 B 
P WwW D L FaeeA PT 

Werribee Cit 14 12 0 2 5/ igh. 36 
Brimbank ake ah 1 4 55 28 34 
Altona City 15° 11 1 3 36 14 34 
WesternEagle 15 10 2 ST GS asi 32: 
ReservoiStriker 14 5 4 5 23 25 19 
Altona East ae} 2 3] t 32eoue 18 
South Yarra 16 4 0 12 36 54 12 
SydenhaPark 15 4 iO" “oor 12 
Melton 15 4 1 10 27 46 11 
Melbourne Lio 9 0 0 9 9 68 0 
Boys West 15 A 
B Ww L FA PT 

Altona East 14 13 1 O 52 5 40 
SunshiGeorgi 14 11 2 1 52 T 35 
GRFA 14 8 1 5 39 18 25 
Geelong 14 8 0 6 23 18 24 
Werribee City 14 f 2 5 23 23 23 
Green Gully 14 6 1 7, 34 26.19) 
Brimbank Ci ne 6 0 9 22 48 18 
Keilor Park 14 1 1d r0" GO 4 
SydenhamP 15 0 0 15 8; 58 0 
Boys West 15 B North/West 
Bi Ww D iP a Te 

Keilor Wolves 16 15 0 1109 15 45 
Williamstown 15 14 0 1 93 13 42 
Port Melbourne 16 10 0 6 96 39 30 
HopperCrossin 15 2) 0 peer2 30 27 
Altona City 16 7 1 8 47 46 22 
Carlton Youth 16 3 1 12 45 90 10 
Lalor Utd 16 3 1 12 20108 10 
BacchMarsh 16 0 1 15 6147 1 
Boys West 14 A 
P Ww D L F A PT 

Altona East 16 14 1 1 46 13 43 
Werribee City 16 12 O 4 54 28 36 
North GeeWarr 16 11 3 2 40 14 36 
Sunshine He 16 11 2 3 25 11 35 
Sydenham Park 16 7 2 7 41 29 23 
SunshiGeorgies 16 6 0 10 32 36 18 
GRFA 16 4 2 10 24 30 14 
HoppeCrossi 15 4 0 11 25 43 12 
South Yarra 15 4 0 11 16 41 «12 
St. Albans 16 1 0 15 12 70 3 
Boys West 14 B 
P Ww D L F A PT 

Keilor Park 1411 1 241 9 34 
Green Gully 1410 2 248 932 
Melton 15 8 2 5 29 19 26 
Ballarat AcadSoccer 13 7 1 5 34 23 22 
Western Eagles 14 6 O 8 26 37 18 
Brimbank 13 4 0 9 14 27 12 
North SunsEagles 16 0 015 876 0 
Boys West 14 c North/West 
PW DL FE APT 

Gisborne 1612 4 052 740 
Williamstown 1611 5 062 14 38 
Yarraville 15 9 3 360 28 30 
Avondale Heights 15 9 2 452 23 29 
Preston Lions 17 9 2 6 38 32 29 
HoppeCrossing 17 6 O 11 38 68 18 
WyndhOlympic 16 5 2 9364017 
DOUnited FC 15 5 0 10 33 53 15 
Melton 16 2 3111570 9 
Sunbury Utd 15 0 1141061 1 
Boys West 13 A 
P W.D EL F APT 

Gisborne 1615 0 145 12 45 
Altona City 1613 0 3 39 13 39 
SunshGeorgies fe 12 1 Geer 
BASL 1610 0 6 29 17 30 
Laverton Park 16 6 3 7 26 28 21 
Geelong 16 6 2 8 21 25 20 
Green Gully 16 4 3 919 2915 
Williamstown 16 4 111 17 28 13 
Keilor Park 16 1 4111338 7 
Cairnlea 16 12131544 5 
Boys West a3) B 
POW DoE eae 

Melton 1613 1 249 13 40 
Ballarat AcaSoccer 1612 3 1 68 14 39 
Brimbank 16 9 3 437 18 30 


Brimbank City 
Maribyrnong Greens 


16 7 2 729'3123 
16 6 3 7 2726721 


Sydenham Park 16 4 6 635 35 18 
HoppeCrossing 15 4 3 8 34 40 14 
Werribee City 16 4 3 92245 14 
Williamstown 15 4 2 920 44 14 
Spring Hills 16 2 212 26 82 8 
Boys West We Cc 

Paap F APT 
AVA Seagulls 1614 1 1 67 11 43 
Bundoora Utd 16)12>252°55.17 38 
MelbourLions 16 10 3 3 56 21 33 
WyndOlympic 1610 2 4 44 25 32 
MaribyrnUnited 16 9 3 4 51 42 30 
FBirarrung JFC IGRGeZeiear 31 23 
FlemingEagles 16 6 3 7 35 36 21 
MitcheRangers 16 5 1 10 36 57 16 
Upfield 16 4 0 12 29 64 12 
Port Melbourne 16 3 2113145 11 
BacMarsh JSC 16 3 1 12 22 73 10 
BrunswiZebras 16 2 2121556 8 
Boys West 12 A 

PW DL F APT 
Melbourne Knights 16 13 2 1 40 9 41 
GRFA 1610 4 225 834 
Green Gully 16 9 3 4 34 12 30 
Gisborne 16.46) 5) 5726°23 23 
Keilor Park 16 6 5 5 19 20523 
SunshGeorgies 16. G2 Se 25u20820) 
Williamstown 16 5 4 7 142119 
HoppeCrossing 16 5 2 9 23 25 16 
Altona City 16 4 4 8 12 22 15 
South Yarra 160115 655 1 
Boys West 12 B 


P WOLF APT 


Cairnlea 1615 1 080 7 46 
Altona Magic 1611 2 331 13 35 
Green Gully 1610 3 3 43 12 33 
Brimbank 16 8 1 7 28 22 25 
St. Albans 16 6 5 5 24 37 23 
Keilor Park 16 6 4 6 31 31 22 
Sydenham Park 16 3 5 817 2814 
South Yarra 16 3 31017 47 12 


1 
Melbourne Knights 16 3 211 22 47 11 


Melton 16 0 4121362 4 
Boys West 12 c 

PW ODL EF APT 
Ballarat AcSoccer 16 15 1 0106 6 46 
Keilor Wolves 15 8 5 24217 29 
Cairnlea 16 8 4 4 44 21 28 
Altona City 16 8 4 4 43 30 28 
Brimbank 15 8 4 3 35 25 28 
Williamstown 16 7 3 631 25 24 
WyndOlympic 16 7 1 8 33 28 22 
Laverton Park 15 5 6 4 32 16 21 
FlemingtEagles 15 6 2 7 28 27 20 
Spring Hills 16 4 1 11 35 58 13 
Gisborne 16 1015 899 3 
HoppeCrossing 14 0 113 893 1 
Boys West 11 Kangaroos Green 


P WOOL F APT 


South Yarra 1615 0 150 745 


Melbourne Knights 16 10 3 3 53 13 33 
Altona City 1610 2 4 36 14 32 
Keilor Park 16 9 3 4 30 13 30 
Green Gully 15 9 2 445 14 29 
Williamstown 16 6 1 9193519 
HoppeCrossing 15 5 3 71919 18 
Werribee City 16 4 1 11 18 33 13 
SunshGeorgies 16 3 11217 49 10 
Altona East 16 0016 292 0 
Boys West 11 Joeys Red 

PW ODL FE APT 
Port Melbourne 1614 2 065 6 44 
Green Gully 1612 1 369 13 37 
Altona City 1612 0 4 67 14 36 
Laverton Park 1611 1 450 12 34 
Gisborne 1611 0 5 46 23 33 
HopCrossing 16 5. 0:44:27 52 15 
BacMarsh JSC 16 4 2 10 23 62 14 
Cairnlea 16 2311 943 9 
Spring Hills 16 2 2121477 8 
Werribee City 16 1114 775 4 
Boys West 11 Joeys/Kangaroos Blue 

PW ODL FE APT 
Brimbank City 16 12 2 267 15 38 
Brimbank 1612 2 256 14 38 
Green Gully 1611 3 252 8 36 
Sunshine Heights 1611 3 231 436 
Keilor Park 16 7 2 7 34 25 23 


16 6 4 6 47 22 22 
16 4 3 9274115 


16 3 3 10 28 46 12 


Maribyrnong Greens 
Sydenham Park 
WesterEagles 


Westvale 16 2 212 968 8 
Williamstown 16 0 016 2110 0 
Girls Metro 18 A 

PW ODL EF APT 
Ashburton 1414 0 0110 6 42 
Berwick City 15 10 2 3 59 22 32 
Westgate 1410 0 4 82 18 30 
BorooEagles JFC 14 9 1 4 59 21 27 
Beaumaris 15 9 0 6 65 33 27 
Langwarrin 15 8 2 5 67 29 25 
Brimbank 14 6 1 7 2553 18 
Mooroolbark 15 6 0 9 30 43 17 
Gisborne 15 3 0121472 9 
Whitehorse 15 1014 887 3 
CroydonArrows 14 1 013 11146 3 
Girls Metro 16 A 

PW ODL FEF APT 
BrunswiZebras 1611 4 141 12 37 
GRFA 16 9 4 354 21 31 
Richmond 16 9 4 339 14 31 
Brighton 16 9 2 5 37 21 29 
Meadow Park 16 8 4 440 23 28 
Whitehorse 16 6 3 7 29 33 21 
Keilor Park 16 6 2 8 33 29 20 
Berwick City 16 4 3 9 26 45 15 
Brandon Park 16 4 21031 48 14 
Langwarrin 16 0° 016 3/87 0 
Girls Metro 16 B 

PWEDE ALP iT 
DiamoValley Utd 1514 0 144 7 42 
Keilor Wolves 1510 3 250 19 33 
BoroondaLions 16 9 3 435 19 29 
Glen Waverley 15 8 0 7 39 35 24 
Baxter 15> 72-630 16:23 
DoncastRovers 15 5 2 8 24 3417 
Glen Eira 15 4 4 715 2415 
Ringwood City 9 4 0 522 21 12 
SandringhaCity 16:3) 1°12 11/5210) 
Brunswick City 15) 1) “1 137 16/50) 4: 
Girls NW. 16 Cc 

PAW DEE Ea aPT 
Ballarat AcSoccer 15 14 1 080 5 43 
Altona City 1613 0 397 21 39 
Pascoe Vale 1611 2 357 22 35 
North City Lions 16 9 3 443 21 30 
Sunbury Utd 16 9 0 7 41 25 27 
Gisborne 15 5 3 7 26 46 18 
Watsonia Heights 16 3 310 13 47 12 


16 3 211107311 
16 2 2121258 8 
161213 970 5 


Greenvale Utd 
Nunawadi City 
Sydenham Park 
Girls S/E 16 c 
PW ODL FE APT 
1613 2 164 941 
1612 0 4 72 19 36 


East Bentleigh 
SherbRangers 1 


HamptPark Utd 1511 2 268 835 
Endeavour Utd 17 9 3 5 41 18 29 
Mornington 16 6 4 6 45 29 21 
Boronia 17 5 5 7173319 
FC Bulleen Lions 15 5 3 7 293318 
Mooroolbark 16 4 3 9354915 


16 2 212 982 8 
16 0 214 5105 1 


SherbroRangers 2 
Seaford Utd 


Girls Metro 15 A 
PW DL F APT 
DoncaRovers 1614 0 271 7 42 
SandringhaCity 16 14 0 272 10 42 
Bundoora Utd 16 10 3 341 22 33 
Brighton 16 8 0 8 36 35 24 
DandeThunder 16 7 2 7 46 36 23 
CroydonArrows 16 6 1 9 18 42 19 
Brunswick Zebras 16 1015 864 3 
HopperCrossing 16. 7 0-15--5:81) -3 
Girls Metro 15 B 
PW DL FEF APT 
Casey Comets 1613 0 343 739 
Richmond 1610 2 4 28 18 32 
East Bentleigh 16 9 2 5 33 15 29 
Eltham North 15 8 4 3 32 17 28 
Baxter 15. 8 2 5.34 25.26 
Carrum Utd 16 6 5 5 35 22 23 
PeniStrikers JFC 16 6 3 7 31 22 21 
Caulfield Utd 16 5 2 9232917 
Langwarrin 16 2 3111743 9 
AltCit 
16 0 1151085 
Girls Metro 15 Cc 
PW DL FE APT 
WhittleseZebras 1614 1 153 10 43 
Sandringh City 1611 1 4 44 25 34 
Watsonia Heights 1610 1 5 30 15 31 
Glen Waverley 16 9 3 4 37 23 30 
Brighton 16 9 3 4 33 21 30 
Chelsea 16 5 3 8 27 3018 
Beaumaris 16 5 110 20 42 16 
Eastern Lions 16 4 1 11 14 30 13 


16 2 3112866 9 
16 1 3122347 6 


Dandenong City 
Croydon CArrows 


Girls N/W 15 D 

PW DL F APT 
Keilor Park 1411 0 3 50 17 33 
Brimbank 1410 1 357 2431 
Cairnlea 13 9 1 331 20 28 
BrunswiZebras 14 8 1 5 32 24 25 


Bundoora Utd 
Epping City 
Altona East 
Girls S/E 
SpringvaleEagles 
North Caulfield 
Noble Park 

Glen Eira 

Carrum Utd 
Richmond 
BoroondarLions 
Knox City 
Heatherton Utd 


Girls Metro 
Ashburton 
EssendRoyals 
BoroondaLions 

North Caulfield 
Alphington 

Croydon Arrows 
Sandringh City 
SherbrooRangers 
Brighton 
Girls Metro 
DiamoValley Utd 
Pascoe Vale 

Berwick City 
BrunswiZebras 
BoroondaLions 

Port Melbourne 

Glen Eira 

South Melbourne 
Glen Waverley 

Box Hill Inter 


Girls N/W 
FC Bulleen Lions 
Keilor Park 
DoncastRovers 
Kensington JGSC 
Sunbury Utd 
South Yarra 
Watsonia Heights 
Eltham North 
Whittlesea Zebras 
DOC United FC 


Girls S/E 
PeninsStrikers JFC 
Baxter 
SherbrRangers 
Brandon Park 
Boronia 

Eastern Lions 
Brighton 

North Caulfield 


Girls 


Keilor Park 
Carrum Utd 

Knox City 
Sherbro Rangers 
Boroondara Lions 
Ashburton 
CroydoCity Arrows 
Richmond 
Brunswick Zebras 


Girls Metro 


Boronia 
Whitehorse 
Monash City 
Brighton 

Glen Waverley 
Eltham North 
Hoppers Crossing 
Nunawading City 
Beaumaris 

North Caulfield 


Girls Metro 


Banyule City 

Glen Eira 

Baxter 

Oakleigh 

Sandringham City 
Casey Panthers 
Peninsula Strikers JFC 
Brighton 


Girls Metro 


Sydenham Park 
Bundoora Utd 
Glen Waverley 
Heidelberg Utd 
Mornington 
Carrum Utd 
Keilor Wolves 
Boronia 


Girls Metro 


Keilor Park 
Richmond 
Ashburton 

Berwick City 
Brighton 
Dandenong Thunder 
Boroondara Lions 
Hampton 

Beaumaris 

Carrum Utd 


Girls Metro 


Sandringham City 
North Caulfield 
Oakleigh 

Ashburton 

St. Albans 

Eltham North 
Sherbrooke Rangers 
Richmond 

Brighton 

Glen Eira 


Girls N/W 


Essendon Royals 
Brunswick Zebras 1 
Watsonia Heights 
Banyule City 

Green Gully 
Sunbury Utd 
Diamond Valley Utd 
Brunswick Zebras 2 
Kensington JGSC 


Girls S/E 


Goal! Weekly 


13 6 1 6 33 29 19 
14 10131351 3 
14 1013 657 3 
15 D 
PW DL F APT 
1411 1 2 49 14 34 
14 9 2 3 34 14 29 
14 9 1 451 18 28 
14 7 1 6 27 33 22 
13 6 2 517 27 20 
15 6 0 917 29 18 
14 5 1 8 37 29 16 
14 5 1 815 32 16 
14 0113 859 1 
14 A 
PW DL F APT 
1313 0 050 739 
1512 0 3 43 13 36 
1311 1 140 334 
14 7 1 6 28 20 22 
14 5 3 6 16 26 18 
15 5 1 9 18 35 16 
14 2 4 8 15 33 10 
14 2 111 733 7 
140113 451 1 
14 B 
PW DL F APT 
1616 0 099 6 48 
16 14 0 273 13 42 
16 8 3 5 32 28 27 
16 7 4 5 29 30 25 
16 6 3 7 23 39 21 
16 5 4 7192919 
16 4 4 8 18 48 16 
16 3 211 16 53 11 
16 2 3111339 9 
16 2 3111350 9 
14 Cc 
PW DL F APT 
1511 3 144 7 36 
1610 4 251 11 34 
1510 2 3 44 23 32 
16 9 3 4 32 16 30 
16 8 3 5 41 27 26 
16 6 5 5 26 16 23 
16 4 210 14 35 14 
16 2 5 916 39 11 
16 1411 934 7 
16 1 3121382 5 
14 Cc 
PW DL F APT 
1610 6 0 37 3 36 
1610 3 3 24 13 33 
16 8 6 2 23 10 30 
16 5 4 7 20 26 19 
16 3 9 41317 18 
16 2 7 7 8 16 13 
16 1 8 7 11 23 11 
16 3 112 10 38 10 
Metro 13 
PW DL F APT 
1412 1 132 337 
14 76 117 427 
14 7 4 326 725 
14 7 4 322 11 25 
143 6 5 91515 
15 18691911 
14.2 6.7 721 
15 25 8 82511 
14239 833 9 
13 B 
PW DL EF APT 
1614 2 043 344 
16 9 3 4 37 10 30 
16 9 3 4 32 16 30 
16 8 4 429 10 28 
16 7 5 420 14 26 
16 6 3 7 26 25 20 
16 6 1 9213119 
16 5 2 9122017 
16 2 0141052 6 
16 2 4113 251 6 
13 Cc 
PW DL F APT 
1612 3 145 839 
16 13 0 3 39 15 39 
1611 2 3 36 10 35 
16 9 2 534 14 29 
16 5 3 8 13 35 18 
16 4 111 19 50 13 
16 2 2121431 8 
16 0 313 643 3 
13 D 


PWODUL F APT 


1614 1 188 743 
1613 3 047 542 
16 8 2 6 34 21 26 
16 8 1 7 2931 25 
16 6 1 9224919 
16 5 2 917 3217 
16 1411 841 7 
161213 766 5 

12 A 
PW ODL F APT 
1613 2 137 841 
1610 5 137 535 
1610 3 335 13 33 
16 8 5 335 12 29 
16 6 5 5 25 20 23 


16 6 5 5 24 24 23 
16 5 4 71321 19 
163.211 82711 
16 2113 441 7 
16 1015 855 3 


12 B 
PWODUL F APT 
1513 2 060 641 
1612 1 330 10 37 
16 9 1 6 30 13 28 
15 7 6 214 527 
15 7 2 6 21 20 23 
15 3 7 51319 16 
15 4 2 91024 14 
16 4 210 18 37 14 
16 3 31017 28 12 
17 30141566 9 

12 Cc 
PWD UL F APT 
1413 1 029 040 
14.9 3 228 16 30 
14 7 3 414 13 24 
15 6 3 6 20 16 21 
14 4 7 31815 19 
1444 6 811 16 
14 3 3 8 516 12 
15 3 1111331 10 
14 1310 219 6 

12 Cc 


Goal! Weekly 
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Championship, 


League 1 & League 2 

It might be the Premier League’s 
poorer uglier younger brother, but 
the Championship has one thing they 
don’t: unpredictability. 

No one would have tipped Hull and 
Stoke getting promoted last season, or that 
Leicester would get relegated. Right up until 
the remaining few fixtures there were clubs 
midtable that still had a mathematical chance 
of being promoted and relegated at the same 
time. It is also the fourth biggest league in the 
Europe when it comes to attendances. 

Only the Premier League, Spain’s La Liga 
and Italy’s Serie A managed to get more 
bums-on-seats. 

Naturally the three teams recently 
demoted from the top tier are amongst 
the favourites. At the time of writing 
Birmingham have managed to keep most 
of their squad together including key players 
James McFadden, Sebastian Larsson and 
Cameron Jerome. Reading have lost Dave 
Kitson and Nick Shorey but still retain most 
of the squad that just spent two seasons in the 
Premier League. Both sides were unfortunate 
to get relegated but are in a strong position to 
bounce right back. 

Queens Park Rangers will also bea 
team to watch. New owners Bernie Ecclestone 
and Flavio Briatore have been parting with 
plenty of cash and the Super Hoops are starting 
to emulate their West London neighbours 
Chelsea. Using connections at other high 
profile clubs like AC Milan and Real Madrid, 
the new owners have managed to get players 
like Real Madrid’s Daniel Parejo on loan for 
the season. 

Sheffield United, Derby and Watford 
have recent Premier League experience 
and capable of mounting a strong push for 
promotion. 

Wolverhampton and Crystal Palace were 
also amongst the contenders last season, as 
was Bristol City to the surprise of many. 
Overall the differences between clubs are so 


Gossip and Transfer Speculation from the English Media... 


Benitez Closes In On Barry 
Liverpool’s 1-0 victory at Sunderland at 
the start of the Premier League season 
was swiftly followed by a hint that their 
manager Rafael Benitez is closer to 
signing the Aston Villa midfield player 
Gareth Barry. 

Benitez disclosed that he has now spoken 
to Tom Hicks, one of the club’s American 
owners, and been assured that money is 
available for a new player. 

However, only the departure of Xavi 
Alonso, the Spanish midfielder, will 
guarantee the finances will stretch to the 
18 million pound fee that Aston Villa would 
demand for Barry. 

Benitez said:”! was in contact with one of 
the owners and he was clear that we had 
some money and could spend. For me, it 
is clear they are supporting me.” 
Liverpool.” 
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CHAMPIONSHIP PREVIEW 08/09 


Piymouth 


marginal that any team can mount a serious 
push for promotion. 

In League One Leeds will be 
desperate to get back into the Championship 
and begin their long road to recovery. They 
won’t have a 15-point penalty this time 
round so will be a much stronger contender 
for automatic promotion. Leicester will also 
consider it beneath them to play at this level 
and have a lot of financial muscle compared 
to their opponents. 

Favourites in League Two include 
Shrewsbury Town, Bradford City, 
Rochdale and Darlington. Having been 
penalised 30 points Luton Town looked 
certain to be relegated before the season even 
started. Three years ago the Hatters were 
in the top half of the Championship. It will 
take a minor miracle to save them from the 
conference. 


Brazil, Argies Go For Gold 
Tournament favourites Brazil and Argentina 
set themselves up for a semi-final showdown, 
while Nigeria will play Belgium after the 
Olympic men’s football tournament quarter- 
finals were played Saturday. 

The two South American powerhouses 
both needed extra time to remain in the 
tournament. 

Brazil, looking for the first Olympic gold, 
eventually beat Cameroon 2-0 while Benfica 
midfielder Angel Di Maria scored in extra time 
to give defending champions Argentina a 2-1 
victory over the Netherlands. 

In an all-African derby Nigeria beat Ivory 
Coast 2-0 and 10-man Belgium sent Italy 
crashing out 3-2 in a bad-tempered match. 
As football celebrates 100 years as an 
Olympic sport its showcase match is unlikely 
to be in the final as Argentina and Brazil have 
shown themselves a class above the rest. 
But Brazil, five-time World Cup winners but 
never Olympic champions, were made to 
struggle through regulation time against 
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Aussies in Britain 

To date Mark Schwarzer has been the 
only high profile Socceroo in Britain to be 
involved in any transfer activity. Persistent 
rumours keep linking Mark Bresciano to 
Rangers, Manchester City and Fulham, yet 
for the time being he remains in Italy. 

Mark Schwarzer signed for Fulham 
on a free transfer and will join former 
Melbourne Victory defender Adrian Leijer. 
His move paves the way for fellow Australian 
Brad Jones to take over as Middlesbrough’s 
first choice keeper. 

Brett Emerton recently signed a 
new contract with Blackburn, Lucas Neill 
will continue to captain West Ham, and 
Mark Viduka remains at Newcastle. Tim 
Cahill will be hoping for a more successful 
season with injuries sidelining him for most 
of the past year. And finally former Hammer 
Richard Garcia has another chance of 


Heskey Gets Call Up 

England manager Fabio Capello has called 
up Emile Heskey but left out Peter Crouch 
for next Wednesday’s friendly against the 
Czech Republic. 

Capello was at Upton Park to watch Heskey 
in action for Wigan on Saturday and once 
West Ham’s Dean Ashton was _ ruled 
out with injury he turned to the former 
Liverpool man instead of Portsmouth’s 
new recruit Crouch. 

After four friendlies to get a feel for the 
job, the real work starts now for Capello 
as next month’s World Cup qualifiers with 
Andorra and Croatia loom large. 

And the Italian has turned to the familiar 
figure of Heskey for England’s final run- 
out. Heskey looked like coming to Steve 
McClaren’s rescue when he was restored 
to the England fold last September, only 
for injury to rule him out after impressive 
performances against Israel and Russia. 


SATURDAY MORNING 
SOCCER CLINICS 
SKILLZ (6-12) 
TINY TOTS (3-5) 
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playing Premier League football, this time 
with the newly promoted Hull City. 

In the championship Nick Carle 
will play for Crystal Palace, having played for 
Bristol City last season. Reading and Derby 
County have also acquired an antipodean 
influence in their squads with Sydney FC’s 
Ruben Zadkovich joining Mile Sterjovski 
at Derby, and Central Coast’s Oliver 
Bozanic joining goalkeeper Adam Federici 
at Reading. David Carney will be hoping to 
push for a regular place at Sheffield United, 
and fringe Socceroo Chris Coyne remains at 
Colchester United. 

In Scotland Scott McDonald will 
be one of the few Australians who will 
be playing in the Champions League this 
season, and will no doubt be integral in 
Celtic’s quest for four premierships in a row. 
Danny Invincible will enjoy a sixth season 
at Kilmarnock. 


Richer ’ f Ti 
DAILY EXPRESS 

Jaily cm eat TIMES 

Arena Set For Galaxy 


Former US national team coach Bruce Arena is 
set to be named the new head coach of the Los 
Angeles Galaxy, ESPN reported on Friday. 

Arena met Thursday with Galaxy team owner Tim 
Leiweke, who recently called him the best candidate 
for the job, ESPN said. 

The report also stated that Arena will bring in former 
Chicago Fire coach Dave Sarachan to be his top 
assistant. 

It would be the third tenure in MLS for Arena, who 
resigned as coach of the New York Red Bulls in 
November after they were eliminated in the first 
round of the playoffs for the second time in as many 
seasons. 

Nothing is official but if the deal does going through 
Arena would replace Ruud Gullit who resigned 
earlier in the week. 

After Gullit left, the Galaxy immediately fired GM 
Alexi Lalas. 

The Galaxy are struggling at 6-8-6 this season and 
are winless in their last eight matches. 
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